Holy Spirit

Articles of Faith of the Free Will Baptists

4. THE HOLY SPIRIT. The Scriptures assign to the Holy Spirit all the attributes of God.

The Faith of Free Will Baptists

CHAPTER VII

The Holy Spirit

1. The Scriptures ascribe to the Holy Spirit the acts and attributes of an intelligent being. He guides, knows, moves, gives information, commands, forbids sends forth, reproves, and can be sinned against.
2. The attributes of God are ascribed to the Holy Spirit. 
3. The works of God are ascribed to the Holy Spirit: creation, inspiration, giving of life, and sanctification.
4. The apostles assert that the Holy Spirit is Lord and God.
From the foregoing the conclusion is that the Holy Spirit is in reality God and one with the Father in all divine perfections. It has also been shown that Jesus Christ is God—one with the Father. Then these three—the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—are one God. 
The truth of this doctrine is also proved from the fact that the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost are united in the authority by which believers are baptized; and in the benedictions pronounced by the apostles, which are acts of the highest religious worship.
The study of the Holy Spirit will be broken down into the first three points above:  the personality of the Holy Spirit, the deity of the Holy Spirit and the works of the Holy Spirit.

1) Personality

The Holy Spirit is the eternal third Person of the Trinity.  Some people refer to the Spirit in terms of “it” rather than “He.”  Some think of the Spirit merely as an influence, an exertion of divine energy and power, or an emanation from God.  We usually associate personality with a body.  We sometimes find it hard to comprehend the Spirit’s personality without the tangible, material form of the body.  We must remember that the Father, the first Person of the Trinity, doesn’t have a material body either.  The elements that make up a personality are a mind, feelings and a will, as God the Father possesses.  The Holy Spirit is a person because:
Personal characteristics are ascribed to Him
Knowledge, He knows and searches the things of God, “But God hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of God.  For what man knoweth the things of a man, save the spirit of man which is in him? even so the things of God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God” (1 Corinthians 2:10-11).  He is able to teach people, “Which things also we speak, not in the words which man's wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost teacheth; comparing spiritual things with spiritual” 

(1 Corinthians 2:13).
The Spirit is described in personal terms grammatically
The pronouns used with reference to the Holy Spirit are invariably personal pronouns, “Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will shew you things to come.  He shall glorify me: for he shall receive of mine, and shall shew it unto you” (John 16:13-14) cf. John 15:26; 16:7-8.

He has a will

The Spirit distributes gifts to the body of Christ, “But all these worketh that one and the selfsame Spirit, dividing to every man severally as he will” (1 Corinthians 12:11).

He directs the activities of Christians, “Now when they had gone throughout Phrygia and the region of Galatia, and were forbidden of the Holy Ghost to preach the word in Asia, After they were come to Mysia, they assayed to go into Bithynia: but the Spirit suffered them not” (Acts 16:6-7).
He has a mind
“And he that searcheth the hearts knoweth what is the mind of the Spirit, because he maketh intercession for the saints according to the will of God” (Romans 8:27).
Acts and deeds are ascribed to Him

The Holy Spirit guides us into truth by hearing, speaking and showing, ““Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will shew you things to come” (John 16:13).

He guides the Church

“As they ministered to the Lord, and fasted, the Holy Ghost said, Separate me Barnabas and Saul for the work whereunto I have called them” (Acts 13:2).  He sent Peter to the house of Cornelius to preach the gospel to the Gentiles (Acts 10:19-22).
He performs miracles

“And when they were come up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord caught away Philip, that the eunuch saw him no more: and he went on his way rejoicing” (Acts 8:39).
He is treated as a Person

The Holy Spirit can be grieved, “And grieve not the holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed unto the day of redemption” (Ephesians 4:30).

He can be lied to, “But Peter said, Ananias, why hath Satan filled thine heart to lie to the Holy Ghost, and to keep back part of the price of the land?” (Acts 5:3).
He can be resisted, “Ye stiffnecked and uncircumcised in heart and ears, ye do always resist the Holy Ghost: as your fathers did, so do ye” (Acts 7:51).
He can be blasphemed, “Wherefore I say unto you, All manner of sin and blasphemy shall be forgiven unto men: but the blasphemy against the Holy Ghost shall not be forgiven unto men” (Matthew 12:31).
2) Deity
Those who accept the personality of the Holy Spirit also generally accept His deity also.  Evidences of deity include:
The Holy Spirit is called God

In the account of Ananias and Sapphira, Peter stated that Ananias had lied to the Holy Ghost then stated he had lied to God, “But Peter said, Ananias, why hath Satan filled thine heart to lie to the Holy Ghost, and to keep back part of the price of the land?  Whiles it remained, was it not thine own? and after it was sold, was it not in thine own power? why hast thou conceived this thing in thine heart? thou hast not lied unto men, but unto God” (Acts 5:3-4).

He is described by the names and titles of deity
What the Lord (Yahweh/Jehovah) said in Isaiah 6:8-13 is ascribed to the Holy Spirit in Acts 28:25-27, “And when they agreed not among themselves, they departed, after that Paul had spoken one word, Well spake the Holy Ghost by Esaias the prophet unto our fathers,  [26] Saying, Go unto this people, and say, Hearing ye shall hear, and shall not understand; and seeing ye shall see, and not perceive:  [27] For the heart of this people is waxed gross, and their ears are dull of hearing, and their eyes have they closed; lest they should see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and understand with their heart, and should be converted, and I should heal them.”
1 Corinthians 12:3, “Wherefore I give you to understand, that no man speaking by the Spirit of God calleth Jesus accursed: and that no man can say that Jesus is the Lord, but by the Holy Ghost.”

He possesses divine attributes

Omnipresence – “Whither shall I go from thy spirit? or whither shall I flee from thy presence?  If I ascend up into heaven, thou art there: if I make my bed in hell, behold, thou art there” (Psalms 139:7-8).
He is eternal – “How much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without spot to God, purge your conscience from dead works to serve the living God?” (Hebrews 9:14).
He performs divine works

Creation – “And the earth was without form, and void; and darkness was upon the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters” (Genesis 1:2).

“By his spirit he hath garnished the heavens; his hand hath formed the crooked serpent” (Job 26:13).
Has the power to resurrect bodies – “But if the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in you, he that raised up Christ from the dead shall also quicken your mortal bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth in you” (Romans 8:11).
Brings the new birth to individuals – “Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.  That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit” (John 3:5-6).
3) Works of the Holy Spirit
Revealing God’s Word
One of the primary works of the Holy Spirit has been in connection with revealing and recording God’s message to man.  This includes the New Testament books as well as the Old Testament books.  The most inclusive statement on this matter is 2 Peter 1:21, “For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man:  but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.”
There are other scriptures that bear this out:

Concerning David – “The Spirit of the LORD spake by me, and his word was in my tongue” (2 Samuel 23:2).

Concerning Micah – “But truly I am full of power by the Spirit of the LORD, and of judgment, and of might, to declare unto Jacob his transgression, and to Israel his sin” (Micah 3:8).

Concerning Isaiah – “. . . well spake the Holy Ghost by Esaias the prophet unto our fathers” (Acts 28:25)

Cf. Exodus 16:7; Hebrews 3:7-10; ref. Matthew 22:43; Acts 1:16, 4:25; Hebrews 10:15-16.

In the Old Testament
There are approximately 100 references to the Holy Spirit and His work in the Old Testament era given in 22 of the 39 books of that period.

The Holy Spirit worked with individuals in the Old Testament but in a different way than He works with believers today.  When Jesus spoke to the disciples in the Upper Room, He mentioned the difference the ministry of the Holy Spirit would take after Pentecost, “. . . for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you” (John 14:17).  During the Old Testament era, the Holy Spirit generally came upon individuals to empower them for a special mission.  While it is said that He did enter certain individuals (Genesis 41:38; Exodus 31:3; Numbers 27:18; Daniel 4:8-9), this was more of an empowering than an indwelling.  Today we have the fuller working of the Spirit in which He indwells all believers.
The Holy Spirit worked to endow individuals throughout the history of the nation Israel.

He endued Moses and the seventy elders with power in leadership – “And the LORD came down in a cloud, and spake unto him, and took of the Spirit that was upon him, and gave it unto the seventy elders” (Numbers 11:25).

He prepared Joshua to succeed Moses – “And Joshua the son of Nun was full of the Spirit of wisdom; for Moses had laid his hands upon him” (Deuteronomy 34:9) ref. Numbers 27:18.
He imparted special endowments of power during the time of the Judges:

Othniel – “And the spirit of the LORD came upon him, and he judged Israel” (Judges 3:10).

Gideon – “But the Spirit of the LORD came upon Gideon . . .” (Judges 6:34).

Jephthah – “Then the Spirit of the LORD came upon Jephthah . . .” (Judges 11:29).

Samson – “And the Spirit of the LORD began to move him at times in the camp of Dan between Zorah and Eshtaol” (Judges 13:25) ref. Judges 14:6, 19; 15:14-15.

He empowered David to reign as King – “Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the midst of his brethren:  and the Spirit of the LORD came upon David from that day forward” (1 Samuel 16:13).

He is seen in the ministry of the prophets:

Azariah – “And the Spirit of God came upon Azariah the son of Oded” (2 Chronicles 15:1).

Ezekiel – “And the Spirit entered into me when he spake unto me” (Ezekiel 2:2).

All the prophets – “Yea, they made their hearts as an adamant stone, lest they should hear the law, and the words which the LORD of hosts hath sent in his Spirit by the former prophets” (Zechariah 7:12).

The working of the Spirit with individuals in the Old Testament was conditioned upon obedience.  The Spirit left King Saul, “But the Spirit of the LORD departed from Saul . . .” (1 Samuel 16:14).  After David sinned, he pleaded that the Spirit not be taken from him, “Cast me not away from thy presence; and take not thy holy spirit from me” (Psalm 51:11).
In the New Testament
The New Testament gives a fuller and clearer revelation of the Holy Spirit and His work.  As noted before, He has a closer relationship to believers in our age than in the Old Testament.  He now comes, not only upon men, but also into their hearts.  His coming in the Old Testament was intermittent, empowering people for particular service.  In the New Testament He indwells all that believe on the Lord Jesus Christ for salvation.
The Holy Spirit is mentioned in all the New Testament books except Philemon and Second and Third John.  There are approximately 261 references to the Spirit in the New Testament.

The Holy Spirit was at work in the very earliest references in the New Testament.  Even before the incarnation of Christ, the Spirit was at work preparing the way.

In connection with John the Baptist

Gabriel told Zacharias that John would be filled with the Holy Spirit, “. . . and he shall be filled with the Holy Ghost, even from his mother’s womb” (Luke 1:15).

Elizabeth was filled with the Spirit as John was about to be born, “. . . the babe leaped in her womb; and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Ghost” (Luke 1:41).

Zacharias was filled with the Spirit to prophecy regarding the mission of John the Baptist, “And his father Zacharias was filled with the Holy Ghost, and prophesied” (Luke 1:67).

In connection with the birth of Christ

Mary’s child was conceived by the Holy Spirit, “. . . the angel of the Lord appeared unto him in a dream, saying, Joseph, thou son of David, fear not to take unto thee Mary thy wife:  for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost” (Matthew 1:20), cf. Luke 1:35.

In connection with Simeon

Simeon’s name means “one who hears and obeys.”  We can see this in his relationship to the Holy Ghost.

“And behold, there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon; and the same man was just and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel:  and the Holy Ghost was upon him.

And it was revealed unto him by the Holy Ghost, that he should not see death, before he had seen the Lord’s Christ.

And he came by the Spirit into the temple . . .”
                                                                                                      Luke 2:25-27

The Holy Spirit also worked in connection with Christ during His earthly ministry.  He was present at the baptism of Jesus, “And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up straightway out of the water:  and, lo, the heavens were opened unto him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove, and lighting upon him” (Matthew 3:16).

Following His baptism, Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wilderness to face the devil, “Then was Jesus led up of the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted of the devil” (Matthew 4:1).  He also led Him back from the wilderness, “And Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit into Galilee” (Luke 4:14).

The Bible tells us that Christ offered Himself as the sinless substitute for sinners through the Spirit, “How much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without spot to God, purge your conscience from dead works to serve the living God” (Hebrews 9:14).

He was also raised by the Spirit, “But if the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in you, he that raised up Christ from the dead shall also quicken your mortal bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth in you” (Romans 8:11).  “For Christ also hath suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, that he might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh, but quickened by the Spirit” (1 Peter 3:18).

The Spirit has a present ministry in connection with Jesus.  This ministry is threefold:

1) The Spirit testifies of Christ – “But when the Comforter is come, whom I will send unto you from the Father, even the Spirit of truth, which proceedeth from the Father, he shall testify of me” (John 15:26).

2) The Spirit glorifies Christ – “He shall glorify me:  for he shall receive of mine, and shall shew it unto you” (John 16:14).

3) The Spirit convicts the world about Christ – “And when he is come, he will reprove the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment” (John 16:18).  Jesus said the work of the Spirit when He was come would be threefold.  He would convict the world of sin, righteousness and judgment.  The Greek word for “reprove” here means “to show someone his sin and to summon him to repentance.”
“Of sin, because they believe not on me:

Of righteousness, because I go to my Father, and ye see me no more;

Of judgment, because the prince of this world is judged” (John 16:9-11).

All three of these were linked with the continuing ministry of Christ.  Man first needs to see his state of sin, have proof of the righteousness Jesus provides and be reminded that if he refuses to receive Jesus as Savior he faces certain condemnation.
The Comforter whom Jesus had promised the disciples came on the day of Pentecost.  The Holy Spirit is in the world today and has a work of convicting lost souls.  But He also has a work in the church.  It was on the day of Pentecost the church commenced historically.  Before that time believers were separate units.  When the Spirit came down, believers were fused together into the body of the church, “For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and have been all made to drink into one Spirit” (1 Corinthians 12:13).

There is one church, all true believers form it, and Christ is the head of it, “For the husband is the head of the wife, even as Christ is the head of the church:  and he is the saviour of the body” (Ephesians 5:23).

The Spirit unifies this church into one body, “Endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.  There is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your calling; One Lord, one faith, one baptism, One God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all” (Ephesians 4:3-6).
There are different terms used for the work of the Spirit in unifying the church and in helping individual believers.

The Baptist of the Spirit

This phrase is used seven times in the New Testament.  Four of those uses refer to the same incident.  After Jesus was baptized, John the Baptist testified of a coming baptism of the Spirit, “. . . but he that sent me to baptize with water, the same said unto me, upon whom thou shall see the Spirit descending, and remaining on him, the same is he which baptizeth with the Holy Ghost” (John 1:33), cf. Matthew 3:11; Mark 1:8; Luke 3:16.

When Jesus was instructing His disciples prior to His ascension He spoke of this soon coming baptism, “And being assembled together with them, commanded them that they should not depart Jerusalem, but wait for the promise of the Father, which, saith he, ye have heard of me.  For John truly baptized with water; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost not many days hence” (Acts 1:4-5).  This baptism came on the day of Pentecost, “And there appeared unto them cloven tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon each of them.  And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost . . .” (Acts 2:3-4).
Peter confirms that this coming of the Spirit was the prophesied baptism in the eleventh chapter of Acts.  Peter had delivered the gospel to the Gentiles and was “called on the carpet” by some of the Jews in Jerusalem.  He then explained how he had received the vision from God to deliver the message to them and how they had received the same baptism of the Spirit that had happened at Pentecost, “And as I began to speak, the Holy Ghost fell on them, as on us at the beginning.  Then remembered I the word of the Lord, how that he said, John indeed baptized with water; but y shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost.  Forasmuch then as God gave them the like gift as he did unto us, who believed on the Lord Jesus Christ; what was I, that I could withstand God?” (Acts 11:15-17).

The first five references to the baptism of the Spirit were prophetic in nature; the sixth was an announcement of it having taken place.  The seventh reference is doctrinal in nature, “For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, Whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and have been all made to drink into one Spirit” (1 Corinthians 12:13).  This verse was quoted before when we said believers wee fused together in the body of the church.  The baptism of the Spirit began on the day of Pentecost when the church was formed.  It continued when the gospel was spread to the Gentiles and it continues today when individuals are saved.  The baptism of the Spirit relates to the individual believer entering into the Body of Christ (the church).
The indwelling Spirit

This relates to the differences of the ministry of the Holy Spirit in the Old Testament era and in the New Testament church.  Jesus promised this indwelling Spirit to His disciples, “And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever; Even the Spirit of Truth . . . for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you” (John 14:16-17).

The Bible teaches that the Spirit indwells all believers, “But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you.  Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his” (Romans 8:9).  “He that believeth on me, as the scripture hath said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water.  (But this spake he of the Spirit, which they that believe on him should receive:  for the Holy Ghost was not yet given; because that Jesus was not yet glorified)” (John 7:38-39).

Jesus said the Spirit would guide us, “Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth is come, he will guide you into all truth” (John 16:13).
The Bible says the Spirit will teach us, “But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love him. But God hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of God” (I Corinthians 2:9,10). “Which things also we speak, not in the words which man's wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost teacheth; comparing spiritual things with spiritual” (vs. 13).
Filled with the Spirit

The instruction from the Bible to us is, “And be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; but be filled with the Spirit” (Ephesians 5:18).  The question may be asked, how can you be justified and have the Spirit (Romans 8:9), and not be filled with the Spirit?
We must first get a grasp on our identification of the Spirit.  As we have seen, the Holy Spirit is a person, not a substance.  When we equate being filled with the Spirit in terms of a vessel being filled with water we are using the wrong equation.  When we are born again the Holy Spirit takes residence in us.  Although He is resident within us with all His holy nature bringing itself to influence our personality, it does not follow that we shall be controlled by Him.  Believers can respond to the flesh or respond to the Spirit.  Ideally, believers, as we grow in grace and learn the ways of the Lord, progressively walk more after the Spirit than after the flesh, “This I say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfill the lust of the flesh” (Galatians 5:16).
To be filled with the Spirit means to so render the lower nature up to the guidance of the Holy Spirit that “. . . ye might be filled with all the fulness of God” (Ephesians 3:19).  As Christians “walk in the Spirit” the fruit of the Spirit will be manifested in their lives, “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance” (Galatians 5:22-23).
Spiritual gifts

The Holy Spirit works within the body of the church distributing gifts to help the Body of Christ. 

“Now there are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit.  And there are differences of administrations, but the same Lord.  And there are diversities of operations, but it is the same God which worketh all in all” (1 Corinthians 12:4-6).  Three diversifications are mentioned here: gifts, administrations and operations.  Gifts (Gr. charisma) mean “a gift involving grace (charis) on the part of God as the Donor.”   Administrations (Gr. diaconia) mean “service” this word is translated “ministry” fifteen times.  The word for operations (Gr. energematon) means “to work in, to be active, operative.”   Listings of these gifts, ministries and operations are given in Romans 12:4-8; Ephesians 4:11 and 1 Corinthians 12:8-10, 28-31.  

“But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to every man to profit withal” (1 Corinthians 12:7).  The phrase “profit withal” is translated from a compounded verb, "sumphero.”   The first part of the word, sum, means “union” and carries the connotation of sharing together.  The second part, phero, means, “To carry or bear.”   The word literally means, “To carry together as one.”   The manifestation of the Spirit is given to every man in order that he along with the whole church can carry his message and burden as one.  The usefulness of the gift, ministry or operation is found in its usefulness to the whole church.

