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CHAPTER IX 
Repentance 
The repentance which the Gospel requires includes a deep conviction, a penitential sorrow, an open confession, a decided hatred, and an entire forsaking of all sin.  This repentance God has enjoined on all men; and without it in this life the sinner must perish eternally.
     If salvation is God's gift to us and received by faith alone, "Now to him that worketh is the reward not reckoned of grace, but of debt" (Romans 4:4); how are we to understand the Scriptures that teach repentance?  Faith and repentance are not, as some teach, mutually exclusive.  Repentance is not a good work to earn salvation; it is rather a vital part of saving faith, "And how I kept back nothing that was profitable unto you, but have shewed you, and have taught publicly, and from house to house, testifying both to the Jews, and also to the Greeks, repentance unto God, and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ" (Acts 20:20-21).

     Before a person can be saved they necessarily have to see their need for a Savior. The first rule of repair is "if it ain't broke, don't fix it."  Unless a person sees their life broken with sin before God, they will see no need to fix that life.  There was a letter written to a newspaper in Melbourne, Australia, following a Billy Graham crusade.  "After hearing Dr. Billy Graham on the air, viewing him on television, and reading reports and letters concerning him and his mission, I am heartily sick of the type of religion that insists my soul (and everyone else's) needs saving whatever that means.  I have never felt that I was lost.  Nor do I feel that I daily wallow in the mire of sin, although repetitive preaching insists that I do.  Give me a practical religion that teaches gentleness and tolerance, that acknowledges no barriers of color or creed that remembers the aged and teaches children of goodness and not sin.  If in order to save my soul I must accept such a philosophy as I have recently heard preached, I prefer to remain forever damned."  Obviously that man saw nothing missing in his life; he was okay in his own eyes.  The problem was he had no comprehension of God only a conception of religion. 

     Before there is repentance there must be sorrow.  "For godly sorrow worketh repentance to salvation not to be repented of: but the sorrow of the world worketh death" (2 Corinthians 7:10).  This we call conviction for sins.  When a person is convicted of their sin, they see themselves in their relationship to God.  When we see our standing in relation to the holiness of God this brings upon us a godly sorrow.  The sorrow spoken of here is more than a feeling of remorse that maybe we have wronged someone.  It involves a feeling of the awfulness of sin in its effect on man and his relationship to God.  This sorrow works repentance.

There are three Greek words used for repentance:

Metamelomai:  This word means “regret” or “to repent oneself.”   When this word is used it implies a remorse for the consequences of sin.  This was the remorse Judas felt, “Then Judas, which had betrayed him, when he saw that he was condemned, repented himself, and brought again the thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests and elders,  [4] Saying, I have sinned in that I have betrayed the innocent blood. And they said, What is that to us? see thou to that” (Matthew 27:3-4).

Metanoeo and metanoia:  These mean to change one's mind, always for the better. These signify a real change of mind and attitude toward sin itself and the cause of it not merely the consequence of it, which affects the whole life and not merely a single act.
These words express, not a mere forsaking of sin, but a change of one's apprehension regarding it.  Herbert Lockyer says of this "repentance of this sort refers to a moral judgment of self in the presence of the goodness and holiness of God.  It is a thorough awakening of the conscience to the reality of sin, and abandonment of it, a deep, soul searching process."  In Paul's message to King Agrippa, he said men "should repent and turn to God, and do works meet [deserving, suitable] for repentance" (Acts 26:20).

CHAPTER XII 
Justification and Sanctification 
1. Justification. Personal justification implies that the person justified has been guilty before God; and, in consideration of the atonement of Christ, accepted by faith, the sinner is pardoned and absolved from the guilt of sin, and restored to the divine favor.  Christ's atonement is the foundation of the sinner's redemption, yet, without repentance and faith, it can never give him justification and peace with God.
The Greek words in the New Testament that are translated just, justified, justification, right and righteous are from the root word “dike,” which means “right or justice.”  Justification basically means being right or just before God.

In our modern court system, if a person stands trial for a crime they are either found guilty and have to pay the penalty for that crime; or they are found not guilty and go free.  There are instances where the absolute standards of guilty or not guilty are not applied.  For instance a person can be found not guilty by reason of insanity.  A person with this verdict is judged to be not responsible for a crime because the person had no knowledge whether their action was right or wrong.  The problem with this verdict is that if the person committed the crime they were guilty.  A more correct judgment would be guilty by reason of insanity, and then let the sentence fit the crime whether it is a mental institution or a prison.

In theology we all stand guilty before God, “As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one” (Romans 3:10).  The Old Testament writers saw this situation.  The book of Job quotes a spirit passing by as saying (4:17), “Shall mortal man be more just than God? shall a man be more pure than his maker?”  The answer to those questions is no.  Job later asked the question (9:2), “. . . how should man be just with God?”  This is one of the key questions in the Bible because our sins have separated us from God, “Behold, the Lord's hand is not shortened, that it cannot save; neither his ear heavy, that it cannot hear:  But your iniquities have separated between you and your God, and your sins have hid his face from you, that he will not hear” (Isaiah 59:1-2).  God is holy and allows no sin before Him, “For thou art not a God that hath pleasure in wickedness: neither shall evil dwell with thee.  The foolish shall not stand in thy sight: thou hatest all workers of iniquity” (Psalms 5:4-5).
Just as our modern courts have penalties for convictions of crimes; there is also a penalty for sin, “For the wages of sin is death . . .” (Romans 6:23).  Each person is responsible for their sin, “Behold, all souls are mine; as the soul of the father, so also the soul of the son is mine: the soul that sinneth, it shall die” (Ezekiel 18:4).

The death penalty for sin includes physical death and spiritual death.  Spiritual death includes both separation from God and punishment by God, “In flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ:  Who shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord, and from the glory of his power” (2 Thessalonians 1:8-9).  “Then shall he say also unto them on the left hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels” (Matthew 25:41).
Jesus Christ paid the penalty for our sin, “My little children, these things write I unto you, that ye sin not. And if any man sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous:  And he is the propitiation for our sins: and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole world” (1 John 2:1-2).  Propitiate means “to conciliate, to atone for (sin).”

1 Corinthians 15:3, “For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also received, how that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures.”
Romans 5:6, 8, “For when we were yet without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly.
[8] But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.”
When a person realizes they are a sinner, separated from God with no means of access to God other than the gift of His Son and believes with all their heart that the Lord Jesus Christ paid the penalty for their sin; they become justified before God.  Justification means that God sees us as “just-as-if-I’d” never sinned.  When we are saved, God puts our sin away from us, “For as the heaven is high above the earth, so great is his mercy toward them that fear him.  As far as the east is from the west, so far hath he removed our transgressions from us” (Psalms 103:11-12).
To be justified means that God not only forgives our sins but that He sees us as righteous in Christ, “For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him” (2 Corinthians 5:21).  “But now the righteousness of God without the law is manifested, being witnessed by the law and the prophets; Even the righteousness of God which is by faith of Jesus Christ unto all and upon all them that believe . . .” (Romans 3:21-22).
In a human court of law, the defendant is sometimes freed from a trial if there are no witnesses to accuse him of a crime.  In God’s court, believers face no condemnation because of Christ, “There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit” (Romans 8:1).  God has justified all those who trust Jesus for salvation, “Who shall lay any thing to the charge of God's elect? It is God that justifieth.  Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again, who is even at the right hand of God, who also maketh intercession for us” (Romans 8:33-34).
We are no longer guilty, condemned sinners because we are now in Christ Jesus, “Being justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus” (Romans 3:24).

Although justification means God has declared us righteous in His sight – it doesn’t mean that He has made us righteous.  That is where sanctification comes in.

CHAPTER XII 
Justification and Sanctification 
2. Sanctification is the continuing of God's grace by which the Christian may constantly grow in grace and in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.

The Hebrew word for sanctification in the Old Testament is qadas, it means “to set apart as holy."  The New Testament Greek has two words translated sanctify or sanctification.  Hagiazo means, "to make holy.”   Hagiasmos means “holiness.”   So the Old and New Testament meanings are basically the same.  Sanctification means the believer is set apart to God and for service in the world.

There are two aspects of sanctification of the believer.  First is positional sanctification.  When we are saved we are set apart from the world.  "But ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God" (1 Corinthians 6:11).

Second, there is practical sanctification.  We are admonished to, "grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ" (2 Peter 3:18). "Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling" (Philippians 2:12).  This doesn't say to "work for" salvation.  The verb "work out” means, “work to full completion.”  This is the same as working out a problem in mathematics.  In Paul's day, it was used for working a mine, to get all the ore possible out of the mine.  So we are to get all that is possible out of our salvation.  We do this with the help of the Spirit, "For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure" (2:13). 

One of the aspects of working out our salvation is dealing with sin in our lives.  Karl Menninger was a psychiatrist with religious background.  In 1973 he wrote a book entitled “Whatever Became of Sin?”  Menninger looked back on his years of dealing with people on the edge of despair and psychological chaos and concluded that something basic must be wrong with the human race.  He asked the questions:  Have we as a culture lost sight of sin and its consequences?  Do we excuse it?  Do we forget it?  Do we explain it away?

It seems we are trying to do away with the concept and the word itself.  A few years ago the Oxford Junior Dictionary pulled the word from its dictionary.  So a child using that dictionary could no longer find a definition for sin.

Menninger’s point was that public discourse about sin, which was so much a part of our nation’s heritage, had seemingly fallen out of vogue and that this probably contributed to a growing sense of personal irresponsibility in the late 1960s and early 1970s.

If that was the case then, it is even more the case now.  Today people have their shortcomings and they make mistakes, but no one sins anymore.  What once was personal sin is now attributed to dysfunctional family background, lack of educational opportunity, racial or sexual discrimination and a host of other conditions that render one blameless for his conduct.  It seems that no one is responsible for personal sins anymore—it is the failure of society.

If that is true of the modern world, it is also true of Christians.  Today sin is subtle, powerful and constantly present because of the reach of electronic media and the philosophy of our time that stresses the need for self-esteem.

As stated before, God has declared believers righteous in His sight—but He hasn’t made us righteous, we still have the sinful nature to deal with.  The apostle Paul stated this fight with the flesh in Romans 7:18-21:

“For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh,) dwelleth no good thing: for to will is present with me; but how to perform that which is good I find not.  
19 For the good that I would I do not: but the evil which I would not, that I do.

20 Now if I do that I would not, it is no more I that do it, but sin that dwelleth in me.

21 I find then a law, that, when I would do good, evil is present with me.

As Christians we are to strive toward personal sanctification and separate ourselves from the world.

Ephesians 4:17-25, “This I say therefore, and testify in the Lord, that ye henceforth walk not as other Gentiles walk, in the vanity of their mind,

18 Having the understanding darkened, being alienated from the life of God through the ignorance that is in them, because of the blindness of their heart:

19 Who being past feeling have given themselves over unto lasciviousness, to work all uncleanness with greediness.

20 But ye have not so learned Christ;

21 If so be that ye have heard him, and have been taught by him, as the truth is in Jesus:

22 That ye put off concerning the former conversation the old man, which is corrupt according to the deceitful lusts;

23 And be renewed in the spirit of your mind;

24 And that ye put on the new man, which after God is created in righteousness and true holiness.

25 Wherefore putting away lying, speak every man truth with his neighbour: for we are members one of another.”

The “therefore” of verse 17 refers to the things mentioned earlier in chapter 4.  Because Christians are called to salvation, unified in the Body of Christ and gifted by the Holy Spirit; we should “walk not as other Gentiles walk.”  We are changed, “Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new” (2 Corinthians 5:17).

We don’t simply receive something new, we become new, “I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me . . .” (Galatians 2:20).  God’s standard for Christians is to forsake the world,

“. . . know ye not that the friendship of the world is enmity with God? whosoever therefore will be a friend of the world is the enemy of God” (James 4:4).  Any person who makes a profession of Christ but makes no effort to break with his worldly and sinful habits has reason to doubt his salvation.
John R. Throop, a writer on theology, ethics and church ministry has said that one dynamic discovered by the great saints of the church is that the closer they move to God, the more they become aware of their utter sinfulness.  They in fact decrease in their sense of spiritual stature—but God makes them greater and accomplishes wondrous things through them.
