Primitive Man and His Fall

Articles of Faith of the Free Will Baptists

6. THE SINFULNESS OF MAN. Man was created innocent but by disobedience fell into a state of sin and condemnation. His posterity, therefore, inherits a fallen nature of such tendencies that all who come to years of accountability, sin and become guilty before God.

Treatise of the Faith of Free Will Baptists

CHAPTER IV 
Creation, Primitive State of Man, and His Fall 
SECTION I: Creation 
1. Of the World. 
2. Of the Angels.
3. Of Man. God created man, consisting of a material body and a thinking, rational soul.  He was made in the image of God, to glorify his Maker.
SECTION II: Primitive Man, and His Fall 
Our first parents, in their original state, were upright. They naturally preferred and desired to obey their Creator, and had no preference or desire to transgress His will until they were influenced and inclined by the tempter to disobey God's commands. Previous to this, the only tendency of their nature was to do righteousness. In consequence of the first transgression, the state under which the posterity of Adam came into the world is so different from that of Adam that they have not that righteousness and purity which Adam had before the fall; they are not willing to obey God, but are inclined to evil.  Hence, none, by virtue of any natural goodness and mere work of their own, can become the children of God, but they are all dependent for salvation upon the redemption effected through the blood of Christ, and upon being created anew unto obedience through the operation of the Spirit; both of which are freely provided for every descendant of Adam.
According to the Bible, man was formed on the sixth day of Creation.  The creation of man was the conclusion of the Creation.  The Hebrew word for man is "adam" and is translated "Man" some 483 times in the Old Testament.  The word adam does not mean man as distinguished from woman.  It stands for the human race and includes both men and women.  This is evident from the statement in Genesis 1:27, “So God created man (adam) in his own image, in the image of God created he him; male and female created he them.”  This is also brought out in Genesis 5:1-2, “In the day that God created man (adam), in the likeness of God made he him; Male and female created he them, and called their name Adam, in the day when they were created.”
Adam is also the name of the first person created, the corporeal head of humanity, “And Adam called his wife's name Eve; because she was the mother of all living” (Genesis 3:20); “For Adam was first formed, then Eve” (1 Timothy 2:13).

When Adam was created, God placed him, “. . . in a garden eastward in Eden” (Genesis 2:8).  The garden and Eden are not synonymous.  In other words, the garden wasn't called Eden; it was located in a place called Eden.  No one now knows the exact location of Eden, but we can get a clue from the Bible.  Genesis 2:10-14 tells of a river that flowed out of Eden to water the garden.  The river parted into four separate rivers.  Two of the rivers, Pison and Gihon, have unidentified locations.  The other two are the Euphrates and Tigris (Hiddekel is an old name for the Tigris).  Most scholars believe that the Garden of Eden was located near the head of the Persian Gulf, at the junction of the Tigris and Euphrates Rivers.  But this is still speculation.

Adam and Eve were created above all else God had made, “And let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth” (Genesis 1:26).  Adam was intelligent.  He gave names to the animals when they were presented him (Genesis 2:9-20).  He could and did commune with God.  Along with these benefits given to man, God also gave him a personality.  This personality sets man apart from all the creatures that God created.  From the beginning man had freedom to choose to obey God or to disobey Him; to disobey meant to sin.  In the garden there was one limitation placed upon Adam and Eve, “But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die” (Genesis 1:17).
Satan came to tempt Eve and he chose to possess the body of a serpent to do so, “Now the serpent was more subtil than any beast of the field which the LORD God had made. And he said unto the woman. . .” (Genesis 3:1).  That the real agent of the temptation is Satan is shown in Revelation 12:9, “And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the whole world.”  Thus, this reptile (as possessed by Satan) was more subtle (crafty) than any beast of the field.  This serpent was not chosen because it was wiser or more cunning than any other beast.  It was chosen because it was a suitable vehicle through which Satan could approach Eve.

Satan first asked a question to test Eve's knowledge, “Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden?”  Satan's efforts to deceive people are based upon their knowledge of God's word.  If a person knows little about the holiness of God or the person and work of Jesus, it is easy for Satan to deceive that person concerning sin and salvation.

By Eve's answer in verses 2 and 3 we see that she knew the prohibition God had placed upon them and the penalty for disobedience.  Satan's first response to this was outright denial, “Ye shall not surely die” (vs. 4).  First, he had cast doubt upon the word of God by the form of his first question, “Yea, hath God said?”  Now he leads on to disbelief in it.  The deceiver has accused God of deception.  His denial of that which she knew raised skepticism in her mind.  Her skepticism then produced disobedience.  We may be sure that any questioning of the Word of God is Satanic in its origin.  Satan can never win a victory over the Christian who holds to the Word of God.  The Bible says the Word of the Lord is magnified even above His name (Psalm 138:2).  It seems strange then that some people who would shrink from blaspheming the name of God will, nevertheless, cast doubt on the Word of God.  Some who call themselves Christians, even ministers, will teach that the Word of God contains myth, folklore and legend.  It seems that on every hand in our nation today we hear the question "Yea hath God said?"  It is Satan's question today even as it was to Eve.

The fifth verse gives Satan's explanation to Eve as to why the fruit of this tree had been withheld from them, “For God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil.”  Satan was here attacking the goodness of God.  He insinuated that God was holding back something good from them, and Eve would be far better off if she turned from God's command and transgressed in the single point where restraint had been placed before them.  The approach of Satan here was to give a half-truth rather than a flat out lie as he had done before.  He was correct in his assurance that the day they ate of the fruit they would know both good and evil.  The deception lay in the fact that such a result would be a curse rather than the blessing Satan promised.

The blessing promised by Satan was, “. . . ye shall be as gods.”  According to the fourteenth chapter of Isaiah, this was the very desire that caused Satan's fall.  His desire was to be “like the most High.”  He promised that if she disobeyed God and took of the fruit of the tree and ate it she, too, would be like God.  Satan's desires in the Garden of Eden were twofold.  First he wished to detach man from God, he succeeded in this.  Secondly, he wished to attach man to himself, his desire is to be a ruler.  He failed in this second objective.  Rather than lead man into his camp as a subject or ally, man moved off to be the third point of a triangle.  In leading man away from God, Satan led himself into a trap.  Man away from God, but also away from Satan, was to be the channel of Satan's overthrow. 

The three avenues of temptation mentioned by John were then displayed in Eve, “For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world” 

(1 John 2:16).  Satan planted the seed to doubt God's word in Eve's mind, she then fell quickly into the other areas of temptation “And when the woman saw that the tree was good for food (lust of the flesh); and that it was pleasant to the eyes (lust of the eyes), and a tree to be desired to make one wise (pride of life).”  As a result of these, the Bible says, “she took of the fruit thereof, and did eat.”  Not only did she eat of the fruit but she “gave also unto her husband with her; and he did eat.”
As to what this fruit specifically was we do not know.  Some call the fruit an apple.  There is no reason to think it would be an apple as opposed to some other fruit.  There is no word in the Bible to indicate the exact type of fruit it was.  Another writer has said he believed the fruit was the grape, and man sinned in making wine.  This too would have to be cast aside in light of the fact that there could not have been fermentation before the fall brought death into the world.  Fermentation has in it the principle of decay.  A group of Roman Catholic theologians many years ago, and several writers since, think the fruit was sex.  This also is wrong since God had already told the couple to “Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth” (Genesis 1:28).  The fruit was a tangible symbol God placed in the garden as the sign of man being the created being.  It was there to place a restraint upon him, something to remind him of his dependence upon God.  To try and identify the fruit as to a specific variety is both unnecessary and impossible.  The Bible doesn't say what type of fruit it was because that was secondary.

The consequences of this fall came upon all creation:

The Serpent 

Because the serpent had been the channel through which Satan worked, it was condemned to become a loathsome, crawling reptile.  The implied suggestion is that the serpent was originally a part of the walking animal kingdom.

Satan

God was, of course, speaking also to Satan through the serpent.  The word to Satan was, “And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel.”  This is the first definite mention of the Lord Jesus Christ as the Savior of mankind.  Here He is said to be the seed of the woman.  This is the first teaching of the doctrine of the Virgin Birth of Jesus.

The bruising of Christ came with His death on the cross.  This was not fatal as the expression "bruise his heel" would indicate.  Jesus rose again.  The bruising of Satan is a mortal wound.  Jesus defeated and broke the power of Satan on the cross, “And having spoiled principalities and powers, he made a shew of them openly, triumphing over them in it” (Colossians 2:15).

The Woman 

The first consequence to the woman was that of pain in childbirth. Prior to the fall the couple had been instructed to replenish the earth (Genesis 1:28).  Apparently the reproduction of the human race would have caused no discomfort of any kind if the woman had not sinned.

The next consequence to the woman was, “And thy desire shall be to thy husband, and he shall rule over thee.”  The desire spoken of here is not psychological, nor is it sexual.  The Hebrew word here for desire is t’shuqa and means, “to compel, urge, or seek control over.”  The same word is used in Genesis 4:7 God speaking to Cain, “If thou doest well, shalt thou not be accepted? And if thou doest not well, sin lieth at the door.  And unto thee shall be his desire, and thou shalt rule over him.”  God was saying that sin desired to rule over Cain, but Cain was to resist sin.  The same meaning of the word is used in 3:16.  The curse on Eve was that woman’s desire would be to usurp the place of man’s headship in the family and that he would resist that desire and would rule over her.  With the fall came a distortion of woman’s proper submissiveness and of man’s proper headship of the home.  This is where women’s liberation and the male chauvinist came from.  Each is now trying to rule the other.

The Man 

God's promise to the man was hard labor.  Work itself was not part of the curse.  Man had been placed in the garden, “. . .to dress it and to keep it” (Genesis 2:15).  The punishment to man was, “In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread.”  Discomfort would now accompany man's labor.

The ground itself was also cursed for man's sake.  Thorns and thistles would now spring from the ground more easily than crops.

Death 

The word to Adam was, “In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou return unto the ground; for out of it wast thou taken: for dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return” (3:19).  God had given the word to Adam concerning the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, “. . . for in the day that thou eatest therof thou shalt surely die.”   Adam didn't die physically the day he disobeyed God, but he became a dying creature.  He immediately became subject to disease and physical infirmities that end in death.

Physical death is the separation of the soul from the body.  Spiritual death is the separation of the soul from God.  Even though man didn't physically die the day he sinned, he did die spiritually.  This spiritual death was passed on to his descendants.

"Total Depravity” is a term used to describe the condition of humans as a result of the fall.  This doesn't mean that humans are as bad as they possibly can be, and that no trace of good is left in them.  It doesn't mean that all people are equally (totally) bad, or that depraved people do not perform actions that are good in the sight of others and even in the sight of God.  Jesus said that sinners are capable of good (Luke 6:32-34).  Total depravity means every area of our life is affected by sin, and we are heirs of Adam's fallen nature.  There is nothing in anyone that can commend him to a righteous God.  David wrote, “Behold, I was shapen in iniquity: and in sin did my mother conceive me” (Psalm 51:5).  He wasn't accusing his mother of sin, but was declaring he was born with a corrupt nature.  Man's total depravity means that apart from God's grace, he is forever lost.

Adam's sin was a calculated decision to disobey God and to take the consequences of his free action.  The Bible says, “And Adam was not deceived . . .” (1 Timothy 2:14).  He was not misled.  He walked right into rebellion with his eyes wide open and his mind made up.  The enormity of Adam's actions is expressed by statements such as:

   “. . . As by one man sin entered the world, and death by sin . . .” (Romans 5:12)

   “Therefore as by the offence of one judgment came upon all men to condemnation . . .” (Romans 5:18)

   “For as in Adam all die . . .” (1 Corinthians 15:22)

When sin entered the life of man, it also entered the experience of a race as yet unborn.  As sinners, we were condemned by the imputation of Adam's transgression to us, “For as by one man's disobedience many were made sinners . . .” (Romans 5:19).  This isn't to say we are directly responsible for Adam's sin, but that Adam sinned representatively as the head of the race and all of us are bound up in the consequences of his action.  By condemning the human race through one man (Adam), God is able to save the race through one man (Jesus).  The fallen angels sinned individually.  They will be judged individually.  They cannot be saved because they are not a species.  But because we are lost in Adam, the head of our species, we can be saved in Christ, the head of the new creation, “For as by one man's disobedience many were made sinners, so by the obedience of one shall many be made righteous” (Romans 5:19). 

