Purpose of the Church (part 2)

What is the purpose of the church?  There are several areas given in the Scriptures as to what the church is supposed to do.  The first lesson covered “worship,” the other four will be covered in this lesson.

1) Worship

2) Preaching/Teaching

3) Evangelism/Missions

4) Training Converts

5) Discipline
     Preaching/Teaching:  This was included under the study of worship and it is a part of worship.  The instruction of the word is a vital part of any church’s ministry.  Truth is foundational to Christianity, Jesus said, “And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free” (John 8:32).  Pilate asked Jesus, “What is truth?” (John 18:38).  Some say Pilate was asking this question cynically certain that no one knew the answer.  Possibly, because there are people in our generation that are certain no one knows the answer.  But a person must know the truth, divinely given, before they can inherit eternal life.  If people are to obtain salvation and then grow spiritually, they must be grounded in the truth.  Jesus said, “Sanctify them through thy truth:  thy word is truth” (John 17:17).  

The church as individuals and as a corporate body must have biblical instruction to mature spiritually and become the witnesses in the world that we should be.

“All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine (what we believe), for reproof (conviction for wrong behavior or wrong belief), for correction (restoration of something to its proper condition), for instruction in righteousness (refers to the process of training a child):  That the man of God may be perfect (capable or proficient), thoroughly furnished (fully prepared) unto all good works” (2 Timothy 3:16, 17).
Paul is saying that it is through the Scriptures that we get our foundational beliefs (doctrine), and our instruction for living (reproof, correction, instruction), so we can be the workers for the Lord we need to be.  The church must instruct its people in the word.

Evangelism/Missions:  The commonly held definition of missions is “carrying the gospel to new regions.”  This can include foreign missions carrying the gospel to other parts of the world or home missions carrying the gospel into new regions in the United States.

The great commission of Jesus given to His disciples is, “Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:  Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the world. Amen” (Matthew 28:19, 20).
Obviously everyone cannot go onto the mission fields to spread the gospel.  The responsibility of the local church is twofold:
1) Support of the missionaries, “Now ye Philippians know also, that in the beginning of the gospel, when I departed from Macedonia, no church communicated with me as concerning giving and receiving, but ye only.  For even in Thessalonica ye sent once and again unto my necessity.  Not because I desire a gift: but I desire fruit that may abound to your account” (Philippians 4:15-17).  Paul was here commending the church for the support they were giving him while he was on a missionary journey.  But notice the reason was not that he desired the gift but rather that it would be credited to their account.  The local church should support missionaries.

2) Support of the people. “Now concerning the collection for the saints, as I have given order to the churches of Galatia, even so do ye. . . .And when I come, whomsoever ye shall approve by your letters, them will I send to bring your liberality unto Jerusalem” (1 Corinthians 16: 1, 3).  Paul was here speaking of the collection for the destitute believers in the famine stricken city of Jerusalem (ref. Acts 11:28).  The local church is to support the missionaries and their work by helping the people of the mission field.

Evangelism is local mission work.  We are all to spread the gospel.  There are two ways to evangelize:
1) Through our lives. “Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven” (Matthew 5:16).  The most powerful instrument we have in evangelism is our lives.  When people see the peace, love, and contentment we show in our lives they will desire to have what we have.
2) Through our words.  “But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready always to give an answer to every man that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you with meekness and fear” (1 Peter 3:15).  This goes back to the reason for preaching/teaching.  We should know what we believe and why we believe it.  We should also know how to lead someone to Christ through the Scriptures.

Four observations on evangelism:

Evangelism was never limited to a church gathering.  Some people feel that souls can only be won to the Lord in the church after hearing a four-point sermon (or five point, etc.).  The truth is we can lead people to Christ anywhere we are.

The Christian always initiated evangelism in the early church.  Don’t expect sinners to come to you and ask how to be saved.  It can happen, and does, but not often.  We are to go into the world and witness for Christ.  

Evangelism is often connected with another unrelated event or experience.  Many people are lead to Christ on their jobs, or at a family gathering, etc.  You must always be ready for the Holy Spirit to be working with the lost anywhere and anytime.

Evangelism was never something anyone was forced into or manipulated to do.  People are not persuaded, they’re attracted to Christ.

Training Converts:  In the great commission Jesus told His disciples, “Go ye therefore, and teach all nations” meaning, “make disciples” in all nations.  He then said, “Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you.”  After a person is converted, we are not to let them try to learn the Scriptures and the Christian life by themselves.  We are to instruct people (back to preaching/teaching).

Paul told Timothy, “And the things that thou hast heard of me among many witnesses, the same commit thou to faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also” (2 Timothy 2:2).  Jesus taught the disciples and passed the work on to them.  The disciples taught others and passed the work on to them.  Others have taught us and passed the work to us.  Somebody invested the gospel in us—we are to invest it in others.  This pertains to every Christian, not just a select few.  Some people will say, “I don’t know much.”  John MacArthur’s answer to this is, “find someone who knows less than you do and tell them what you do know.”  Then go find someone who knows more than you do and have them tell you what they know.  We are all to work with new Christians to help them grow in grace and knowledge.

Discipline:  Christ’s purpose for the church is to sanctify it and present it to Himself without spot or wrinkle (Ephesians 5:26-27).  All the activities of the church should also aim at this goal, including discipline.

There are four objectives in discipline:

To remove the defilement and leavening influence that sin brings, 1 Corinthians 5:6-7 “Your glorying is not good.  Know ye not that a little leavening leaveneth the whole lump?  Purge out therefore the old leaven, that ye may be a new lump. . .”
To protect other believers from sinning and challenge them to godliness, Galatians 6:1 “Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual, restore such an one in the spirit of meekness; considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted.”  1 Timothy 5:20 “Them that sin rebuke before all, that others also may fear.”
To produce soundness in faith, Titus 1:13 “This witness is true. Wherefore rebuke them sharply, that they may be sound in the faith.”
To reclaim and restore the erring brother, (cf. 2 Corinthians 2:5-11).

Three principles for discipline:

No partiality, 1 Timothy 5:21 “I charge thee before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, and the elect angels, that thou observe these things without preferring one before another, doing nothing by partiality.”

Not hasty, but with deliberate steps, Matthew 18:15-17 “Moreover if thy brother shall trespass against thee, go and tell him his fault between thee and him alone: if he shall hear thee, thou hast gained thy brother.  But if he will not hear thee, then take with thee one or two more, that in the mouth of two or three witnesses every word may be established.  And if he shall neglect to hear them, tell it unto the church: but if he neglect to hear the church, let him be unto thee as an heathen man and a publican.”
With the goal of correction and eventual restoration 2 Corinthians 2:6-8, “Sufficient to such a man is this punishment, which was inflicted of many.  So that contrariwise ye ought rather to forgive him, and comfort him, lest perhaps such a one should be swallowed up with overmuch sorrow.  Wherefore I beseech you that ye would confirm your love toward him.”
People to be disciplined:

An accused elder, 1 Timothy 5:19-20 “Against an elder receive not an accusation, but before two or three witnesses.”
A sinning brother, Matthew 18:15-17 “Moreover if thy brother shall trespass against thee. . .”
An overtaken brother, Galatians 6:1 “Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault. . .”
An unruly brother, 2 Thessalonians 3:6; 10-12 “Now we command you, brethren, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye withdraw yourselves from every brother that walketh disorderly, and not after the tradition which he received of us.
 (10-12) For even when we were with you, this we commanded you, that if any would not work, neither should he eat.  For we hear that there are some which walk among you disorderly, working not at all, but are busybodies.  Now them that are such we command and exhort by our Lord Jesus Christ, that with quietness they work, and eat their own bread.”
False teachers, Titus 1:10-13 “For there are many unruly and vain talkers and deceivers, specially they of the circumcision:  Whose mouths must be stopped . . . This witness is true.  Wherefore rebuke them sharply, that they may be sound in the faith:”
Those who cause divisions or unsettle the church, Titus 3:9-11 “But avoid foolish questions, and genealogies, and contentions, and strivings about the law; for they are unprofitable and vain.  A man that is an heretick after the first and second admonition reject;  Knowing that he that is such is subverted, and sinneth, being condemned of himself.”
The immoral brother, 1 Corinthians 5:11 “But now I have written unto you not to keep company, if any man that is called a brother be a fornicator, or covetous, or an idolter, or a railer, or a drunkard, or an extortioner, with such an one no not to eat.”
