Salvation
Hebrews 2:3 "How shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation. . ."
The Articles of Faith of the Free Will Baptists

8. THE TERMS OF SALVATION. The conditions of salvation are:

1) Repentance or sincere sorrow for sin and hearty renunciation of it

2) Faith or the unreserved committal of one's self to Christ as Savior and Lord with purpose to love and obey Him in all things. In the exercise of saving faith, the soul is renewed by the Holy Spirit freed from the dominion of sin, and becomes a child of God.

3) Continuance in faith and obedient unto death.

The Faith of Free Will Baptists

CHAPTER IX
Repentance
The repentance which the Gospel requires includes a deep conviction, a penitential sorrow, an open confession, a decided hatred, and an entire forsaking of all sin.  This repentance God has enjoined on all men; and without it in this life the sinner must perish eternally.

CHAPTER X
Faith
Saving faith is an assent of the mind to the fundamental truths of revelation, an acceptance of the Gospel, through the influence of the Holy Spirit, and a firm confidence and trust in Christ.  The fruit of faith is obedience to the Gospel.  The power to believe is the gift of God, but believing is an act of the creature, which is required as a condition of pardon, and without which the sinner cannot obtain salvation.  All men are required to believe in Christ, and those who yield obedience to this requirement become the children of God by faith.

CHAPTER XI
Regeneration
As man is a fallen and sinful being, he must be regenerated in order to obtain salvation.  This change is an instantaneous renewal of the heart by the Holy Spirit, whereby the penitent sinner receives new life, becomes a child of God, and is disposed to serve Him.  This is called in Scripture being born again, born of the Spirit, being quickened, passing from death unto life, and a partaking of the divine nature.

The most important question a person can ask in their lifetime is the question asked by the Phillippian jailer, "What must I do to be saved?" (Acts 16:30).  The most important step we can take in our lifetime is our reaction to the answer, "And they said, Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved" (Acts 16:31).

As we have seen, God has provided a way for all people to be saved; the gift of His Son.  Jesus, through His atoning death and resurrection, opened the way of salvation to everyone.  But not all people will be saved.  Each individual has to accept God's offer of salvation.  The plan of salvation is the same for all people; “For by grace are ye saved through faith: and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: not of works, lest any man should boast” (Ephesians 2:8,9).

Some people try to pervert this plan and rely on other means.  The Bible says of these other means, "There is a way which seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of death" (Proverbs 14:12).  What are some of these other means?

Being as good as the next fellow: Not near sufficient.  What if the next fellow is also a sinner?  We can't measure our salvation in terms of other people.

Good notions and resolutions: Good notions can bring us to the point of repentance, but they are not salvation.  Herod had good notions about John the Baptist but he later had him beheaded (Mark 6:14-29), that was certainly not salvation.

There are cases, in times of adversity, when people make resolutions and even vows to the Lord.  If the Lord will deliver them, they say, they will serve Him.  That is not salvation.  We cannot bargain our service to the Lord.

Going to Church (Church membership): When asked if they are saved some people reply, "I've changed my life and I've started going to church."  These are noble things and I believe if people are saved their lives will be changed and they will go to church.  But these in themselves don't bring salvation; they are the result of it.  Just attending church is not salvation.

Doing good deeds: Good deeds (good works) are the result of salvation, not the cause of it.  In our studies of Man and Sin we have seen that we are all sinners and stand guilty before God, "And enter not into judgment with thy servant: for in thy sight shall no man living be justified" (Psalm 143:2).  "As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one" (Romans 3:10) cf. Psalm 14:1-3; "For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God" (Romans 3:23). There is no deed we can do to make ourselves righteous before God, "But we are as an unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags" (Isaiah 64:6).  "Therefore by the law there shall no flesh be justified in his sight" (Romans 3:20).

Some have suggested that, during the Old Testament era, keeping the law saved men.  The Bible teaches this was not the case.  The last verse quoted Romans 3:20, clearly states no one can be justified by the deeds of the law.  Galatians 2:16 states, "Knowing that a man is not justified by the law, but by the faith of Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Jesus Christ, that we might be justified by the faith of Christ, and not by the works of the law: for by the works of the law shall no flesh be justified."
The Old Testament had two conceptions of salvation, one physical and the other spiritual. Physical salvation implied that a person or nation was in great distress.  This could have been caused by danger from enemies or from a disaster.  Their salvation involved a deliverer (a savior).  This person acted upon behalf of the people in distress to affect deliverance.  The action of the deliverer brought a release from their suffering.  Physical salvation portrayed a movement from distress to safety.

The Old Testament consistently looked to God as Savior.  It was He who always affected salvation.  When they turned to Him in faith and relied on Him to accomplish what they realized they could never do alone.  So it was with their spiritual salvation.  They were saved by their faith.  The Old Testament saints were given covenants and promises of a Messiah to come.  When they believed and placed confidence in God's word they were saved.  "Even as Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness" (Galatians 3:6). Cf. Genesis 15:6.  The Bible says that Moses by faith esteemed "the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasurers of Egypt" (Hebrews 11:24-26).  Jesus said, "Search the Scriptures; for in them ye have eternal life; and they are they which testify of me" (John 5:39).  The New Testament hadn't yet been written while Jesus was on earth.  He was saying, “search the Old Testament”, because those Scriptures testified of Him.  To make this clearer He said, "For had ye believed Moses, ye would have believed me: for he wrote of me" (John 5:46).

The eleventh chapter of Hebrews gives a roll call of what is sometimes called "the heroes of the faith."  These were all people from the Old Testament era.  The Bible says of them, "These all died in faith, not having received the promises, but having seen them afar off, and were persuaded of them, and embraced them, and confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth" (Hebrews 11:13).  "But now they desire a better country, that is, an heavenly:  wherefore God is not ashamed to be called their God:  for he hath prepared for them a city" (Hebrews 11:16).

These Old Testament saints were saved in Christ who was to come.  We are saved in Christ who has come.  Our faith is based on the finished work of Christ.  Jesus came into the world to accomplish salvation for us.  "This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners" 
(1 Timothy 1:15).  "For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through him might be saved" (John 3:17).

We see that the answer to the question "what must I do to be saved?" is faith. What is faith?  Webster's New World Dictionary defines faith as "unquestioning belief that does not require proof or evidence" and "complete trust, confidence or reliance."
Faith (belief) is putting our trust in something or someone.  If we drive across a bridge that spans a deep gorge with a river at the bottom, we show our faith that the bridge will hold us up when we cross it.  We show faith in people.  If someone tells us they will do something for us, depending upon the faith we have in that person, we may not worry at all knowing the person will perform it; or we may worry a lot because we have no faith that the person will do what he said he would.  So faith is our complete trust, confidence, or reliance in someone or something.
People today may use the word faith to indicate what is possible but uncertain.  That is not the Biblical concept of faith, Hebrews 11:1 says; “Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.”  This could be translated, “Being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see.”  In the Scriptures faith is a certainty.
We can look at an Old Testament example and see what faith is.  God had made promises to Abraham in his younger days concerning several things, the promise of numerous descendents, the promise of a national land for his descendents, and the promise he would be a blessing to the whole world.  All these promises were based upon Abraham and his wife Sarah having a son through whom these blessings would flow.

The fifteenth chapter of Genesis gives a conversation between Abraham and God.  Abraham was old and Sarah past the age of childbearing and still God had given them no children of their own even though God had promised to.

God’s response to Abraham was; “And he brought him forth abroad, and said, look now toward heaven, and tell the stars, if thou be able to number them: and he said unto him, so shall thy seed be” (Genesis 15:5).  God here repeated the promise to Abraham.  Abraham’s response, “And he believed in the LORD; and he counted it to him for righteousness” (15:6).

In the book of Romans Paul expands on this story;

Romans 4:18-22  “Who against hope believed in hope, that he might become the father of many nations; according to that which was spoken, So shall thy seed be.

And being not weak in faith, he considered not his own body now dead, when he was about an hundred years old, neither yet the deadness of Sarahs womb:

He staggered not at the promise of God through unbelief; but was strong in faith, giving glory to God;

And being fully persuaded that, what he had promised, he was able to perform.

And therefore  it was imputed to him for righteousness.”
Verse 18 “Who against hope believed in hope,” Abraham examined the circumstances (he and Sarah being too old to bear children) and, despite everything, decided that God was to be trusted. 

Verse 20, “He staggered not at the promise of God through unbelief; but was strong in faith.”  Abraham consciously chose to put his trust in God even though God had still not given him anything material upon which to base his faith.

Verse 22 “And therefore it was imputed to him for righteousness,” This act of faith was accepted by the Lord in place of a righteousness that Abraham did not possess.  This is the same as with us, God accepts our faith in Jesus Christ as Savior in the place of the righteousness that we do not possess.  It is all we can offer.

Faith is our confidence and absolute trust in something or someone and brings up another aspect of salvation.  If someone asked me "how can I be saved?" and I answered, "Have faith"; it wouldn't solve their problem.  In any instance where faith is applied, there has to be a corresponding object of trust.
What do we believe to be saved?

Hebrews 11:6  “But without faith it is impossible to please him:  for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him.”
First we must believe that God exists, that there is a God.  It's not hard to believe.  We can see in nature there is a higher power that exists.  When you study science and see how complex everything in nature is, then you can understand this world is no accident.  This was a planned creation by an intelligent being.  There is so much proof in nature that God truly exists that the Bible says people have no excuse for not believing in God, Romans 1:19b, 20 “. . . for God hath shewed it unto them.  For the invisible things of him from creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so that they are without excuse.”  In other words, no one has an excuse for not believing God exists because everything around us proves that He does exist.

When we understand that God exists and that He created all things, then we understand He deserves our praise.  In the book of Revelation we see the angels in Heaven and others praise God for that reason, “Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honor and power:  for thou hast created all things, and for thy pleasure they are and were created” (Revelation 4:11).  When we see God as the Creator of the universe, we begin to understand how great God is and how small we are in His sight.
When we truly see how great God is, we can't mea​sure up, because we are all sinful people and God will not tolerate sin.  Romans 3:23 tells us, “For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God.”  When we do things or say things that don't measure up to God's standards (come short of the glory of God), we sin.
When we sin, there is nothing we can do to atone for that sin, the Bible says, “There is none righteous, no, not one” (Romans 3:10).  The reason for this is that we are all born with a sinful nature as we studied in our lessons on Sin and Primitive Man and the Fall.
So we have this sinful nature and God won’t tolerate sin in His presence.  How could we ever come to God?  Since He created us, only God could provide a way for us to come to Him.  The Bible tells us He did provide this way, “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life” (John 3:16).  “But God commendeth (showed) his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us” (Romans 5:8).
When Jesus died on the cross He took upon Himself all the sins of all people who would believe on Him.  Now, the sins that we have committed in the past can be forgiven; we can come to God as if we had never done those sins, if we accept Jesus as our Savior.  The word Savior means someone who saves or delivers someone.  If we were trapped in a deep pit in the ground and couldn't climb out of it and someone came along and threw a rope in to us and pulled us out, that person would be a savior to us.  That’s what Jesus did with our whole life.  When a person is lost they are like a person stuck in a pit with no way out.  The Bible says, “He brought me up also out of an horrible pit, out of the miry clay, and set my feet upon a rock, and established my goings” (Psalm 40:2).  To be saved from the natural pit that a person would be in, all they have to do is accept the offer of the rope.  When they grab hold of the rope they can be pulled to safety.  To be saved from sin, all a person has to do is accept the offer of Christ as their Savior.  If they grab hold of Jesus they can be pulled from the pit of sin and set on solid ground.

So, to be saved a person must believe that God exists; otherwise they wouldn't even be praying to Him.  And we must believe that He is a rewarder of people who do come to Him in faith.

“That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved.”  (Romans 10:9)
