Gambling
The definition for gambling in the Merriam-Webster Dictionary is, “a) to play a game for money or property; b) to bet on an uncertain outcome.”  Wikipedia gives the definition as, “the wagering of money or something of material value on an event with an uncertain outcome with the primary intent of winning additional money and/or material goods.”  Basically gambling is risking money on an uncertain outcome in the hope of gaining money.
There have been arguments for and against the morality of gambling down through the centuries.  Our own government doesn’t seem to know whether it is right or wrong.  In 1970 the federal government passed laws that climaxed with the RICO statute (Racketeer Influenced and Corrupt Organizations Act).  Federal enforcement of this virtually eliminated large illegal casinos and some other gambling activities but proved unsuccessful against bookmakers, pari-mutuel betting and certain other types of activities.  Now state governments themselves have entered the industry with lotteries and other forms of betting.
There are many activities covered under the definition of gambling.  Many people think first of the casinos of Las Vegas/Atlantic City or the back alleys of cities where people are shooting dice or playing cards.  But there are many forms that a strict definition of gambling would take such as; betting a few dollars on a golf game, carnival games, church bingo games and even raffles for charity.  Most people probably don’t see too much wrong with putting a dollar into charity with the chance to win something or putting a few dollars down on some type of game as long as you can afford to lose the money.  Unfortunately gambling also includes the seedy underside of life with criminals, racketeers and other characters intent on separating people from their money.
The National Council on Problem Gambling records, 86% of Americans have gambled during their lives and 60% gamble in a given year.  During any year approximately 1% of U.S. adults (3 million) meet criteria for pathological gambling.  Another 2 -3% have less significant but still serious problems with gambling and are known as problem gamblers.  Pathological and problem gamblers are much more likely to have problems with drinking and drugs and to suffer from depression.  There are real life stories of people who have suffered greatly because of gambling problems.

Anyone who knows me very well knows that I am a Colts football fan and have been for fifty years.  In 1982, I was looking forward with major expectations because the Baltimore Colts had just drafted Art Schlichter, the quarterback from Ohio State, with the fourth pick of the draft.  Things quickly went downhill from there.  Schlichter had been taken to Scioto Downs, a horse racing track, when he was in high school and been initiated into gambling.  While he was in college he still went to the racing tracks and gambled but it was kept under control.  However, when he got on his own after signing a professional contract his addiction became worse.  By the middle of his first season in the pros he had blown his entire signing bonus.  By the end of the year he was in debt for $700,000.  The next year he lost another $400,000 on gambling and was suspended by the league.  After a suspension of one year, he came back but was never the same player he had been in college.  He spent the next several years bouncing from team to team in the NFL, the Canadian Football League and the Arena Football League.  In addition to his football career, Schlichter made a career of pledging to change and failing to do so.  In 1992 he retired from football and began stealing money from family and friends to gamble with.  By the age of 32, Art had a good wife and a beautiful young daughter but he was also bankrupt and borrowing or stealing whatever money he could get his hands on and still gambling.
Schlichter was eventually convicted of a bevy of crimes including money laundering and racketeering.  He says he finally hit rock bottom while in prison in 2004.  After being caught gambling behind bars, Schlichter was thrown into solitary confinement.  He says that while in there he hit his knees and began talking with the Lord.  He received a renewed sense of how important life is and after nearly 22 years, a divorce, countless victims and 3600 days in prison, he realized what he had lost, and what he had gained:  God’s grace and mercy.
Schlichter was released from prison in 2006 and is trying to help others with a non-profit organization he has formed, Gambling Prevention Awareness.  Still, he recognizes he has wasted a large portion of his life and has hurt many other people with his lifestyle.

There are other well-known sports figures who have suffered because of gambling.  Pete Rose is baseball’s all time leader in hits but is barred from the Hall of Fame because of his gambling.  John Daly was the 1990 PGA rookie of the year and has two major championship titles.  He is also a gambler.  According to his 2006 autobiography he has gambled away between $50 and $60 million in career earnings.  Daly once lost $1.2 million in two hours and 30 minutes at a casino in Las Vegas and another time lost $1.65 million in five hours playing slot machines at a casino.
There are other people who have major problems because of gambling but yet our modern world seems fascinated with it.  Las Vegas is the fastest growing city in the United States.  Players lose $6 billion a year at Las Vegas casinos.  Gambling in the U.S. generates more revenue than movies, spectator sports, theme parks, cruise ships and recorded music combined.
Altogether it is estimated that gamblers will lose $80 billion on everything from the Triple Crown in horse racing to the flop of a card this year.  It is easy to see how people can lose money to the casinos and hotels.  Most gamblers at these places don’t realize that behind all the glitter and glitz is an army of behavioral scientists, techno wizards and mathematicians with one goal:  to finesse all the money out of the patrons wallet they can get, whether in front of the slot machine, at the blackjack table, in the celebrity chef restaurant or at the concert hall.  Their methods are covert with people not realizing the free drinks they receive reduce their inhibitions and the artificial lighting in the casinos mask the passage of time so one doesn’t realize how long they have been losing money, there are no clocks in casinos.
One effective means the casinos have is the reward card.  Once a card is issued to a patron it immediately begins compiling a personal dossier.  If the gambler plugs the card into a slot machine, computers calculate the value of each bet, the number of seconds it takes the gambler to pull the lever or push the button and the amount of the win or loss.  When the gambler quits for dinner, the computers note the time, and, if the card is swiped at the casino restaurant, what the diner ate.
That information is kept and used later.  For example, casinos know that winners will come back, while losers are less likely to return.  If a person has lost quite a bit of money the first or second visit, a manager will send someone to the person to offer a free meal or a free show ticket to ease the pain of their losses.

All sorts of data are exploited with this information.  Caesars in Las Vegas discovered, for example, that the demand for shrimp cocktails spikes between 10 p.m. and 3 a.m., so it upped the price then by 50 cents.

People are not going to beat these large casinos even though there are people who think they can.  People can be convinced of myths that give them hope.  For instance, some people believe they can predict if a coin is going to come up heads or tails when it is flipped based on how many heads or tails have already appeared.  Actually, each flip of a coin is an independent event, it doesn’t matter what came up in the previous flip.  The chances of heads or tails coming up on a single flip are 50 per cent, regardless of how many times you flip the coin.

Some people believe there are systems that make it easier to predict winning lottery numbers.  Again, that can’t be.  All the numbers in a lottery draw are put into a barrel and shaken up.  Each number has the same chance of being selected.  There is no system that can be used to correctly predict the winning numbers.
Most people think that since state run lotteries are operated by a government, the chances of winning at the lottery is greater than the chances of winning at a casino.  A report by New Jersey’s Casino Control Commission reported that 70 to 80 percent of wagered money in casinos goes out as winnings, while 20 to 30 percent is held by the house.  The Virginia state lottery, on the other hand, returns 55 percent as winnings while holding 45 percent.  A person would have a better chance of winning by playing a slot machine in Atlantic City than buying a scratch-off ticket from a state lottery.  Even though a state lottery system is conducted by a government and is perceived as being above corruption and graft, they still want money.  The whole purpose of lotteries is to place a voluntary tax upon people so government programs can be funded.
A Fox News report in April of 2009 stated, “For a cultural example of quick change take a look at public attitudes towards gambling.  In the last 25 years we have taken gambling out of the grip of the criminal underworld. Now there are state lotteries almost everywhere, and scratch-off tickets as well as Power Ball can be found in the corner store.”
The state of Nevada legalized most forms of gambling in 1931 to help the state with tourism developed by the Hoover Dam.  During the forty years after that, gambling in the United States meant going to a casino in Las Vegas or another part of Nevada.  In the 1970s, the state of New Jersey legalized gambling in Atlantic City hoping that gamblers in the eastern portions of the U.S. would come there instead of traveling all the way across the country.  They were right because Atlantic City quickly developed as a tourist haven.
In 1988 the U.S. Congress passed the Indian Gaming Regulatory Act that permitted casinos on land controlled by Native American tribes.  There are now approximately 360 gaming (gambling) establishments on Indian land with revenues totaling nearly 15 billion dollars.

In 1989, the state of Iowa authorized riverboat gambling on the Mississippi River.  Also in 1989 the state of Colorado approved a law that permitted gambling in certain areas.  In 1991, Louisiana and Mississippi authorized riverboat gambling and in 1992 Louisiana approved the construction of a land-based casino in New Orleans.  The state of Indiana approved riverboat gambling in 1993.

The first state to adopt a lottery was New Hampshire in 1964; today, lotteries are established in 43 states.  Of the seven states without lotteries, five have some form of government backed gambling (Nevada doesn’t have a state lottery).  Only two states, Hawaii and Utah, have no form of state backed legal gambling.
In 1985, Maine, New Hampshire and Vermont united to form an interstate lottery so more money could be offered as the top prize.  Today almost every state is joined to a “Powerball” or “Mega Millions” type lottery.  These are to lure people who will play if the money is in the double digit millions but will not play for single digit millions.  As if a person like myself could really feel the difference between having $35 million dollars as opposed to $5 million dollars.  Still, there are people who won’t play for small change and so the lotteries feed their desires by paying off big bucks.  Or so it seems.  Mega Millions reported on February 8, 2010, a man in Texas won the $144 million jackpot.  He is to be paid 26 annual payments that will total $144 million.  Most people take an upfront check rather than annual payments so their total winnings are considerably less.  A couple in New York won the $165 million jackpot on January 7, 2010 and had their picture taken with a large check in the amount of $165 million.  They took the upfront payment and had their payment split evenly into two checks worth approximately $33.7 million after taxes.  The total the couple won was about $67 million but was touted as $165 million.  The news media proclaimed the couple had won the $165 million jackpot.  The media sometimes have a problem with inflating numbers anyway but since the state lotteries along with “Powerball” and “Mega Millions” do a heavy dose of advertising, you might be able to see where the television news media might not want to offend the state gambling systems.
These state lotteries, scratch tickets, etc. are used for a very worthy cause (education) so people can overlook some inflationary numbers and other discrepancies.  The Virginia Lottery has taken in $20 billion since its inception and paid out $11 billion in winnings.  About a third of the total intake, $6.7 billion, has gone to education.  That leaves $2.3 billion that has gone somewhere else—administration maybe.
The New York Times had an article in October 2007 concerning state run lotteries.  Their research found that state-run lotteries took in $56 billion in 2006 and only paid out $17 billion for the stated purpose of the lotteries, education.  That would again be a little less than a third of the money going for the official reason for the lotteries.  The Times found that in the state of New York, $748 million in lottery proceeds that year went to administrative expense.  Arizona’s lottery board subtracts 15 percent of the proceeds for administration off the top.  A lot of money goes somewhere other than to winnings and education.  Organized crime has long been attracted to gambling (casinos, numbers games, etc.) simply because there is so many ways the money can be handled.  Politicians may now be finding this out themselves.
Winners of state lotteries and mega lotteries are not necessarily as lucky as most people would think.  The old phrase “money doesn’t buy happiness” can well apply to several lottery winners:
Jeffrey Dampier won $20 million in the Illinois Lottery in 1986.  He was very generous to his family and friends with his winnings, giving away cars, houses and other gifts.  It seems he wasn’t generous enough to satisfy his sister-in-law, Victoria Jackson, who, along with her boyfriend, kidnapped Dampier and demanded money.  They bound his hands and forced him into a van where he ended up being shot in the head and killed because his sister-in-law thought she could inherit his winnings.  Not only did Dampier die, but Victoria Jackson and her boyfriend ended up in prison for the rest of their lives. 

William Post won $16.2 million in the Pennsylvania lottery in 1988.  His girlfriend sued him for a share of his winnings and one of his brothers hired a hit man to kill him, hoping (like Victoria Jackson) to inherit a share of the winnings.  Within a year of winning, he was $1 million in debt and eventually declared bankruptcy.  He now lives on $450 a month and food stamps.  Janite Lee won $18 million in Missouri in 1993.  She was very generous to charities and political organizations.  Too generous it seems.  She didn’t realize that organizations want every bit of money they can get from people just as much as individuals.  Eight years after winning the lottery, Lee filed for bankruptcy with only $700 left.
There are many other stories of lottery winners failing to achieve the happiness people think comes from wealth.  Accounts of divorces among lottery winners are numerous because even though the couple has more money than they had ever dreamed of—neither is willing to go 50/50 on spending the money.
The statement was made earlier that our government(s) doesn’t know whether gambling is right or wrong.  It seems now that most state governments have come down on the side of gambling being fully acceptable.  What is the answer?  The Bible doesn’t actually make a statement that gambling is wrong.  There is no commandment saying “thou shalt not gamble.”  There are, however, timeless principles given in the Bible to lead us in our everyday lives.
Some people seek to justify gambling by saying that all things are a gamble.  Ecclesiastes makes the statement, “I returned, and saw under the sun, that the race is not to the swift, nor the battle to the strong, neither yet bread to the wise, nor yet riches to men of understanding, nor yet favour to men of skill; but time and chance happeneth to them all” (9:11).  According to this view, life itself is a gamble.  Proverbs 3:6-7, “In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths.  Be not wise in thine own eyes:  fear the LORD, and depart from evil.”  2 Thessalonians 3:3-5, “But the Lord is faithful, who shall stablish you, and keep you from evil.  And we have confidence in the Lord touching you, that ye both do and will do the things which we command you.  And the Lord direct your hearts into the love of God, and into the patient waiting for Christ.”  Life is not a gamble if we allow the Lord to direct us.
There are others who think that buying insurance is a gamble or investing in the stock market is a gamble.  Anything anyone purchases has a certain amount of risk in it.  There is no product made that has a one hundred percent success rate.  A person can buy a brand name automobile, washer/dryer, kitchen appliance or anything else and purchase a lemon.  That doesn’t mean that buying that product was a gamble.  There is risk involved in any number of activities we do.  When we drive on the roadways we trust the hundreds of other drivers we meet to be as cautious and observant as we are, but we aren’t gambling every time we drive our car.  There is a certain amount of risk inherent in all activities, but the mere presence of risk does not make it a gamble.
For our purposes the definition of gambling is “risking money on an uncertain outcome with the purpose of gaining additional money.”  In its purest sense, gambling is based on greed because the object is to obtain more money than a person deserves.  This falls under the admonition of 1st Timothy 6:9-10, “But they that will be rich fall into temptation and a snare, and into many foolish and hurtful lusts, which drown men in destruction and perdition.  For the love of money is the root of all evil:  which while some coveted after, they have erred from the faith, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows.”  For those who play the multi-million dollar lotteries and the gaming tables of casinos it is obvious their desire is to be rich.  The verses in Timothy explain how easy it is to be drawn into the world and away from the Lord by such desires.
The Bible mentions in other places what our attitude toward money should be:

“He that loveth silver shall not be satisfied with silver; nor he that loveth abundance with increase:  this is also vanity” (Ecclesiastes 5:10).  In other words, a person who loves money never has enough money and is never satisfied with their income.

“No servant can serve two masters:  for either he will hate the one, and love the other; or else he will hold to the one, and despise the other.  Ye cannot serve God and mammon” (Luke 16:13).  This could apply to those who say they want to win the lottery so they can donate the winnings to the Lord’s work.  Yea, sure, that’s why you want to win, so you can be a better Christian.  Don’t think people are so naive they actually believe a person who makes that statement.  People play the lottery so they can win the money to have for themselves and that leads to either serving the world with the money or serving God.
Gambling is also a way to bypass working to earn money.  Proverbs 10:4 says, “He becometh poor that dealeth with a slack hand:  but the hand of the diligent maketh rich.”  The Bible teaches that working to earn money is honorable, Ephesians 4:28, “Let him that stole steal no more:  but rather let him labour, working with his hands the thing which is good, that he may have to give to him that needeth.”
Gambling is also addictive, 2 Peter 2:19, “. . . for of whom a man is overcome, of the same is he brought in bondage.”  Dr. Howard J. Shaffer, of the Harvard Medical School Division on Addictions states:  “Gambling is an addictive behavior, make no mistake about it.  It has all the properties of a psychoactive substance.  It changes the neurochemistry of the brain.  In other words, the excitement of the possibility of winning a huge sum of money, with minimal investment, has a narcotic-like effect on the brain—that calls for greater and greater risks, in the hope of that ‘big’ win.”  According to one study on the subject, 43% of those who gamble have a tendency towards “compulsion,” that is, an intense urge that causes them to get caught up in a frenzy that results in their spending more money than they can afford.  Increased addictive gambling increases bankruptcies and crime.  Robbery in Gulf Port, Mississippi increased 311 percent in the year following the opening of the first casino in May 1993.  
Gambling shows where a person has placed their hope.  The gambler places his hope in the fall of the cards, the turn of a wheel or the winning numbers in the lottery.  The Bible teaches that our faith and our hope should be placed in the Lord:
Psalm 62:5, “My soul, wait thou only upon God; for my expectation is from him.”
Romans 15:13, “Now the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, that ye may abound in hope, through the power of the Holy Ghost.”
1 Timothy 6:17, “Charge them that are rich in this world, that they be not high-minded, nor trust in uncertain riches, but in the living God, who giveth us richly all things to enjoy.”
The gambling industry (including state lotteries) has pulled a name change on the practice.  They prefer the term “gaming” instead of gambling.  They call all forms of the practice “entertainment” now, trying to put it on the same level as going to the movies, playing Putt-Putt or watching television.  Since you spend money doing all those activities what would make one worse that the others?  The Texas Lottery Commission did a study that shows those with only high school diplomas spend twice as much on lotteries as those with college degrees.  The unemployed as a group spends $40 a month compared to $26 for the employed and those making $40,000 or less annually spend $32 to $40 a month on state lotteries, while those making more than $75,000 spend $20 monthly.  Even if a person doesn’t see gambling as morally wrong, there is still a lot of danger in participating in the practice.
