How would you like to be remembered?
Henry Aaron is a Hall of Fame baseball player who at one time held the record for most career home runs.  I recently saw an interview with him.  The interviewer asked what he would like to be remembered for.  Aaron said, “I would like to be remembered as a great ball player but as an even greater person.”

When you pass away how would you like to be remembered?  One place I read said that question was egotistical.  It could be but you will be remembered by someone for something.  When I think of my loved ones and friends who have died, I think of certain times we shared or for certain traits that person had.  We all have memories of those who have preceded us.  So it isn’t so bad a question to reflect upon.

When reflecting on your life’s achievements, what would you like to see in your obituary? Your list might include bringing up some wonderful children and helping them to establish themselves in careers and relationships. You might want to reflect on your own successful career or your achievements in sports.  What about your humanitarian efforts?  Would you want your headstone to read: here lies a good person?
There are different thoughts on this subject that I have read and heard through the years.  One person said, “I’d like to be remembered as someone who did their best in life, was a good family man and never really went out to intentionally hurt anyone.”  Another said, “I would like to think they would say I was kind and loving and fun to be with.”  Others say things like, “I would like to be remembered for doing the right thing,” or “for changing the way that people think about things,” or “for living my life to the fullest and achieving my full potential.”
Certainly those are noble thoughts and not bad ways to be remembered.  The question arises, “do we have control over how we are remembered?”  Most people would rather be remembered for good deeds rather than bad deeds but most people don’t give much thought to what people will think after they are gone.
Because the large majority of people live their lives for the moment, some can be caught up at the end with bad memories of their lives.  A tombstone in a Lemmington, England cemetery reads:

Here lies a miser, who lived for himself,

Who cared for nothing but gathering wealth.

Now where he is and how he fares;

Nobody knows and nobody cares.

That isn’t the memory most people would desire for themselves.  But the way we live determines what people think about us while we live and after we die.
The epitaph for Anna Wallace in Ribbesford, England reads:




The children of Israel wanted bread




And the Lord sent them manna;




Old clerk Wallace wanted a wife,




And the devil sent him Anna.

Certain people have achieved notable things in their lives and sometimes their tombstones reflect it.  The stone of John Quincy Adams reads “Diplomat, Senator, Congressman, Secretary of State, Negotiator of Peace Treaty with England, Sixth President of the United States.”  The tomb of Thomas Jefferson, 3rd President of the United States reads, “Author of the Declaration of American Independence of the Statute of Virginia for Religious Freedom and Father of the University of Virginia.”  Notable achievements duly noted.

Sometimes people are remembered favorably or unfavorably because of legends built up around them rather than what actually happened during their lives.

Jesse James was an outlaw and everyone who knew him or knew of him at the time recognized it.  Yet some people at that time considered him more of a hero than an outlaw even though he killed people without mercy.  The man who shot and killed Jesse, however, was branded as a traitor and a coward even though he wasn’t nearly as notorious as Jesse.  When people today hear the name Jesse James they think of an outlaw and that is pretty much it.  If people today are aware of the name Bob Ford, they usually think of a coward who laid poor Jesse in his grave.  This probably comes from Jesse’s tombstone which says he was murdered by a traitor and a coward and from the song written in 1882 by Billy Gashade that also calls Bob a dirty coward.  The song also said that Jesse stole from the rich and gave to the poor.  Jesse did give some money to his family and they were poor but he wasn’t the Robin Hood the song makes him out to be.  So Jesse James is remembered in a more favorable light than Bob Ford even though they were both common criminals.

In the grand scheme of things it may not matter what others think of us or what is written on our tombstone.  What does matter is how the Lord chooses for us to be remembered.  Two examples of this are the King of Israel Jeroboam and the disciple James the Less.

JEROBOAM

The nation of Israel formed as the descendants of Jacob left Egypt during the Exodus and conquered Canaan under Joshua’s leadership.  After the land was settled, when trials and dangers came upon the people, God raised up Judges to deliver the people from their oppressors.

Eli and Samuel were raised up to lead the people.  When Samuel was old, he made his two sons judges over Israel but they became corrupt and began taking bribes for favors.  Some of the elders of the people came to Samuel and made a request, “And said unto him, Behold, thou art old, and thy sons walk not in thy ways: now make us a king to judge us like all the nations” (1 Samuel 8:5).

The request displeased Samuel and he told them that if they received a king he would take their sons to make an army to fight for him, he would take their daughters to cook for him and his officials, he would take their land, he would take a tenth of their harvest and their herds and the people would be his servants.  The Bible says, “Nevertheless the people refused to obey the voice of Samuel; and they said, Nay; but we will have a king over us;  That we also may be like all the nations; and that our king may judge us, and go out before us, and fight our battles” (1 Samuel 8:19-20).
God granted their request and Saul was made the first king over Israel (1 Samuel 10).  He reigned for forty years, “And afterward they desired a king: and God gave unto them Saul the son of Cis, a man of the tribe of Benjamin, by the space of forty years” (Acts 13:21).
Saul gained important military victories over Israel’s enemies, the Philistines and Amalekites.  The victory over the Amalekites proved to be his undoing because he disobeyed the Lord in failing to destroy the sheep and oxen of those people, “And Samuel said, Hath the Lord as great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices, as in obeying the voice of the Lord? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of rams.  [23] For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, and stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry. Because thou hast rejected the word of the Lord, he hath also rejected thee from being king” (1 Samuel 15:22-23).

The Bible gives the way Saul is remembered, “So Saul died for his transgression which he committed against the Lord, even against the word of the Lord, which he kept not, and also for asking counsel of one that had a familiar spirit, to inquire of it; And inquired not of the Lord: therefore he slew him, and turned the kingdom unto David the son of Jesse” (1 Chronicles 10:13-14).
The second king of the United Kingdom was David and he also reigned for forty years, “So all the elders of Israel came to the king to Hebron; and King David made a league with them in Hebron before the Lord: and they anointed David king over Israel.  [4] David was thirty years old when he began to reign, and he reigned forty years.  [5] In Hebron he reigned over Judah seven years and six months: and in Jerusalem he reigned thirty and three years over all Israel and Judah” (2 Samuel 5:3-5).
David also had successful military campaigns against Israel’s enemies and defeated bitter foes such as the Philistines, thus creating secure borders.  Under David the Kingdom grew and expanded greatly as Israel captured neighboring states such as Philistia, Moab, Edom and Ammon and ruled over them.  At the end of David’s reign, the Kingdom ran from the Mediterranean Sea to the Arabian Desert and from the Red Sea to the Euphrates River.

The book of Acts records how David was remembered by the Lord, “. . . he raised up unto them David to be their king; to whom also he gave testimony, and said, I have found David the son of Jesse, a man after mine own heart, which shall fulfil all my will” (Acts 13:22).
The Old Testament also records how David was remembered; of Asa, king of Judah, it was said, “And Asa did that which was right in the eyes of the Lord, as did David his father” (1 Kings 15:11).
Of Josiah, another king of Judah, it was said, “And he did that which was right in the sight of the Lord, and walked in all the way of David his father, and turned not aside to the right hand or to the left” (2 Kings 22:2).
The third king was the son of David and Bathsheba, Solomon, and he, too, reigned forty years, “And Solomon reigned in Jerusalem over all Israel forty years” (2 Chronicles 9:30).

Solomon is known for the wisdom that was granted him in his desire to be a good king, “And now, O Lord my God, thou hast made thy servant king instead of David my father: and I am but a little child: I know not how to go out or come in.  [8] And thy servant is in the midst of thy people which thou hast chosen, a great people, that cannot be numbered nor counted for multitude.  [9] Give therefore thy servant an understanding heart to judge thy people, that I may discern between good and bad: for who is able to judge this thy so great a people?  [10] And the speech pleased the Lord, that Solomon had asked this thing” (1 Kings 3:7-10).

The first half of Solomon’s reign was filled with magnificent construction projects.  First he built the Temple from the materials and finances David had left for the project.  He then took thirteen years in building a royal palace for himself (1 Kings 7:1-12).  In front of the palace was another building called the Porch of Pillars and in front of this building was the porch of judgment (1 Kings 7:7).  All these buildings were expensive structures.

Solomon’s taste for extravagance didn’t stop at buildings.  He had a body-guard of “threescore valiant men.”  It seems these were well taken care of because 1 Kings 4:22-23 give the daily provisions of Solomon’s court, “And Solomon's provision for one day was thirty measures of fine flour, and threescore measures of meal, Ten fat oxen, and twenty oxen out of the pastures, and an hundred sheep, beside harts, and roebucks, and fallowdeer, and fatted fowl.”  The Bible also gives an account of his army of horsemen, “And Solomon had forty thousand stalls of horses for his chariots, and twelve thousand horsemen. And those officers provided victual for king Solomon, and for all that came unto king Solomon's table, every man in his month: they lacked nothing” (1 Kings 4:26-27).  All these things had to be paid for and, as the money in the treasury emptied, taxes were raised.
The latter part of Solomon’s reign was not nearly as grandiose as the beginning.  The chief reason for this was his many wives.  At the beginning of his empire, Solomon made marriages for political alliances with the surrounding nations.  He wound up with 1,000 women (I could make a comment here but I probably couldn’t come up with anything that hasn’t already been said) who turned his heart away from God and toward other religions:

1 Kings 11:1-4, “But king Solomon loved many strange women, together with the daughter of Pharaoh, women of the Moabites, Ammonites, Edomites, Zidonians, and Hittites;
2 Of the nations concerning which the Lord said unto the children of Israel, Ye shall not go in to them, neither shall they come in unto you: for surely they will turn away your heart after their gods: Solomon clave unto these in love.

3 And he had seven hundred wives, princesses, and three hundred concubines: and his wives turned away his heart.

4 For it came to pass, when Solomon was old, that his wives turned away his heart after other gods: and his heart was not perfect with the Lord his God, as was the heart of David his father.”

As noted in Easton’s Bible Dictionary, Solomon probably at first tolerated their heathen ways while he continued to worship the God of Israel.  He didn’t cease to believe in God but his worship became merely formal as he added elements of worship to other gods to his own worship.  He let these things slip upon him until the verdict became, “And Solomon did evil in the sight of the Lord, and went not fully after the Lord, as did David his father” (1 Kings 11:6).  Quite a fall for someone the Lord had blessed so greatly.

After Solomon died, his son, Rehoboam, was ready to be made king.  The people sent Jeroboam with a delegation to make a request of the incoming ruler, “Thy father made our yoke grievous: now therefore make thou the grievous service of thy father, and his heavy yoke which he put upon us, lighter, and we will serve thee” (1 Kings 12:4).  If Rehoboam would lighten the tax burden of the people they would follow him as king.

Rehoboam could have been a savvy politician and promised tax cuts and the people would have made him king; instead, he asked for three days to make a decision.  He consulted with the old men who had been advisers to his father and they told him, “. . . If thou wilt be a servant unto this people this day, and wilt serve them, and answer them, and speak good words to them, then they will be thy servants for ever” (1 Kings 12:7).

Rehoboam then went to the younger men and asked for their advice.  They told him to tell the people he was going to raise taxes and if they thought their yoke was heavy now, just wait; it was going to be worse.  Not the best advice ever given to a man running for office.  However, Rehoboam took this advice and announced it to Jeroboam and the delegation with him.  Josephus says, “The people were struck by his words, as it were, by an iron hammer” (Ant., VIII, viii, 3).

Rehoboam then sent Adoram, who had been in charge of the taxes for years (1 Kings 5:14; 12:18), and who had probably been sent on missions like this many times, to force the people into submission.  Adoram was stoned to death and Rehoboam had to flee to Jerusalem for safety.

This was the dividing of the United Kingdom of Israel into the Northern Kingdom of Israel and the Southern Kingdom of Judah, “And it came to pass, when all Israel heard that Jeroboam was come again, that they sent and called him unto the congregation, and made him king over all Israel: there was none that followed the house of David, but the tribe of Judah only” (1 Kings 12:20).

The first thing Rehoboam did was to form an army to retake the tribes of the north from Jeroboam.  Shemaiah, a prophet of the Lord, spoke to Rehoboam and told him not to fight against his brethren and he turned back.  Jeroboam realized he had to fortify his kingdom and built up his home base of Shechem and then Penuel on the east of the Jordan River.

Jeroboam then perceived what he thought to be the greatest threat to his kingdom, “And Jeroboam said in his heart, Now shall the kingdom return to the house of David:  If this people go up to do sacrifice in the house of the Lord at Jerusalem, then shall the heart of this people turn again unto their lord, even unto Rehoboam king of Judah, and they shall kill me, and go again to Rehoboam king of Judah” (1 Kings 12:26-27).

God had told the people through Moses that when they conquered the land to destroy all the places of heathen worship and He would set up one particular place to worship, “But unto the place which the Lord your God shall choose out of all your tribes to put his name there, even unto his habitation shall ye seek, and thither thou shalt come” (Deuteronomy 12:5).  The place chosen was the temple that Solomon built in Jerusalem, “Thus Solomon finished the house of the Lord, and the king's house: and all that came into Solomon's heart to make in the house of the Lord, and in his own house, he prosperously effected.  And the Lord appeared to Solomon by night, and said unto him, I have heard thy prayer, and have chosen this place to myself for an house of sacrifice” (2 Chronicles 7:11-12).
Despite the Lord’s clear pronouncements of Jerusalem as the place to worship, Jeroboam came up with another plan, “Whereupon the king took counsel, and made two calves of gold, and said unto them, It is too much for you to go up to Jerusalem: behold thy gods, O Israel, which brought thee up out of the land of Egypt.  And he set the one in Bethel, and the other put he in Dan.  And this thing became a sin . . .” (1 Kings 12:28-30).  Notice Jeroboam didn’t try to lead the people toward false gods.  He proclaimed these two calves as the gods which brought Israel out of the land of Egypt.  These calves were to represent the God of Israel even though the second commandment states, “Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image . . . Thou shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor serve them . . .” (Exodus 20:4-5).  He even made a feast like the one the Lord had sanctified in Jerusalem, “And Jeroboam ordained a feast in the eighth month, on the fifteenth day of the month, like unto the feast that is in Judah, and he offered upon the altar . . .” (1 Kings 12:32).
Jeroboam wasn’t trying to make the people forget the Lord God of Israel; he was just making it easier for them to worship by installing his own rules rather than obeying the proclamations of God.  Like Jeroboam we get into trouble when we begin replacing the Lord’s precepts with our own guidelines of religious activities.

God had chosen the tribe of Levi to be set apart from the rest of the tribes as servants (priests, workers in the temple, etc).  Jeroboam chose his own priests, “And he ordained him priests for the high places, and for the devils, and for the calves which he had made” (2 Chronicles 11:15).  The Levites, along with those from the various tribes, who wanted to serve the Lord then fled to Jerusalem, “For the Levites left their suburbs and their possession, and came to Judah and Jerusalem: for Jeroboam and his sons had cast them off from executing the priest's office unto the Lord: . . . And after them out of all the tribes of Israel such as set their hearts to seek the Lord God of Israel came to Jerusalem, to sacrifice unto the Lord God of their fathers” (2 Chronicles 11:14, 16).

The prophet Ahijah gave the Lord’s comparison of David and Jeroboam, “Go, tell Jeroboam, Thus saith the Lord God of Israel, Forasmuch as I exalted thee from among the people, and made thee prince over my people Israel, And rent the kingdom away from the house of David, and gave it thee: and yet thou hast not been as my servant David, who kept my commandments, and who followed me with all his heart, to do that only which was right in mine eyes; But hast done evil above all that were before thee: for thou hast gone and made thee other gods, and molten images, to provoke me to anger, and hast cast me behind thy back”
(1 Kings 14:7-9).
This brings us to the original thought of this article; how was Jeroboam remembered in the sight of God?  Jeroboam may not have been the worst king of Israel as far as administration, he may not have been the most morally degraded and he may not have been the most violent king Israel ever had.  But Jeroboam was remembered as the man who made Israel sin.

There were eighteen kings who ruled Israel after Jeroboam.  Fourteen of these were said to have followed in the sin of Jeroboam:

Nadab, son of Jeroboam “And he did evil in the sight of the Lord, and walked in the way of his father, and in his sin wherewith he made Israel to sin” (1 Kings 15:26).
Baasha, the son of Ahijah “And he did evil in the sight of the Lord, and walked in the way of Jeroboam, and in his sin wherewith he made Israel to sin” (1 Kings 15:34).
Elah, son of Baasha only reigned two years (1 Kings 16:8).

Zimri, the servant of Elah reigned only seven days (1 Kings 16:15).

Omri, commander of the army “But Omri wrought evil in the eyes of the Lord, and did worse than all that were before him.  For he walked in all the way of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, and in his sin wherewith he made Israel to sin, to provoke the Lord God of Israel to anger with their vanities” (1 Kings 16:25-26).
Ahab, the son of Omri “And Ahab the son of Omri did evil in the sight of the Lord above all that were before him.  And it came to pass, as if it had been a light thing for him to walk in the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, that he took to wife Jezebel the daughter of Ethbaal king of the Zidonians, and went and served Baal, and worshipped him” (1 Kings 16:30-31).
Ahaziah, the son of Ahab “And he did evil in the sight of the Lord, and walked in the way of his father, and in the way of his mother, and in the way of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who made Israel to sin” (1 Kings 22:52).
Jehoram (Joram), the son of Ahab “Nevertheless he cleaved unto the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, which made Israel to sin; he departed not therefrom” (2 Kings 3:3).
Jehu, the son of Nimshi “Howbeit from the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who made Israel to sin, Jehu departed not from after them, to wit, the golden calves that were in Bethel, and that were in Dan” (2 Kings 10:29).
Jehoahaz, the son of Jehu “And he did that which was evil in the sight of the Lord, and followed the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, which made Israel to sin; he departed not therefrom” (2 Kings 13:2).
Joash (Jehoash), the son of Jehoahaz “And he did that which was evil in the sight of the Lord; he departed not from all the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who made Israel sin: but he walked therein” (2 Kings 13:11).
Jeroboam II, the son of Joash “And he did that which was evil in the sight of the Lord: he departed not from all the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who made Israel to sin” (2 Kings 14:24).
Zechariah, the son of Jeroboam II “And he did that which was evil in the sight of the Lord, as his fathers had done: he departed not from the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who made Israel to sin” (2 Kings 15:9).
Shallum, the son of Jabesh reigned for only one month (2 Kings 15:13).

Menahem, the son of Gadi “And he did that which was evil in the sight of the Lord: he departed not all his days from the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who made Israel to sin” (2 Kings 15:18).
Pekahiah, the son of Menahem “And he did that which was evil in the sight of the Lord: he departed not from the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who made Israel to sin” (2 Kings 15:24).
Pekah, the son of Remaliah “And he did that which was evil in the sight of the Lord: he departed not from the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who made Israel to sin” (2 Kings 15:28).
Hoshea, the son of Elah was the last king of Israel and during his reign the Assyrians conquered Israel, “In the ninth year of Hoshea the king of Assyria took Samaria, and carried Israel away into Assyria, and placed them in Halah and in Habor by the river of Gozan, and in the cities of the Medes” (2 Kings 17:6).
Part of the reason for the captivity of Israel was the sin of Jeroboam:

2 Kings 17:20-23, “And the Lord rejected all the seed of Israel, and afflicted them, and delivered them into the hand of spoilers, until he had cast them out of his sight.

21 For he rent Israel from the house of David; and they made Jeroboam the son of Nebat king: and Jeroboam drave Israel from following the Lord, and made them sin a great sin.

22 For the children of Israel walked in all the sins of Jeroboam which he did; they departed not from them;

23 Until the Lord removed Israel out of his sight, as he had said by all his servants the prophets. So was Israel carried away out of their own land to Assyria unto this day.”

Jeroboam is remembered to this day as the man who made Israel to sin.  That is not the kind of testimony most people would desire to leave behind.  This brings to light another point:  no matter how bad our choices, someone will follow our example.  Nearly all the kings of the northern kingdom were specifically said to follow the sins of Jeroboam.  One of the worst things that could be said of us is that we set an example that caused other people to stumble.

James the Less

If the challenge were put forth to name the twelve disciples, Peter, James and John would probably top the list of the disciples people knew.  Judas Iscariot would also be a name that many would get.  Probably Matthew (Levi) and Thomas would be the next most familiar with Andrew, Philip and Nathanael (Bartholomew) falling somewhere behind them.  The three most unfamiliar names would be Lebbaeus (Thaddaeus/Judas the brother of James), Simon the Canaanite (called Zelotes) and James the less (the son of Alphaeus).

The Greek word for disciple, mathetes, means “a learner.”  Jesus had many disciples during His ministry on earth, Luke records the events of the Triumphal Entry, “And when he was come nigh, even now at the descent of the mount of Olives, the whole multitude of the disciples began to rejoice and praise God with a loud voice for all the mighty works that they had seen” (Luke 19:37).  John also records a time many of His disciples (followers) fell away, “From that time many of his disciples went back, and walked no more with him” (John 6:66).
The majority of the time the word “disciples” is found in the Gospels it is referring to the twelve chosen disciples of Jesus.  These were the apostles.  The Greek word apostolos means “a delegate or someone sent.”  The twelve disciples were chosen by Christ and would be sent to spread the gospel message.

Sometimes, when the names Lebbaeus, Simon the Zealot or James the less appear before us, we place them as second-class disciples certainly not on the same level as Peter, James and John.  These three also made a commitment to Christ and gave up all they had to follow Him.  They were chosen by Christ to be His apostles and preached the gospel, healed the sick and cast out demons.
James the son of Alphaeus is called “James the less” in Mark 15:40.  The Greek word used in this title is micros and means “little or small.”  It’s possible that James was small in stature and was called “little James.”

Both James and Alphaeus were common names in New Testament times and another disciple also had a father named Alphaeus, “And as he passed by, he saw Levi the son of Alphaeus sitting at the receipt of custom, and said unto him, Follow me. And he arose and followed him” (Mark 2:14).  Some have suggested that Levi (Matthew) and James were brothers but this is not known.  We do know the name of one brother he had.  In the account of the crucifixion, Mark 15:40 states, “There were also women looking on afar off: among whom was Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James the less and of Joses, and Salome.”  So we know that James’ father was Alphaeus, his mother was Mary and he had a brother named Joses (Jude or John).
Tradition says that James did a great work in Spain and other traditions have him in Britain and Ireland where he was the first to spread the gospel message.  A town in northwest Spain, Santiago de Compostella, commemorates James the Less on October 9.

How is he remembered?

The only thing the Bible tells us about James the son of Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot are their names.  Nothing they ever said, asked or did is recorded in the Bible.

If there is a distinguishing mark about James the less it is that he was an obscure member of a famous group.  It seems he was quiet and sought no special recognition and it may have been, as one writer said “he was so obedient that there wasn’t a lot to say about him.”

We may say that the focus of the life of James was on Jesus and not on himself.  That can be a great lesson for us today as Christianity becomes more personality oriented.  Sometimes our society tends to concentrate more on the messengers of the gospel rather than on the gospel itself.

How will James be remembered?

When time on this earth is passed and we see the great city, the New Jerusalem, with its splendor of great and high walls and the twelve gates.  We will be able to look at the foundations of that city and see the name of James the less prominently displayed along with the other disciples, “And the wall of the city had twelve foundations, and in them the names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb” (Revelation 21:14).
Jeroboam was well known during his lifetime and probably even revered by his countrymen.  In the sight of God he is remembered as the man who made Israel to sin.

James the less was hardly distinguishable among his well known peers.  In the sight of God he will always have his name on one of the foundations of the great eternal city.

How do you wish to be remembered?  The last words of Grover Cleveland, the 22nd and 24th President of the United States, are said to have been “I have tried so hard to do the right.”  That could be the best we could say of ourselves.  We do know that if we have followed Christ while on this earth that God will remember us and reward us accordingly.
