Ananias and Sapphira
(They died because they lied)

Acts 5:1-11

Dr. Henry H. Halley says of covetousness and religious hypocrisy, “God does not strike us dead every time we are guilty of it.  If He did, people would be falling down dead in the churches all the time.”

The last few verses of Acts chapter four tell of the believers in the early church selling their possessions and giving the proceeds to the church.  Evidently Ananias and Sapphira wanted the reputation for benevolence other believers, like Barnabas (4:36-37), had.  But Ananias and Sapphira didn’t want to give all.  They wanted to give a part and make it look like all.

The sin of the couple wasn’t in robbing God of money.  There was no demand on them from God or the believing community that they should sell their possessions.  Having sold the possession, they were not required to give any of the money to the church, “. . . and after it was sold, was it not in thine own power?” (5:4).  The sin was in their hypocrisy and in the lie they attempted to tell, not only to the brotherhood, but to the Holy Spirit.

(5:3) “Why hath Satan filled thine heart. . .”  Jesus said of Satan, he “. . .abode not in the truth, because there is no truth in him.  When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own:  for his is a liar, and the father of it” (John 8:44).  Ananias and Sapphira tried to deceive the church.  In doing so they were lying to God.  The source of their deception was Satan.  The spiritual armor (Ephesians 6:10-18) is to be put on by Christians because Satan can and will work within the Church if given the opportunity.  He desires to destroy the church, and the easiest way to do it is to use those who are within the fellowship.  As Christians we need to keep a strict watch on our attitudes and actions.  Had Ananias and Sapphira judged their own sin, God would not have judged them (1 Corinthians 11:31).
This incident is a warning, right in the beginning days of the church, against using, or misusing, the church as a means of self-glorification.  Pride was the particular sin of Satan (1 Timothy 3:16; Isaiah 14:12-15).  Pride in any area of our lives is destructive.  When we are concerned about “looking good” in the eyes of others, there is no end to the things we will do.  Lying is one of the easier ways for us to build our reputation in other’s eyes.  When we can’t be, as the Army says, “All we can be” oftentimes we are tempted to lie so we will appear to be more than we are.  If that doesn’t work we can always spread lies about others to drag them down to our level.  In doing so, we may not look like much, but no one else does either.
We especially need to keep our pride in check in our service to the Lord.  Ananias and Sapphira wanted honor for their gift to the church.  Jesus warned that in our giving we should be careful, lest the glory that belongs to God should be given to us (Matthew 6:1-2).  Whatever we possess, God has given to us; we are stewards, not owners.  We must use what He gives us for His glory alone (John 5:44).

