EVE
There are some 147 women mentioned by name in the Bible and there are many others unnamed.  The first one mentioned is Eve.  Some have said that Eve was the most beautiful woman to ever exist, a woman with grace and charm, wit and personality, charisma and appeal.  The Bible doesn’t specifically state this but seeing that she came straight from the hand of God it seems logical.  Eve appeared on the scene as a full-grown woman.  When she and Adam married after a lightning courtship (they met – they married) she had no past only a future.

The reason for the creation of Eve was as a “help meet” for Adam (Genesis 2:18, 20).  Genesis 2:18 “And the LORD God said, It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him an help meet for him.”  The customary translation of the two words ae,zer neged is “helper fitting him.”  The Old English (King James) word “meet” means “fit to” or “corresponding to” the man.  The Hebrew word ezer is a combination of two roots:  ‘z-r meaning “to rescue, to save” and ‘g-z-r meaning, “to be strong.”  The difference in them is the first sign in Hebrew.  This verse could mean “I will make a power [or strength] corresponding to man.”  If this is so, then God makes for the man a woman fully his equal and fully his match.  In this way the man’s loneliness will be taken care of.

She was made to complete Adam and his life.  As husband and wife they formed a new relationship, it was not the sum of two individuals, it was its own new entity.  In God’s plan marriage partners should live in a harmonious relationship maintained by love and respect.  Earthly marriage is a picture of Christ and the church (Ephesians 5:21-32).  Just as Eve was taken from the side of the man (Genesis 2:21-22), the bride of the Lamb owes its existence to Christ’s wounded side (John 19:34-36).  Jesus loves the church even more than Adam loved Eve, John 15:13 “Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends.”  And one day the bride of the Lamb is destined to enjoy His companionship in a sinless paradise, Revelation 21:9-10 “And there came unto me one of the seven angels which had the seven vials full of the seven last plagues, and talked with me, saying, Come hither, I will shew thee the bride, the Lamb’s wife.  And he carried me away in the spirit to a great and high mountain, and shewed me that great city, the holy Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from God.”  The marriage of Eve, like that of the Lamb, was made in heaven.
At this point it is necessary to bring in a reference to what is known as theistic evolution.  It is sad that mention has to be made of this but there are those who try to adapt the Bible to suit the teachings of evolution.  One view is that the first man evolved under God’s directing hand.  The one point that this teaching (and evolution as a whole) fails to address is, what about Eve; or in the viewpoint of a woman being the first human – what about Adam?  Even if a human being could have evolved from a subhuman form, how did that second individual evolve within the same lifetime and at the same location so the species could continue?  This is true not only of humans but of every species that is supposed to have evolved.
A second error that is made is to say the story of Adam and Eve is an allegory.  In other words it is not to be taken literally it is merely a story made up to symbolize the beginning of humans and of sin.  This kind of teaching extends to other so-called myths of the Bible, e.g. Joshua’s long day, Jonah and the whale, etc.

The Bible teaches that Jesus was a descendant of Adam who was the son of God (Luke 3:23-38).  The apostle Paul spoke of Adam as an historical figure (1 Corinthians 15:22).  He also spoke of Eve and the serpent as historical realities (2 Corinthians 11:3).  He used Eve to illustrate the ease with which one is corrupted (1 Timothy 2:12-14), treating her as a literal person.

Jesus also referred to the first couple as literal figures (Matthew 19:1-8).  If the story is an allegory then Jesus was wrong in referring to them.  For a Christian to say that the omniscient Second Person of the Trinity was mislead in believing this is unthinkable.

The first three chapters in the Bible are either fact or fiction.  As Christians we accept them as fact.  The mythical treatment of Old Testament historical figures shows how far removed some modern day teachings are from true Christianity.

God placed Adam and Eve in a beautiful garden eastward in Eden.  Scripture doesn’t say how long they lived in this garden but we do know that within one chapter of the account of their creation, Adam and Eve disobeyed God’s commandment to them.  The one object that was forbidden was the fruit of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil (Genesis 2:16-17).  This command is stated in the Bible as given to Adam before the woman was formed (vs. 18), but it was applied to both since Eve had knowledge of it (3:2-3).  Eve was created with reason and understanding and was to be equally obedient to her Creator.  Eve, like Adam, was also given the power of choice.
The Lord placed the tree of the knowledge of good and evil in the garden and commanded the couple not to eat of it.  He gave them the choice to obey Him or to disobey Him.  They did not need to eat of it because God alone knew how to distinguish good from evil and He was in direct communication with them to guide them.  The question is posed, why did God place this before them knowing they would ear of it?  God desired to create a race of people who would love Him and have fellowship with Him.  But love cannot exist unless it is freely given.  Thus the power of choice was granted.  Without the freedom to do right and wrong and the ability to choose between them true love could not be given.  Thus God created man and placed the one restriction upon him.

Three chapters from the beginning of the Bible we meet Satan for the first time.  Three chapters from the end of the Bible we see him for the last time (Revelation 2:10).  The first time we see Satan he comes as the tempter.  He assumed the form of a serpent and began a conversation with Eve (Genesis 3:1).  The first step in the downward fall of Eve came when she continued the conversation with the devil.  Eve was no match for the evil one; she knew nothing of sin whereas he was full of subtlety (craftiness).  She had been equipped with the one thing to defeat him, the Word of God.  Although her Bible was small (two verses, Genesis 2:16-17) it would have been all she needed to master Satan had she used it correctly.
The serpent’s first question was a test of Eve’s knowledge, Genesis 3:1 “. . .Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden?”  In effect he was asking if she was sure of what God had said.  He misquoted the Word from the beginning.  Unfortunately Eve’s answer showed that she too was guilty of misusing God’s Word, Genesis 3:2-3 “And the woman said unto the serpent, We may eat of the fruit of the trees of the garden:  but of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God hath said, Ye shall not eat of it, neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die.”  To Eve’s credit she corrected the serpent’s question, she said, “we may eat of all the trees in the garden, except one.”  To her fault, Eve added to the Word, she added neither shall ye touch it which God had not said (ref. 2:16-17).  Eve also lessened the impact of disobedience when she said, “lest ye die” which differed from the original “thou shalt surely die.”

After questioning God’s Word, Satan now flatly denies it, Genesis 3:4 “And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely die.”  Satan calls God a liar.  Then he makes his own promise to the woman, Genesis 3:5 “For God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing good from evil.”  His statement was half-true, they couldn’t become as God by having total knowledge but rather by having autonomy (independence) particularly moral freedom.  Their eyes would be opened, but the result turned into a curse rather than the blessing he had promised.  Satan didn’t tell Eve to sin but he insinuated that if she did she would be happier and better off.
Decisions, we all make them every day of our lives.  Dr. Erick Klinger of the University of Minnesota made a study a few years ago that found the average person makes between three hundred to seventeen hundred decisions every day.  Most of them are small, e.g. which socks to wear, what to eat for breakfast, should I drink that second cup of coffee, etc.  But some decisions have long-lasting effects upon us.  Some decisions alter not only our lives but also the lives of others.  Sometimes we put a lot of time and mental energy into making a decision that turns out to be a small one that has hardly any impact on our lives.  At other times we can make a decision which seems small at the time but turns out to have a profound impact upon the rest of our life.  I don’t know how much time and thought Eve put into deciding whether to eat the fruit, but the decision she made concerning this fruit had a profound effect upon the history of the entire world.
The downward steps of Eve came in four phases:

1. She saw.  The book of 1 John describes three areas of temptation.  All these were manifested in Eve:  1 John 2:16 “For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh [and when the woman saw that the tree was good for food], and the lust of the eyes [and that it was pleasant to the eyes], and the pride of life [and a tree to be desired to make one wise], is not of the Father, but is of the world.”
   Certainly the temptation of Satan to doubt the Word of God was the beginning of her fall but Eve dwelt at the tree looking and thinking.  There are certain things we cannot help but see, that is temptation, but when we dwell on these things they turn into sin.

2. She took.  She was now playing with temptation, taking it in her hand.

3. She did eat.  Satan can tempt us.  He can pander to our desires.  But he cannot force us to sin.  Sin comes from a rebellion within us.  The moment Eve ate of the fruit she became a sinner.
4. She gave.  One moment Eve was innocent and free.  The next moment she was entangled in the snare of evil.  It didn’t take weeks or months for her sin to develop, it sprang full-blown in her.  The woman who was tempted became a temptress and seducer.  Eve entangled her husband in her sin.

Genesis 2:7 “But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it:  for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.”
This was God’s word to Adam and Eve.  There are three key elements involved in the quotation:
1) The Tree of the knowledge of good and evil.

2) The meaning of the phrase “in the day that thou eatest thereof.”
3) The meaning of the phrase “thou shalt surely die.”
Some place a type of magical significance to the tree.  Others have said it contained a secret enzyme that would automatically induce a wide body of knowledge that embraced the whole gamut of good and evil.

The tree was an instrument used as a symbol to test the first human couple’s actions.  Would they obey God or assert their own wills against God’s clear command?  To argue that the tree itself contained some magical ingredient would be to miss the point entirely.  The tree was a test of the couple’s intention to obey God.  It represents the possibility that creatures made in God’s image could refuse to obey Him.  The tree served as a concrete expression of that rebellion.

Some people wonder about the phrase “in the day.”  Was Satan being more honest that God when he stated, “thou shalt not surely die”?  The phrase here didn’t imply immediacy of action (on that very day) but rather it pointed to the certainty of the predicted consequence (death was set in motion by the act initiated on that day).

What did death mean?  The Bible refers to three different types of death:

1) Physical death—the separation of the soul and spirit from the body.

2) Spiritual death (the kind that forces guilty persons to hide from the presence of God)—the separation of a person spiritually from God.

3) The Second death—when a person is finally, totally and eternally separated from God without hope of reversal.

In the case in the Garden, spiritual death was the immediate outcome of disobedience.  This death ensued immediately, they became “. . . dead in trespasses and sins” (Ephesians 2:1).  Physical death began that day in the Garden; they became dying creatures on that day.

The New Testament tells us that Eve was deceived into sinning (2 Corinthians 11:3; 1 Timothy 2:14).  George Matheson said, “The temptation was not in itself the wish to transgress, but the will to possess; the transgression is merely a means.”  She was not in direct rebellion against God but was seduced and deceived into thinking her action was right.  Adam, however, was not deceived; he stepped into sin knowing what he was doing.  Therefore the responsibility for the fall rests upon Adam (Romans 5:12-14; 1 Corinthians 15:21-22).
Adam and Eve had no inherited sin.  Coming from the hand of God they were pure and holy.  Created sinless yet they became the first sinners and introduced sin to their offspring and since that time all have been “. . . shapened in iniquity and born in sin” (Psalm 51:5).  Nobody has to learn how to be a sinner.  Nobody has to be taught how to tell lies, how to be self-willed, or how to throw a temper tantrum.  We are all good at sinning quite naturally.  Even the best of people have natures that are prone to evil (Romans 7:21).

When confronted with their sin, Adam and Eve showed their new natures.  Adam not only blamed Eve for his sin but came close to blaming God Himself, Genesis 3:12 “And the man said, The woman whom thou gavest to be with me, she gave me of the tree, and I did eat.”  Eve blamed Satan, Genesis 3:13 “And the LORD God said unto the woman, What is this that thou hast done?  And the woman said, The serpent beguiled me, and I did eat.”  Blame replaced trust and love.  Psychologists and psychiatrists are kept busy by an entire society trying to deal with the blame, the guilt, and the alienation that separate us from one another.  Instead of facing the consequences of our actions, now we try to blame our parents on the way we were raised, or we try to blame society, or anyone that’s handy so we don’t have to accept the blame ourselves.

God also rejected the coverings of fig leaves the couple had made.  The first sin should have brought physical death to Adam and Eve but the first one to die was an animal to provide a covering for them (Genesis 3:21).  This speaks of Calvary where Jesus through the sacrifice of Himself provided a spotless robe of righteousness for those who repent and believe.
As a result of Adam and Eve’s disobedience, God brought judgment not only upon the serpent and them but also upon the whole creation.  The judgment on the serpent was, Genesis 3:14-15 “And the Lord God said unto the serpent, Because thou hast done this, thou art cursed above all cattle, and above every beast of the field; upon thy belly shalt thou go, and dust shalt thou eat all the days of thy life:  And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel.”  This includes the first promise of the Redeemer.  The seed of the woman is Jesus Christ.  “Thou shalt bruise his heel,” means Satan would cause Christ to suffer, but this was not a mortal wound because Christ arose from the grave (Acts 2:29-31; 1 Peter 1:3).  But the wound to the serpent was fatal, “bruise thy head,” (Colossians 2:15; Hebrews 2:14-15).

The curse unto Adam included the curse upon creation, Genesis 3:17-19, “And unto Adam he said, Because thou hast hearkened unto the voice of thy wife, and hast eaten of the tree, of which I commanded thee, saying, Thou shalt not eat of it: cursed is the ground for thy sake; in sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the days of thy life;  Thorns also and thistles shall it bring forth to thee; and thou shalt eat the herb of the field;  In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou return unto the ground; for out of it wast thou taken: for dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return.”  The soil, once without weeds, would now produce thorns and thistles.  The animal kingdom was cursed; no longer would the wolf and lamb eat peacefully together.  The stronger would rule the weaker.  The keeping of the garden that Adam did with no toil would now become hard work.  And now man’s ultimate destiny on this earth would be to return to the dust of the ground.
Unto the woman the word was, Genesis 3:16 “Unto the woman he said, I will greatly multiply thy sorrow and thy conception; in sorrow thou shalt bring forth children; and thy desire shall be to thy husband, and he shall rule over thee.”  Childbirth unto that time had not been an unpleasant experience, Genesis 1:28 “And God blessed them, and God said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth, and subdue it. . .” The curse doesn’t necessarily include just the ordeal of giving birth to a child, but also the whole process of bringing children into the world and raising them up.

A mother doesn’t stop having pain with her children when they are born—it continues the rest of her life.  Mothers never cease worrying about their children.  Why?  Children never cease giving their mothers something to worry about.  Why?  Sin.  Eve felt the bitter consequences of her sin later when her son, Cain, murdered his younger brother Abel.  The sin that had been ushered into the world by Adam and her was now causing her grief through her children.

No mother should be shocked at the conduct of her child, as though her offspring should be “above” sin.  But neither does she need to despair.  The original harmony with the Father can be restored to anyone at anytime through Jesus Christ.  The same quality of eternal life which Adam and Eve shared with Him can be given back to any of us, their children.
The second part of the curse unto Eve has caused a great deal of controversy as to what exactly it means.  “Thy desire shall be to thy husband, and he shall rule over thee.”  What is meant by the woman’s desire being to her husband?  Some say it means the woman desires for her husband to rule over her.  I’ve seen enough marriages and been around enough married couples to know for certain that isn’t true.  Others say this means a woman’s physical desire for her husband will lead to his rule over her.  Again, obviously this isn’t the case.

The leadership spoken of here is concerning spiritual leadership.  Some men want to extend the ruler ship to all areas of a marriage.  The man is not the head of the house in that he is the supreme boss in every decision that is made.  For instance a couple is looking for a new couch and the wife prefers one and the husband likes the other.  I don’t believe he has the right to say, “I’m the head of the house, we’re buying this one.”  In those situations love and good taste should be the criteria for the decision.  Generally women have better taste in household furniture than do the husbands.  On the other hand, husbands would have better knowledge of automobiles, etc.  When an important decision must be made and either no one wants to make it or there is confusion, then the husband should be able to make that decision.

Secondly, as concerning spiritual leadership, wives do not necessarily give in to their mates on spiritual matters just because he is the husband.  Some men say to their wives, “the Bible says I’m the head of the house, you are to follow me.”  Generally men who make statements like that never try to earn the respect of their wives or children.  They want the leadership of the home handed to them on a silver platter just because he is a man.  It doesn’t work that way.  The man must earn the leadership of the home.

The word “desire” in the above passage is the Hebrew (teshuwgah).  The term comes from an Arabic root that means to compel, impel, urge or seek control over.  The only other verse in Genesis where this same term is used is in the next chapter concerning Cain, Genesis 4:7 “If thou doest well, shalt thou not be accepted?  And if thou doest not well, sin lieth at the door.  And unto thee shall be his desire, and thou shalt rule over him.”  Sin wanted to master Cain, but God commanded Cain to master sin.  Obviously God didn’t tell Cain that he would master sin (he didn’t, he later killed his brother), the message was that he should master sin.  So the statement concerning Eve was that the man was to rule over her but she was going to compel him to do so.  In other words she would seek to control him but he had to earn the right to rule her.
If the man does earn that right, the wife is to submit to his leadership.  Ephesians 5:22 says, “Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands, as unto the Lord.”  Notice that in this same passage children are commanded to obey their parents and servants are commanded to obey their masters.  But the message to wives is to “submit.”  The Greek word for submit is hupotasso and was originally a military word meaning “to arrange or rank under.”  In this verse the idea is to relinquish one’s right, the willing submission of the wife to the husband.

Some women may ask, “Why does it have to work that way?  Why does the man get the priority of being head of the house?”  If you look at those questions you may see where the trouble lies.  The attitude expressed is self-serving.  Our natural inclination is to strive to be the boss and have others submit to us and our ideas.  The Bible teaches us we are to serve one another, 1 Peter 5:5-6 “Likewise, ye younger, submit yourselves unto the elder.  Yea, all of you be subject one to another, and be clothed with humility:  for God resisteth the proud, and giveth grace to the humble.  Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, that he may exalt you in due time.”  Christians are to follow the example of Christ.  The Bible says of Jesus, Mark 10:45 “For even the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his life a ransom for many.”  Christ was the ultimate example of servant hood.
Whether male or female we are to serve others if we are Christians.  The husband also has the duty to serve his wife, Ephesians 5:28 “So ought men to love their wives as their own bodies.  He that loveth his wife loveth himself.”  Anyone who looks at his or her marriage with the idea of seeing who has more authority has the wrong idea of the marriage relationship.  Part of the problem comes from our interpretation of the word “rule” in Genesis 3:16.  We sometimes see that word as meaning someone who has supreme authority over others such as a king ruling his kingdom.  The Hebrew word used in the verse is mashal, and means, “To have an influence over.”  So the husband is not the head of the house in that he is the supreme commander of the household but rather in the fact that he has (or should have) the chief influence in the house.

I believe concerning the spiritual head of the house that God’s ordained plan is that the husband be this head.  The offer is extended to the husband.  If he proves worthy of this leadership by his service to the Lord and to his family, by his study of God’s Word and by his spiritually pure life, then the wife is to submit to his leadership.  If the husband doesn’t earn this role then the wife assumes it.
Eve wasn’t named until after the sin and the curse (Genesis 3:20).  Before that time she was simply called woman.  The name Eve means “life giver.”  This name seems ironic since she, along with her husband, brought death into the world.  The omniscient God granted Adam wisdom to name his wife Eve as a foretelling of what she would become.  Eve was the forebear of Mary, who would bear the Messiah.  Christ would once again bring life and eternity to humanity; He would banish death and sin forever.  Christ would once and for all bring forgiveness to even the first of all sinners, Eve.

