Angels

Daniel 7:10 “. . . thousand thousands ministered unto him, and ten thousand times ten thousand stood before him . . .”

The doctrine of angels is not covered in the Free Will Baptist Articles of Faith or the Faith of the Free Will Baptists and has never been one of the major points of emphasis in the teaching of the orthodox Christian church.  Perhaps this is because at one major Church Council, when the topic turned to the doctrine of angels, the main point of discussion became “how many angels will fit on the head of a pin?”  If the study of angelology turns in this direction it is probably just as well to discontinue it.  The teaching of sound Biblical angelology can be helpful.

The Bible speaks directly of angels 248 times.  There are references to angels in thirty-four books of the Bible, seventeen in the Old Testament and seventeen in the New Testament.  They are presented as a distinct order of creatures.  By creatures we mean, “Created beings.”  Angels were created by God to execute His will:

Colossians 1:16, “For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things were created by him, and for him”

Psalm 148:2-5, “Praise ye him, all his angels: praise ye him, all his hosts.

3 Praise ye him, sun and moon: praise him, all ye stars of light.

4 Praise him, ye heavens of heavens, and ye waters that be above the heavens.

5 Let them praise the name of the Lord: for he commanded, and they were created.”

Job 38:4-7 indicates the angels were created long before the creation of man.
The word angel is derived from the Greek word angelos which means “messengers or representative.”  The Hebrew word mal ak is translated angel in the Old Testament and has the same meaning as angelos.  Other terms used in the Bible to refer to angels are “sons of God” (Genesis 6:2-4; Job 1:6; 2:1); “heavenly Beings” (Psalms 29:1; 89:6); “holy ones” (Psalm 89:5,7; Daniel 4:13); and “heavenly hosts” (Luke 2:13).

The Bible says angels are spirits, “Are they not all ministering spirits . . .” (Hebrews 1:14); “Who maketh his angels spirits; his ministers a flaming fire” (Psalm 104:4).
While they are said to be spirits, I believe they also possess bodies.  Our own resurrection body is said to be a spiritual body, “It is sown a natural body; it is raised a spiritual body.  There is a natural body, and there is a spiritual body” (1Corinthians 15:44).  This fifteenth chapter of First Corinthians gives the most definitive explanation of the glorified bodies Christians will receive after the resurrection.  Verse forty says, “There are also celestial bodies, and bodies terrestrial: but the glory of the celestial is one, and the glory of the terrestrial is another.”  The word here for terrestrial (epigeios) means on earth, earthly.  The word for celestial (epouranios) means heavenly, what pertains to, or is in, heaven.  Our bodies while here on earth are suited to this earth. There is another type of body that is suited to the heavens, no less real than our earthly body.  I believe angels possess these spiritual bodies.  We do not know the nature of the celestial body, but we can learn something of it by studying Jesus after His resurrection and several appearances of angels to humans.

The fourth appearance of Jesus after His resurrection was to Cleopas and a companion.  After Jesus had walked with the two and took bread with them and expounded the Scriptures to them; the Bible says,   “. . . he vanished out of their sight” (Luke 24:31).  On His fifth appearance to the ten disciples, the Bible says, “And as they thus spake, Jesus himself stood in the midst of them” (Luke 24:36).  The disciples were frightened because they “supposed they had seen a spirit.”  After He again ate with them and talked with them He again disappeared from them.  On His sixth appearance to the disciples, with Thomas present, Jesus again came to them in a room where the doors were shut (John 20:26).  We can see in the appearances of Jesus that time and space did not limit His resurrection body.  The natural laws of this world did not apply to His body.

Angels also have appeared to humans in bodies that appear to be human. Abraham entertained “three men” as dinner guests (Genesis 18:2).  Two of these angels went to Sodom and spent the night with Lot.  The people in Sodom considered these angels to be men (Genesis 19).  Just before Joshua's attack on Jericho he saw a “man” with a sword drawn and Joshua asked him, “. . . Art thou for us, or for our adversaries?” (Joshua 5:13).  Gideon also was visited by an angel who spoke to him of delivering Israel from the Midianites.  He didn't know his guest was an angel until the angel had caused fire to rise out of a rock (Judges 6:11-22).

When angels did appear unto humans they demonstrated traits similar to those shown by Jesus in His resurrection body.  An angel appeared to Manoah, the father of Samson.  When the angel finished speaking to Manoah, the Bible says, “When the flame went up toward heaven from off the altar, that the angel of the LORD ascended in the flame of the altar” (Judges 13:20).  The ninth chapter of Daniel gives another occasion of an angel being unlimited by our physical universe, “Yea, whiles I was speaking in prayer, even the man Gabriel, whom I had seen in the vision at the beginning, caused to fly swiftly, touched me about the time of the evening oblation” (Daniel 9:21).  The appearances of angels to humans has always been as men, in human form (never in subhuman form such as animals) and fully clothed.

Jesus taught that angels are immortal. “Neither can they die anymore: for they are equal unto the angels . . .” (Luke 20:36).  Since they do not die, there would be no decrease in their number.  No specific number of angels is given in Scripture but the indication is they are innumerable, “Thousand thousands ministered unto him, and ten thousand times ten thousand stood before him . . .” (Daniel 7:10).  “And I beheld, and I heard the voice of many angels round about the throne and the beasts and the elders: and the number of them was ten thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of thousands” (Revelation 5:11).  “But ye are come unto mount Sion, and unto the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to an innumerable company of angels” (Hebrews 12:22).

Angels are said to be greater in power than humans, “Whereas angels, which are greater in power and might . . .” (2 Peter 2:11).  Angels are greater in intelligence than humans,  “ . . .for as an angel of God, so is my lord the king to discern good and bad . . .and my lord is wise, according to the wisdom of an angel of God, to know all things that are in the earth” (2 Samuel 14:17, 20).  Though angels are more powerful and more intelligent than humans, they are neither omnipotent (Psalm 103:20; 

2 Thessalonians 1:7), nor omniscient (Matthew 24:36; 1 Peter 1:12).

Psalm 8:4-5 says, “What is man, that thou art mindful of him? And the son of man, that thou visitest him?  For thou hast made him a little lower than the angels.”  Speaking of the incarnation of Christ, the book of Hebrews states, “But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels for the suffering of death” (Hebrews 2:9).  God created humans below the angels and tied us to the earth.  We are limited in space, in time, in intelligence and in power.  So we can see that in our present state we are in a lower order of creation than the angels are.  The Bible goes on to state that redeemed man will be "equal with the angels" in that we will not die (Luke 20:36).  The Bible states in 1 Corinthians 6:2-3 the saints will someday judge the angels.

Some statements in the Bible seem to indicate a ranking in the orders of the angels:

Ephesians 1:20-21, “Which he wrought in Christ, when he raised him from the dead, and set him at his own right hand in the heavenly places,  Far above all principality, and power, and might, and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this world, but also in that which is to come” 
Colossians 1:16, “For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers:  all things were created by him, and for him”
Gabriel spoke to Daniel (10:13) concerning Michael, whom he called one of the chief princes; again indicating rank in the angelic order.  There is enough evidence to say that there are distinct ranks, but not enough evidence to make a complete comparison or organizational chart. 

There are only two angels mentioned by name in the Bible:

Michael 

The name means, “Who is like god?”  This is in contrast to Satan who declared, “. . . I will be like the Most High” (Isaiah 14:14).  In the Old Testament Michael is mentioned by name only in Daniel.  There he is called:  “one of the chief princes” (10:13); “Michael your prince” (10:21); and “the great prince which standeth for the children of thy people” (12:1).  The Hebrew word translated prince in these verses is sar and means, “head, official, captain.”  Since he is called "your prince" and the prince who "standeth for the children of thy people", we may infer he was assigned the welfare of the nation Israel.

Michael is mentioned by name twice in the New Testament.  He is seen as the commander of the armies of heaven in Revelation 12:7.  In Jude 9 he is again seen in a dispute with the devil, “Yet Michael the archangel, when contending with the devil he disputed about the body of Moses, durst not bring against him a railing accusation, but said, The Lord rebuke thee.”  From these references we can see that Michael has the special duties of standing for God's people Israel, and opposing God's enemies.

Some people question as to whether Michael is the only archangel.  In some of the apocryphal writings, mention is made of five archangels; Michael, Gabriel, Raphael, Uriel and Jeremiel.  The poet Milton referred to Gabriel as an archangel, as have many other people through the years.  Actually the word archangel is found only twice in the Bible.  The reference in Jude 9 to "Michael the Archangel" has already been mentioned.  The second use of the word is in connection with the rapture of the church “For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: . . .” (1 Thessalonians 4:16).  The word archangel means "chief messenger.   Some have argued that the use of the definite article the in connection with archangel limits the class to Michael.  This isn't necessarily the case.  A person could make a reference to the President of the United States and that is limited to one person at any particular time.  But a person could refer to someone as Joe the mechanic and that wouldn't limit the number of mechanics in the world to only Joe.  So use of the definite article with archangel doesn't prove the theory of only one in the class.  On the other hand, there is only one angel specifically stated by the Bible to be an archangel.  Further speculation on the subject is just that, speculation.

Gabriel 

The name means “mighty one of God.”   He is self-described as, “I am Gabriel, that stand in the presence of God” (Luke 1:19).  His duties seem to be that of a messenger.   He appears in the Biblical record four times, each time bearing a message concerning God's program for the future.

He brought Daniel the explanation of the ram and rough goat vision (Daniel 8:16).  He also delivered to Daniel the interpretation of the prophecy of the seventy weeks (Daniel 9:21-27).  Gabriel announced to Zacharias and his wife the fact they would have a son who would be the forerunner of the Messiah (Luke 1:11-20).  He announced to Mary she would have a son and this son would be called Jesus (Luke 1:26-38).

There are two specific orders of angels mentioned in the Bible:

Cherubim 

Although the cherubim are never termed "angels" in the Bible, it is obvious they are an angelic class.  The appearance of the cherubim also differs from scripture to scripture (cf. Exodus 25:20; Ezekiel 1:5-21; Revelation 4:6-8).  They are mentioned several times in Scripture.  The first Biblical reference to angels came when God sent Adam and Eve from the Garden of Eden; He placed cherubim at the gate to guard it.  When Moses was given plans for the Ark of the Covenant, there were to be two figures of cherubims made of gold placed so they surrounded the Mercy Seat.  This Mercy Seat was placed in the Holy of Holies of the Tabernacle where God's Shekinah [visible] Glory was manifest.  Cherubim were also to be used in connection with the curtains of the tabernacle (Exodus 26:1) and with the inner veil (26:31).

When Ezekiel received his call to speak to the children of Israel, he saw a throne borne by “living creatures” (Ezekiel chapter 1).  In the tenth chapter of his book, he again views these creatures and recognizes them as cherubim.  “This is the living creature that I saw under the God of Israel by the river of Chebar: and I knew that they were the cherubims” (10:20).

The fourth chapter of Revelation gives another view of these angels.  In this chapter the cherubim are called the "four beasts".  It is said of these they were round about the throne and “. . . they rest not day and night, saying, Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, which was, and is, and is to come” (Revelation 4:8).

Seraphim 

When Isaiah received his commission to prophecy, he also saw the throne of the Lord.  Isaiah, instead of speaking about the cherubim around the throne, spoke of the seraphim above the throne.  The seraphim cried one to another “Holy, holy, holy, is the LORD of hosts: the whole earth is full of his glory” (Isaiah 6:3).
It seems the cherubim's obligation is to guard the representations of the holiness of God.  They are seen in the Garden of Eden, the inner room of the Tabernacle and later, the Temple.  In Ezekiel and Revelation they are seen in connection with the throne of God.  Their position in relation to the throne (and the mercy seat) is mentioned in Psalms, “. . . thou that dwellest between the cherubims, shine forth” (Psa. 80:1); “The LORD reigneth; let the people tremble: he sitteth between the cherubims” (Psalm 99:1).
The seraphim seem to have the obligation of declaring the holiness of God.  According to Hebrew thought the ascription of the term "holy" to God three times means perfectly holy.  Therefore, the seraphim proclaim the perfect holiness of God.

Ministry of Angels

Again we look at Hebrews 1:4, “Are they not all ministering spirits, sent forth to minister to them who shall be heirs of salvation?”  Angels have several different ministries to perform.  All these ministries, however, are physical rather than spiritual in nature.  Angels are not to be confused with the presence, the power or the ministry of the Holy Spirit.

The Holy Spirit functions in spiritual matters.  He has the responsibility of interpreting and revealing Jesus Christ and imparting the truth of God.  Angels have been given the administration of physical things.  In the Old Testament an angel appeared unto Gideon and announced that he would save Israel from the hand of the Midianites (Judges 6:11-21).  It was the Spirit of God who qualified Gideon for his work (6:34).  In Matthew the account is given of the temptation of Jesus.  The Spirit led Jesus into the wilderness to be tempted.  After this, the angels came and ministered to His physical needs (Matthew 4:1, 11). 

Some of the duties of angels can be seen in the accounts given of them in the Scriptures:

They have provided for the physical needs of people.

An angel, who encouraged Hagar and her son, seems also to have provided water to keep them alive (Genesis 21:17-20).

Angels fed Israel in the wilderness (Psalm 78:23-25).

When Elijah fled from Jezebel, an angel provided bread and water (1 Kings 19:5-7).

An angel ministered unto Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane (Luke 22:43).

Angels provide physical protection

It seems from Psalm 35:4 that angels may harass the enemies of the Lord's people.  Psalm 34:7 certainly shows that angels can deliver us from our enemies, “The angel of the LORD encampeth round about them that fear him, and delivereth them.”
An angel shut the lion's mouths when Daniel was cast into the den of lions (Daniel 6:20-23).

When the apostles were put in prison, an angel opened the prison doors and sent them out (Acts 3:17-20).

When Peter was bound with chains and cast into prison, an angel delivered him (Acts 12:5-10).

“For he shall give his angels charge over thee, to keep thee in all thy ways.

They shall bear thee up in their hands, lest thou dash thy foot against a stone” (Psalm 1:11-12).
Angels attend the righteous at death

Jesus spoke of the angels carrying Lazarus' spirit to Abraham's bosom at his death (Luke 16:22).

Angels give comfort

“For there stood by me this night the angel of God, . . .saying, Fear not, Paul” (Acts 27:23-24) cf. Luke 22:43

Angels execute God's judgment  

An angel smote Herod after the people of Tyre and Sidon proclaimed him a god and not a man (Acts 12:20-23).
An angel smote 185,000 of the Assyrian army (2 Kings 19:35; Isaiah 37:36).

Angels will have various activities in connection with the Second Coming of Christ

The voice of the archangel will be heard at the Rapture (1 Thessalonians 4:16).

During the tribulation, angels will control the elements of nature (Revelation 7:1; 14:18).

Seven angels sound the seven trumpet judgments (Revelation 8:1-11; 15).

Seven angels pour out the seven vial judgments (Revelation 13:6-7; 16:1-21).

An angel looses a great horde of locusts that afflict men (Revelation 9:1-11).

Angels will accompany Christ on His return to earth (Matthew 25:31; Luke 9:26).

They will gather the nations for judgment before Christ and carry out that judgment (Matthew 13:41-42; 25:31, 32, 41).

An angel will bind Satan before the Millennial Kingdom (Revelation 20:1-3).

