Sin
1 Corinthians 15:34 "Awake to righteousness, and sin not. . ."

Our modern society, and its culture, has clouded the biblical concept of sin.  People today tend to minimize sin and its effects.  Many tone down sin so that it doesn't appear to be so bad.  Some have changed the name of sin to maladjustment, confusion or maybe moral lapse.  Some try to change sin into disease for which we are not responsible.  Yet when we read our newspapers or watch the news broadcasts on television, we see sin on every hand.  The experience of society in history, and in our personal lives provides testimony to the existence and the impact of what Scripture calls "sin."

It is inevitable that all of us will sin, “. . .for there is no man that sinneth not. . .” (1 Kings 8:46); “. . .for we have before proved both Jew and Gentiles, that they are all under sin;  As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one:  There is none that understandeth, there is none that seeketh after God.  They are all gone out of the way, they are together become unprofitable;  there is none that doeth good, no, not one” (Romans 3:9-12).   The Bible explains this universal sinfulness in terms of our solidarity in Adam, “For as in Adam all die” (1 Corinthians 15:22) cf. Romans 5:12, 21.  Adam, by sinning, became a sinner by nature.  Adam's descendants are born sinners by nature.  We don't become sinners because we sin; we sin because we are sinners.

It is imperative that people have a right concept of sin's nature and sin within themselves.  Without this they cannot see their need for a Savior or a remedy for sin. This is pointed out in the parable of the Pharisee and the publican (Luke 18:9-14).  The Pharisee prayed, “God, I thank thee, that I am not as other men are, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this publican.  I fast twice in the week, I give tithes of all that I possess.”   A person like this will not be saved because they see no need for salvation.  In their eyes they are good enough.  In my eyes I seem like a fairly good person, my ideas seem like good ones, my thoughts seem good enough.  But I am not to judge myself by my own standards.  When I see myself in light of the Bible, I must pray as the publican, “God be merciful to me a sinner.”
The Bible has several different words to describe what we know as sin:

Abar:  This is a Hebrew word and is translated "transgression" sixteen times.  It means to "pass over (a boundary)."  It signifies the breaking of a known command, going beyond assigned limits.  So sin is stepping outside the boundaries God has set for us.

Pasha:  This is another Hebrew word translated "transgression."  This means to "break away from" or "to rebel."  This signifies a rebellion against God's commands.

Ra:  This word is used some 444 times in the Old Testament.  It is generally translated “wicked.”  It may indicate something injurious as well as something morally wrong.
Shachath:  This word implies loathsomeness, a condition of rot.  It is found in Genesis 6:2 and again in Psalm 14:1.  It shows that sin destroys the soul and renders it rotten and unclean.

Shagag:   Means to err or go astray as a sheep or a drunkard might do (Isaiah 28:7).  In the Law it implies that the one who goes astray was responsible for knowing what the Law commanded (Leviticus 4:2; Numbers 15:22).

Kokos:  A Greek word meaning "bad."  This word usually indicates moral badness. 

Poneros:  In Greek the basic term for evil, almost always indicating moral evil. 

Enochos:  Being guilty, usually of a crime worthy of death. 

Anomos:  Translated "iniquity", the word means lawless (breaking the law). 

The two main words translated "sin" are hata and harmartia.   Hata is the Hebrew word that is translated sin in the Old Testament.  The word means, "To miss (the mark)."  Hamartia is the Greek word most often translated "sin" in the New Testament.  It also assumes a divine standard and shows humans as missing the mark.  Sin is missing or falling short of the standard God has set for us.  This is expressed in Romans 3:23, “For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God.”  All humans have fallen short of the standard God has placed before us, “If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us” (1 John 1:8).  “For there is not a just man upon earth, that doeth good, and sinneth not” (Ecclesiastes 7:20).

In much of the Old Testament the Mosiac Law was the standard men were falling short of, “Whosoever committeth sin transgresseth the law: for sin is the transgression of the law” (1 John 3:4).   The Mosaic Law was given to men to show the standard God has given us, “. . . for where no law is, there is no transgression” (Romans 4:15).  However, the concept of sin began before the Law was given.  In the fourth chapter of Genesis, God's warning to Cain was, “. . . if thou doest not well, sin lieth at the door” (vs. 7).  The men of Sodom were called “. . . wicked and sinners before the LORD exceedingly” (Genesis 13:13).   When Potiphar's wife tried to seduce Joseph, he said, “. . . how then can I do this great wickedness, and sin against God?” (Genesis 39:9).  God has expressed His character and standards in human nature, so that certain actions are violations of right, even though no law has been given, “For when the Gentiles, which have not the law, do by nature the things contained in the law, these, having not the law, are a law unto themselves: which shew the work of the law written in their hearts, their conscience also bearing witness, and their thoughts the mean while accusing or else excusing one another” (Romans 2:14-15).  So the structure of human nature and the revelation of divine expectations both provide valid standards for humanity.  To miss or fall short of these standards is sin.  Buswell states in his Systematic Theology, "Sin may be defined as anything in the creature which does not express, or which is contrary to the holy character of the Creator."
We sometimes speak of sinning against our fellow man.  As we have seen, sin is missing the standard God has set for us.  King David one evening walked out upon his roof.  He spotted Bath-sheba bathing and that led him into all kinds of sins.  First he sinned by leading Bath-sheba into an adulterous affair.  He sinned by trying to deceive Uriah, and he sinned by having Uriah killed.  Yet when confronted by Nathan the prophet, David said, “. . . I have sinned against the LORD" (2 Samuel 12:13).   David's prayer of confession is recorded in the fifty-first Psalm.  The fourth verse of that Psalm states, “Against thee, thee only, have I sinned . . .”   What about his sin against Uriah?  He wronged Uriah, to be sure, but his sin was against God.  David's words show his admission that God is the one who establishes the standard of right and wrong.
If we look to a relativistic morality that measures sin by harm done to others, we fall short of the Biblical position of sin.  God's standards are established so that people will have protection.  His standards are also established so that He will receive glory.  So sin is against God, therefore He “. . . mightest be justified when thou speakest, and be clear (pure, right) when thou judgest” (Psalm 51:4).

Sin not only includes the actions we commit; there can also be passive sin, “Therefore to him that knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, to him it is sin” (James 4:17).   We can also miss the mark by omitting things we know we should do.

The question is sometimes asked if some sins are worse that others; certainly.  While all sins are sinful not all are of equal magnitude.  Sins that include harm to others are worse than those that only harm us.  Jesus Himself told Pilate “. . . he that delivered me unto thee (Caiaphas, the high priest) hath the greater sin” (John 19:11).  The Old Testament distinguished between sins of ignorance and sins of presumption, “Ye shall have one law for him that sinneth through ignorance, . . .But the soul that doeth ought presumptiously, . . .that soul shall be cut off from among his people . . .this iniquity shall be upon him” (Numbers 15:29-32).   Sin, no matter how major or minor, is still sin.  In relation to God's standard of holiness, all come short.  Paul Little uses this illustration to compare sins.  "Suppose we were to put one person in Death Valley, 280 feet below sea level; one in Denver, the mile high city; and one on the peak of Mount Everest, altitude 29,000 feet.  Let's suppose that the person in Death Valley represents the dregs of society and the kind of life such people live.  The person in Denver is the average man, and the one on Mount Everest is the best person you can imagine.  The enormous differences in their altitude, or elevation, are apparent.  But let's suppose God's standard of holiness is represented by the distance to the moon.  In this century, we have had an opportunity to see how Mount Everest, Denver and Death Valley look from the moon. They're all the same!"

The major sin people can commit, in relation to themselves, is unbelief.  Jesus spoke of the coming of the Holy Spirit and said, “And when he is come, he will reprove the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment; of sin, because they believed not on me” (John 16:8-9).  Many people see murder as the major sin a person could commit.  Other people see other sins as more vile or heinous.  All these sins, including murder, can be forgiven.  If a person goes to the grave an unbeliever, however, it doesn't matter how their life was lived.  Whether their life had been a good life, a bad life or an indifferent one there is no hope for them. “Take heed, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief, in departing from the living God” (Hebrews 3:12).

In addition to the words describing sin, the Bible contains many passages naming specific sins.  “Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are these:  Adultery, fornication, uncleanness (morally impure), lasciviousness (unbridled lust, excess, shamelessness) , idolatry, witchcraft (“pharmakeia” the use or the administering of drugs, sorcery, magical arts), hatred, variance (contention, debate, strife), emulations (to boil with heat, used for boiling anger or zeal for what is bad), wrath, strife, seditions (dissention causing division), heresies (division arising from differing opinions or aims), envyings, murders, drunkenness, revellings (carousing, rioting), and such like” (Galatians 5:19-21).  “Being filled with all unrighteousness, fornication, wickedness, coveteousness, malciousness; full of envy, murder, debate, deceit, malignity;  whisperers, backbiters, haters of God, despiteful, proud, boasters, inventors of evil things, disobedient to parents, without understanding, covenant breakers, without natural affection, implacable, unmerciful:  who knowing the judgment of God, that they which commit such things are worthy of death, not only do the same, but have pleasure in them that do them” (Romans 1:20-32) cf. Mark 11:15-18; Matt. 23:1-36; Matt 5:27-32; 1 John 1:6; James 2:4; etc.

The answer to sin is Jesus.  When Jesus was on earth he healed a man sick of palsy by saying, “. . . Son, be of good cheer; thy sins be forgiven thee” (Matthew 9:2).  Certain scribes that were present were shocked and accused Jesus of blasphemy.  Jesus then said, “But that ye may know that the Son of man hath power on earth to forgive sins, (then saith he to the sick of the palsy) Arise, take up thy bed, and go unto shine house.  And he arose, and departed to his house” (vv. 6-7).  The miracle corroborated His claim to speak with divine authority.
Forgiveness of sins is linked forever with the person of Jesus, “By the which will we are sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all” (Hebrews 10:10).  “So Christ was once offered to bear the sins of many; and unto them that look for him shall he appear the second time without sin unto salvation” (Hebrews 9:28).
