Ordinances of the Church
Baptism

Articles of Faith of Free Will Baptists
13. GOSPEL ORDINANCES. Baptism or the immersion of believers in water, and the Lord's Supper, are ordinances to be perpetuated under the Gospel.  Feet Washing, an ordinance teaching humility, is of universal obligation, and is to be ministered to all true believers.

Treatise of the Faith of Free Will Baptists
CHAPTER XVIII 
Ordinances of the Gospel 
1. Christian Baptism. This is the immersion of believers in water, in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, in which are represented the burial and resurrection of Christ, the death of Christians to the world, the washing of their souls from the pollution of sin, their rising to newness of life, their engagement to serve God, and their resurrection at the last day.
2. The Lord's Supper. This is a commemoration of the death of Christ for our sins in the use of bread which He made the emblem of His broken body, and the cup, the emblem of His shed blood, and by it the believer expresses his love for Christ, his faith and hope in Him, and pledges to Him perpetual fidelity.
It is the privilege and duty of all who have spiritual union with Christ to commemorate His death, and no man has a right to forbid these tokens to the least of His disciples.
3. Washing the Saints' Feet. This is a sacred ordinance, which teaches humility and reminds the believer of the necessity of a daily cleansing from all sin.  It was instituted by the Lord Jesus Christ, and called an "example" on the night of His betrayal, and in connection with the institution of the Lord's Supper. It is the duty and happy prerogative of every believer to observe this sacred ordinance.

Ordinances are outward signs the church follows to give us symbolic pictures of eternal truths.  In the Old Testament the feasts and sacrifices were types (illustrations) of the work of Christ who was to come.  Today we observe these ordinances to look back on what Christ has done and what we should be as a result of His saving grace applied to our hearts.

Some call these sacraments, this comes from the Latin word sacranebtum, which means “to dedicate to God or to sacred use.”  Others call these Ordinances “a direction or command of an authoritative nature.”  These were “ordained” or established and required by Christ.

Through the years there have been different numbers of ordinances performed by the church.  The 12th century church observed as many as 30 ordinances.  The Catholic Church trimmed the number to seven.  Most orthodox Christian churches today recognize either two or three.

The Free Will Baptists observe three ordinances.  According to the Articles of Faith of the Free Will Baptists:

Gospel Ordinances. BAPTISM, or the immersion of believers in water, and the LORD’S SUPPER, are ordinances to be perpetuated under the Gospel.  FEET WASHING, an ordinance teaching humility, is of universal obligation, and is to be ministered to all true believers.

Baptism:  All churches observe this ordinance.  It is administered once and is not repeated, whereas the Lord’s Supper and Washing the Saint’s Feet are observed many times.

Several points show the importance of Baptism:

A.  Jesus was baptized. Matthew 3:16, “And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up straightway out of the water: and, lo, the heavens were opened unto him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove, and lighting upon him.”  John the Baptist baptized Jesus.  John’s baptism was different than ours in that his ministry was before the church was formed.  He baptized unto repentance Matthew 3:11, “I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance . . .” The people were to repent to prepare themselves for the Messiah who was to come Acts 19:4, “Then said Paul, John verily baptized with the baptism of repentance, saying unto the people, that they should believe on him which should come after him, that is, on Christ Jesus.”  That Messiah was Jesus and yet Jesus Himself was baptized by John.  Why?  In submitting to the baptism of John, Jesus identified with John’s message of repentance.  By the act of baptism Jesus confirmed the truth of John’s message and baptism.

B.  Jesus approved of His disciples baptizing. John 4:1-2, “When therefore the Lord knew how the Pharisees had heard that Jesus made and baptized more disciples than John, (Though Jesus himself baptized not, but his disciples,).”
C.  Christ commanded that people be baptized in this age.  Matthew 28:19-20, “Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:  Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen.”
The early church gave an important place to baptism:
Acts 2:38, 41, “Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.”
[41], “Then they that gladly received his word were baptized:  and the same day there were added unto them about three thousand souls.”
Acts 8:12-13, “But when they believed Philip preaching the things concerning the kingdom of God, and the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men and women.  [13] Then Simon himself believed also:  and when he was baptized, he continued with Philip. . .”
The book of Hebrews terms baptism a foundational truth. Hebrews 6:1-2, “Therefore leaving the principles of the doctrine of Christ, let us go on unto perfection; not laying again the foundation of repentance from dead works, and of faith toward God, Of the doctrine of baptisms, and of laying on of hands, and of resurrection of the dead, and of eternal judgment.”  The writer here mentions some of the foundational doctrines upon which Christianity is based—repentance, faith, etc. he mentions baptism as one of these foundations.

One of the questions that come up when speaking of baptism is who is to be baptized?  There are three major views concerning this:

The Catholic view:  The Roman Catholic Church believes that when the priest baptizes a person, that person receives new life in Christ.  As each person received the guilt of original sin from Adam, so each person can receive forgiveness and new life in Christ through baptism.  By baptism, the child or convert is not fully saved but is “born again” to begin his or her lifelong quest for full salvation (Bruce Shelley, Why Baptism, pg. 20).  Since this is so important, they believe everyone should be baptized (infants and new converts).

The Covenant view:  In this view baptism is seen as a sign of the new covenant with Christ.  A covenant is an agreement or contract between two parties, e.g. marriage.

God made a number of covenants with humanity.  One was the Noahic covenant.  God made a covenant with Noah that He would never destroy the world by water again.  The sign of the covenant was a rainbow.

God made a covenant with Abraham to offer salvation to him and his descendants in return for their faith.  The sign of the covenant was circumcision.

In the New Testament Jesus establishes a new covenant.  The Old Covenant is replaced by a new covenant, an agreement by God to give humanity salvation by grace through faith in Jesus.  The sign of the covenant is baptism.  In this view baptism does not result in salvation.  It is primarily a testimony to God’s promises in the gospel rather than a testimony to our faith.  Therefore infants may be baptized since the act is a testimony to God’s work and not our volitional act.
The Baptist view:  This is called the Baptist view though other denominations also believe this way.

This view sees baptism as a picture of our redemption in Christ (burial and resurrection), a sign of our having received Christ as our personal Savior.  Thus only believers are to be baptized, not infants.  The Scriptural order is always believe and then be baptized.  When Philip witnessed to the Ethiopian eunuch he made sure he believed in Jesus before he baptized him:  Acts 8:36-38, “And as they went on their way, they came unto a certain water: and the eunuch said, See, here is water; what doth hinder me to be baptized?
37 And Philip said, If thou believest with all thine heart, thou mayest. And he answered and said, I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.
38 And he commanded the chariot to stand still: and they went down both into the water, both Philip and the eunuch; and he baptized him.”
When Paul and Silas witnessed to the Philippian jailer and his family they spoke the gospel message of salvation through faith to them before they were baptized:  Acts 16:30-33, “And brought them out, and said, Sirs, what must I do to be saved?
31  And they said, Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and thy house.
32  And they spake unto him the word of the Lord, and to all that were in his house.
33  And he took them the same hour of the night, and washed their stripes; and was baptized, he and all his, straightway.”
Another question raised by baptism is, by what method should a person be baptized?  Baptists perform baptism by total immersion.  The Greek word translated baptize (baptism, etc.) in the New Testament is baptizo which means, “to dunk or immerse, to sink in water.”  In ancient times before a battle the Greek soldiers would get a vat and put blood in it.  They would pass by and immerse their swords into this vat so the blood would cover their swords.  They did this to psyche themselves up for the battle but also so that their swords would already have tasted blood before the battle.  When the soldiers did this ritual they would “baptizo” their swords.  So it seems by the word used that total immersion is what the Bible teaches.

 The sixth chapter of Romans gives us the meaning of baptism.  In this chapter Paul is talking about baptism into Christ.  Water baptism is an illustration of this baptism into Christ.  It is an outward expression of an inward experience.  Water baptism illustrates the believer’s death (to sin), burial, and resurrection in Christ.

The second verse in this chapter states, “. . . How shall we, that are dead to sin, live any longer therein?”  Because we are “in Christ,” and He died in our place, we are counted dead with Him, Colossians 3:3, “For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God.”  Our lives are hid with Christ and we are dead to sin.

The fourth verse in Romans six says, “Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.”  When a person is baptized they enter the water (a foreign element) which illustrates their death to sin.  When they are placed into the water they are taken out of sight.  This illustrates their burial.  When a person is under the water the people on the shore can see the banks of the river, the other people in and out of the water and even the water itself.  They can’t see the person being baptized; the water has covered them.  They are “hid with Christ in God.”  When the person rises out of the water it symbolizes their resurrection with Christ.  As the person leaves the water and walks onto the shore they are walking out in “newness of life,” they are a new creature in Christ and are living a new life to prove it.

