Satan
Say the opposite test




1. Hot





answer:  Cold




2. Light





answer:  Dark




3. God





answer:

God has no equal:  Isaiah 40:18, “To whom then will ye liken God? or what likeness will ye compare unto him?”
God, then, has no opposite either.  But most of us think of Satan as locked in an even battle with God Himself.  This is not true; the devil isn’t in the same league as God.  He’s dangerous . . . but not all-powerful.

What is Satan like?

We can begin this by saying what Satan is not like—Satan is not like God.

· He is not self-existent—Ezekiel 28:15, “Thou wast perfect in thy ways from the day that thou wast created, till iniquity was found in thee.” (cf. Ezekiel 28:13).

· He is not sovereign (above or superior to all others, supreme)—Satan rules a domain of demons, but not beyond the bounds God established for him.

· He is not omnipotent (all powerful)— Revelation 12:7-8, “And there was war in heaven: Michael and his angels fought against the dragon; and the dragon fought and his angels,  [8] And prevailed not; neither was their place found any more in heaven.”
· He is not omniscient (all knowing)—some Christians wonder if Satan can read their thoughts.  In Matthew 2:13-18, Satan did everything he could through King Herod to find the baby Jesus so he could kill Him.  He failed because he couldn’t read the minds of the wise men nor anyone else to find where baby Jesus was located.  He couldn’t find Moses in the Old Testament either.
· He is not omnipresent (can be in more than one place at a time)—Luke 22:3, “Then entered Satan into Judas surnamed Iscariot, being of the number of the twelve.”  If he had to enter Judas then he wasn’t there before.
What is Satan like?

Some of the names, titles and designations given him in the Bible help describe him.

Satan:  Used 52 times in the Bible, means “adversary—one who opposes or fights against another.”

Zechariah 3:1, “And he shewed me Joshua the high priest standing before the angel of the Lord, and Satan standing at his right hand to resist him.”
Mark 1:12-13, “And immediately the Spirit driveth him into the wilderness.  [13] And he was there in the wilderness forty days, tempted of Satan; and was with the wild beasts; and the angels ministered unto him.”
The devil:  Used 37 times in the New Testament.  The Greek is diabolos, one who slanders.

He accuses man to God:  Job 1:9-11, “Then Satan answered the Lord, and said, Doth Job fear God for nought?  [10] Hast not thou made an hedge about him, and about his house, and about all that he hath on every side? thou hast blessed the work of his hands, and his substance is increased in the land.  [11] But put forth thine hand now, and touch all that he hath, and he will curse thee to thy face.”

Revelation 12:10, “And I heard a loud voice saying in heaven, Now is come salvation, and strength, and the kingdom of our God, and the power of his Christ: for the accuser of our brethren is cast down, which accused them before our God day and night.”
He accuses God to man:  Genesis 3:1, 4, “Now the serpent was more subtil than any beast of the field which the Lord God had made. And he said unto the woman, Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden?”
[4] “And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely die:”
The tempter:  1 Thessalonians 3:5, “For this cause, when I could no longer forbear, I sent to know your faith, lest by some means the tempter have tempted you, and our labour be in vain.”
Satan entices men and women to evil.
The old serpent:  Genesis 3:1; 2 Corinthians 11:3, “But I fear, lest by any means, as the serpent beguiled Eve through his subtilty, so your minds should be corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ.”
Revelation 10:9, “And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the whole world. . .”
Characteristic of the serpent is his craftiness, subtlety, and deceit.

A roaring lion:  1 Peter 5:8, “Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour:”
Once the lion has cornered or killed its prey, it roars in triumph before devouring it.

The wicked one:  The Greek “poneros” refers to intrinsic, internal evil.  Satan is evil personified.

1 John 5:18, “We know that whosoever is born of God sinneth not; but he that is begotten of God keepeth himself, and that wicked one toucheth him not.”
When God has hold of a life, Satan can’t hold onto that same life.

Like all who are evil, Satan is not satisfied with his own evil, but wants to corrupt others:  Romans 1:32, “Who knowing the judgment of God, that they which commit such things are worthy of death, not only do the same, but have pleasure in them that do them.”
Terms used to describe Satan

A murderer:  John 8:44, “Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye will do. He was a murderer from the beginning. . .”
The first crime recorded after the fall was Cain’s murder of Abel (Genesis 4:8).  That’s how Satan began his career as a murderer, 1 John 3:12, “Not as Cain, who was of that wicked one, and slew his brother. And wherefore slew he him? Because his own works were evil, and his brother's righteous.”
Murder is satanic.  Satan entices people to commit murder.  He himself tried to slaughter Israel many times so that he might thwart God’s redemptive plan.  2 Kings 11:1-3 records Athaliah, after her husband (Jehoram) and son (Ahaziah) died, tried to kill all her grandsons (all the royal seed) so she could reign.  She succeeded in killing all but Joash who was hidden from her.  Athaliah was Satan’s emissary.  Herod’s slaughter of the innocents is recorded in Matthew 2:13-18.

A liar:  John 8:44, “Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye will do. He was a murderer from the beginning, and abode not in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and the father of it.”
You can never believe Satan because he lies all the time.  Revelation 12:9 states he “deceiveth the whole world,” don’t think you can enter into a dialogue with Satan or his workers that will reveal truth to you.

Two strategies of Satan:

1) The occult—ouija boards, séances, fortune-tellers, etc.

2) False doctrine—1 Timothy 4:1-2, “Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils;  [2] Speaking lies in hypocrisy; having their conscience seared with a hot iron;”
Ultimately Satan has greater influence when false teachers deny the Word of God than he does by instigating a séance.  Satan’s deadliest activity is perverting the truth.

A sinner:  1 John 3:8, “He that committeth sin is of the devil; for the devil sinneth from the beginning. . .”
The Greek word for committeth here is poieo and refers to habitual sin.  Satan commits sin constantly and any habitual sin in anyone has its source in the devil.

An imitator:  the only original thought Satan ever had was to sin.  In his desire to be worshiped as God, he strives to be an imitator of his Creator.  2 Corinthians 11:13-15, “For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming themselves into the apostles of Christ.  [14] And no marvel; for Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light.  [15] Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers also be transformed as the ministers of righteousness; whose end shall be according to their works.”
Drunkards and criminals are not the kind of people Satan can use on a long-term basis.  He wants respected religious leaders who teach false doctrine under the guise of true religion.

Satan courted for himself the glory that belonged to God (Isaiah 14:12-14).  In his quest for that glory he led with him a third of the angels (Revelation 12:4).  Next, he desired to extend his authority into the earthly realm.  He did this by tempting Eve to partake of the forbidden fruit of the tree.  Adam and Eve had been given dominion over the earth (Genesis 1:26-32).  After the fall, Satan took dominion of this world from them.  Satan has now become not only the "prince of the power of the air" but also the "god of this world."

Two different Greek words are translated "world" in the Scriptures.  The first word, Aion, means "an age, a period of time."  This word is used in 2 Corinthians 4:4 "the god of this world."  The period of time referred to is the time from the fall until Christ returns to set up His kingdom.  During this time God has permitted Satan liberty to seek his own purposes.

The other word, kosmos means "order or arrangement."   This is speaking of the system run by Satan operating in the world today the system that is opposed to God.  Jesus twice called Satan the "prince of this world (kosmos)" John 12:31; 16:11.  Satan's desire is still to usurp God's glory and to "be like the most High" in having his own kingdom.
Make no mistake; Satan is over this world system.  This system is opposed to God.  Anyone who lives with their sights set on the material things and the pleasures of this world have set themselves in opposition to God and His Kingdom.

James 4:4 ". . .know ye not that the friendship of the world (kosmos) is enmity with God?  Whosoever therefore will be a friend of the world is the enemy of God."
1 John 2:15 "Love not the world (kosmos), neither the things that are in the world, if any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him." 
