The Church
The Body of Christ

The Bride of Christ

Although church is the common term used to designate those who belong to Christ, there are several other terms that express the relationship between the Head and the body:

The Body of Christ – This is the apostle Paul’s favorite term for describing the church.  In the fourth chapter of Ephesians and the first chapter of Colossians he uses the term concerning the headship of Christ over the body:

Colossians 1:18, “And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead; that in all things he might have the preeminence.”
Notice he doesn’t say the church is like a body; he says the church is the body of Christ.  Just as our bodies are the visible expression of ourselves, the body (the church) is the visible expression of Christ.  The only Christ men see is His people.  Thus when Paul was persecuting the early Christians he heard on the Damascus road the question, “. . . Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me?” (Acts 9:4).

Just as Paul used the term in the above verses to show the headship of Christ over the church, in Romans 12 and 1 Corinthians 12 it is the interrelation of the members of the body that interests him:

Romans 12:3-5, “For I say, through the grace given unto me, to every man that is among you, not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think; but to think soberly, according as God hath dealt to every man the measure of faith.

4 For as we have many members in one body, and all members have not the same office:
5 So we, being many, are one body in Christ, and every one members one of another.”
1 Corinthians 12:12-14, “For as the body is one, and hath many members, and all the members of that one body, being many, are one body: so also is Christ.
13 For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and have been all made to drink into one Spirit.
14 For the body is not one member, but many.”

Considering the body as members of each other brings some thoughts forth.  First, the body means interdependence and harmony.  Our physical bodies have different systems with different purposes.  Some of the systems are for the life of the body itself (the circulatory system, the respiratory system, etc).  Other systems are used for functions of the body (the optical system, the auditory system, etc).  There are other systems used to maneuver us about (the muscular system, the nervous system, etc).  Each system has a purpose and each part of each system has a purpose.  So it is with the body of Christ.  We are all interdependent upon each other and if we each fill our part we will live in harmony.  There is no room for independence in the body.  Just as one part of our physical bodies could not go out on its own and survive, neither can a member of the body of Christ consider themselves independent from the rest of the body. 

Second, the body means that ministry is not the perquisite of the few but is the responsibility of every part.  There are two ways this happens in our churches.  First, sometimes certain people wish to take the whole load of the church upon them.  The offices and ministries of the church are divided among a select few who control the functioning of the church body.  More often, however, the offices and ministries of the church are thrust upon a certain few because no one else will help them.  Apathy toward the work of Christ is common in all churches.  Ideally all churches should have a place for every member in at least one ministry, most churches do not; but this works out okay because, sadly, most church members don’t have the time to work for Christ.

Third, the body means mutual respect between the members as it works together in unity.  Paul addressed the unity of the church in Ephesians 4:1-3:  “I therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you that ye walk worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are called,

2 With all lowliness and meekness, with longsuffering, forbearing one another in love;
3 Endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.”
Notice here he didn’t tell the people to generate unity, they already had it.  They were to maintain the unity God had already given them.

Paul also addressed the church at Corinth concerning unity:

1 Corinthians 1:10-11, “Now I beseech you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions among you; but that ye be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the same judgment.

11 For it hath been declared unto me of you, my brethren, by them which are of the house of Chloe, that there are contentions among you.”
The church at Corinth had divisions and contentions among them.  Sad but true the churches today also have divisions and contentions.  Contentions come a lot of times over trivial matters in the church.  When these contentions arise the persons involved should say, “God, You and I know that I’m right, but I’m going to set that aside and seek the unity of the church.”  Why?  The unity of the church is more important than my personal opinion about something.

The Bride of Christ – The Old Testament portrays Israel as the wife of Jehovah.  She has been unfaithful to her Husband but is destined to be restored.

The New Testament portrays the church as the bride of Christ (ref. 2 Corinthians 11:2; Ephesians 5:29-33).  The oriental marriage is a picture of the church and Christ.  This marriage had three steps:

The legal marriage—the bridegroom paid a dowry to the bride’s parents and the marriage was official, even though the groom hadn’t yet claimed his bride to live with him.  This was the case concerning Joseph and Mary when they were traveling to Bethlehem in Luke 2.  Mary was his “espoused wife,” he had paid the dowry for her (the marriage was official) even though she “had not known a man” (was still a virgin, Luke 1:34).  She was officially the wife of Joseph though he had not yet claimed her as his wife.

The bridegroom would go and prepare a home for the couple to live in.  The home had to be finished before he could claim his bride.  After this was completed, the bridegroom with his companions would go to the house of the bride and claim her and take her back to his home.  This was the case in the twenty-fifth chapter of Matthew in the parable of the ten virgins (25:1-13).  In that instance the ten virgins were waiting for the bridegroom’s return.

When the procession arrived at the bridegroom’s home, the marriage feast would begin.

Taking this as a picture of the spiritual relationship of the church and Christ we are now in step two.  Christ has already paid the price for the church, 1 Corinthians 6:20, “For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God's.”
Jesus has now gone to prepare a place for us, John 14:2-3, “In my Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you.
3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also.”
When our home is ready, Jesus will return and claim the bride for the wedding, Revelation 19:7-9, “Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honour to him: for the marriage of the Lamb is come, and his wife hath made herself ready.

8 And to her was granted that she should be arrayed in fine linen, clean and white: for the fine linen is the righteousness of saints.
9 And he saith unto me, Write, Blessed are they which are called unto the marriage supper of the Lamb. And he saith unto me, These are the true sayings of God.”
Another term used to describe the church and Christ:

A building - 1 Corinthians 3:9, “For we are labourers together with God: ye are God's husbandry, ye are God's building.”
1 Corinthians 3:16-17, “Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you?
17 If any man defile the temple of God, him shall God destroy; for the temple of God is holy, which temple ye are.”
The church (the body of Christ) is a spiritual building.  Paul says in Ephesians 2 the household of God is built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets with Jesus Christ being the chief cornerstone.  The foundation of the building has already been laid and it is secure.  The building is still in the process of being built; a new stone in the building is added each time a person is saved.

The passage in Ephesians also says the building is placed together for a dwelling place of God in the Spirit.  He fills the building with His presence.

There are other terms used in the New Testament used to illustrate the church:

The Glory of Christ—Ephesians 3:21; 2 Corinthians 8:23

The House of Christ—Hebrews 3:6

The House of God—1 Timothy 3:15; Hebrews 10:21

The Habitation of God—Ephesians 2:19-22; 1 Peter 2:4-5

The Temple of God—1 Corinthians 3:16, 17; 2 Corinthians 6:16

God’s Building—1 Corinthians 3:9

God’s Heritage—1 Peter 5:3

The Church of God—Acts 20:28; 1 Timothy 3:15

The Israel of God—Galatians 6:16

The Flock of God—1 Peter 5:2

Mount Zion—Hebrews 12:22

Spiritual House—1 Peter 2:5

The Pillar and Ground of Truth—1 Timothy 3:15

The Family in Heaven and Earth—Ephesians 3:15

The Golden Candlesticks—Revelation 1:20
