HOW THE BELIEVER IS JUSTIFIED BEFORE GOD

Job asked the question “. . .how should a man be just with God?” (Job 9:2).  He was asking how could a man be right with God or how could he cleanse himself before God.  The book of Romans explains the whole process for us.

In Romans the passage from 3:21 through 5:21 describes justification.  In these verses some form of the Greek word “dike, e.g. dikaios [adj. or adj. noun] or dikaioo [verb]” is used twenty-eight times.  The word “dike” means “expected behavior or conformity, not according to one’s own standard, but according to an imposed standard with prescribed punishment for non conformity.”  So the verb form of the word (dikaioo) means “to deem to be right, to vindicate.”  Justification has been called the gracious act of God in declaring righteous the sinner who believes on Jesus Christ.  Another familiar definition is that we stand before God “just-as-if-I’d-never-sinned.”

Obviously for a person to seek this justification he would have to know that he needed it.  It seems some people never get around to seriously thinking about it—and some others may think they don’t need it.  But in the first two and two-thirds chapters of Romans the Apostle Paul explains that indeed we all need to be justified before God from some source outside ourselves.

The ninth verse of the third chapter says in part, “. . .for we have before proved both Jews and Gentiles, that they are all under sin.”  The word used here for sin means literally “missing the mark.”  Sin is any deviation from the Word of God, the will of God or the character of God.  And sin is not limited to actions, it includes our very thoughts.  The above verse says that everyone is “under” sin.  That means more than that we have all sinned or even that we have a tendency to sin.  It means that we are controlled by sin.  This sin separates us from God and condemns us to pay the penalty, “For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord” (Romans 6:23).

The verse also says, “for we have before proved. . .they are all under sin.”  In the first chapter of the book, Paul showed the guilt of the heathen, “Because that which may be known of God is manifest in them; for God hath shewed it unto them.  For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so that they are without excuse:” (Romans 1:19-20).  In the second chapter he showed that the religious person is also sinful, “Or despisest thou the riches of his goodness and forbearance and longsuffering; not knowing that the goodness of God leadeth thee to repentance?  But after thy hardness and impenitent heart treasurest up unto thyself wrath against the day of wrath and revelation of the righteous judgment of God;” (2:4, 6).  He goes on to show the Jew also needed to be justified, “For he is not a Jew, which is one outwardly; neither is that circumcision, which is outward in the flesh:  But he is a Jew, which is one inwardly; and circumcision is that of the heart, in the spirit, and not in the letter; whose praise is not of men, but of God” (2:28-29).

If someone would think Paul had left them out, he goes on in the third chapter to include everyone, “As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one:  There is none that understandeth, there is none that seeketh after God” (3:10-11).  We are all under sin.  Since we are, there is no way that we in ourselves can come before God as righteous people, “They are all gone out of the way, they are together become unprofitable; there is none that doeth good, no, not one” (3:12).  Isaiah said, “But we are all as an unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags; and we all do fade as a leaf; and our iniquities, like the wind, have taken us away” (Isaiah 64:6).

God had to provide the source of our justification.  It is only by God’s mercy that we can be justified, “Who shall lay any thing to the charge of God’s elect?  It is God that justifieth” (Romans 9:33).

The ground of our justification is the blood of Christ, “Being justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus:” (Romans 3:24).  “Much more then, being now justified by his blood, we shall be saved from wrath through him” (Romans 5:9).

Jesus was the propitiation for our sins, “Being justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus:  Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in his blood, to declare his righteousness for the remission of sins that are past, through the forbearance of God” (Romans 3:24-25).  The word propitiation means, essentially, “a place of conciliation or expiation.”  It is through the blood of Christ and His resurrection that we can attain righteousness before God.

How can we claim this righteousness?  This is an important point.  In the passage Romans 3:21 – 5:21 almost each time the words for justify/righteousness are mentioned two more words, faith [Gr. Pistis] and believe [Gr. Pisteuo] are also mentioned.  These words mean, “To be persuaded.”  What are we to be persuaded of?  One writer has said, “We view the cross as God the Father views the cross.  He views it as a complete and adequate solution to the problem of sin, and we must do likewise.”  Our faith means that we no longer see any way to attain righteousness outside the grace of God and the means He has given us to do so.  “Knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law, but by the faith of Jesus Christ” (Galatians 2:16).

Dr. Roy Gustafson gives an illustration of justification.  There was a man in England who put his Rolls Royce on a boat and went across the English Channel for a vacation.  While he was driving around Europe, something happened to the engine.  He cabled the Rolls Royce office in England and explained the problem.  They flew a mechanic to the continent.  The mechanic repaired the auto and flew back to England leaving the man to continue his vacation.  The man kept wondering what the cost would be to him.  When he returned to England he wrote a letter to the company inquiring as to the cost.  He received a letter that read:  “Dear Sir:  There is no record anywhere in our files that anything ever went wrong with a Rolls Royce.”

When we are saved, God justifies us.  There is nothing in His files that we ever did anything wrong.  “As far as east is from the west, so far hath he removed our transgressions from us” (Psalm 103:12).

