Jesus Christ
Resurrection and Mediation of Christ
Articles of Faith of Free Will Baptists

3. CHRIST. Christ is God manifest in the flesh; in His divine nature truly God, in His human nature truly man. The mediator between God and man, once crucified, He is now risen and glorified, and is our ever present Savior and Lord.
7. THE WORK OF CHRIST. The Son of God by His incarnation, life, sufferings, death, and resurrection effected for all redemption from sin that is full and free, and is the ground of salvation by faith.

The Faith of Free Will Baptists

CHAPTER VI 
The Atonement and Mediation of Christ 
2. Mediation of Christ. Our Lord not only died for our sins, but He arose for our justification, and ascended up to heaven, where, as the only mediator between God and man, He makes intercession for us until He comes again.
3. We believe that all children dying in infancy, having not actually transgressed against the law of God in their own persons, are only subject to the first death, which was brought on by the fall of the first Adam, and not that any one of them dying in that state shall suffer punishment in hell by the guilt of Adam's sin for of such is the Kingdom of God.
The previous lesson concerned the blood of Christ and the death of Christ.  Those are essential to the gospel message.
  "For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also received, how that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures;

   And that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day according to the scriptures:"

1 Corinthians 15:3-4

A dead Christ could not be a Savior.  The belief in Jesus Christ as the Son of God, and thus as our Savior, stands or falls with the question of His bodily resurrection.  "And if Christ be not raised, your faith is vain; ye are yet in your sins" (1 Corinthians 15:17).  The resurrection is properly considered a proof of the person of Christ, His deity and His power to save from sin.
There are several proofs of the resurrection of Christ:

The Resurrection Appearances

Peter offered as proof of his message on the Day of Pentecost the fact that they were witnesses of the resurrected Christ, “This Jesus hath God raised up, whereof we are all witnesses” (Acts 2:32).  Paul offered as proof of the gospel he preached the fact that there were witnesses of the resurrection, “And that he was seen of Cephas, then of the twelve:  After that, he was seen of above five hundred brethren at once:  of whom the greater part remain unto this present, but some are fallen asleep.  After that, he was seen of James; then of the apostles.  And last of all he was seen of me also, as of one born out of due time” (1 Corinthians 15:5-8).
The order of the appearances of Christ between His resurrection and ascension seem to be as follows:
1) The first appearance was to Mary Magdalene as she remained at the site of the tomb after Peter and John had left (John 20:11-18; Mark 16:9-11).

2) To the other women (“the other Mary,” Salome, Joanna, and others) who were returning to the tomb and saw Christ on the way (Matthew 28:9-10).

3) To Peter in the afternoon of the resurrection day (Luke 24:34; 1 Corinthians 15:5).
4) To the two disciples on the road to Emmaus on the day of the resurrection (Luke 24:13-35; Mark 16:12-13).

5) To the ten disciples (Thomas absent) and others with them at Jerusalem on the evening of the resurrection (Mark 16:14; Luke 24:36-43; John 20:19-23).

6) To the eleven disciples (Thomas present) a week after His resurrection (John 20:26-29).

7) To seven disciples fishing by the Sea of Galilee (John 21:1-23).

8) Jesus appeared to the eleven disciples on the mountain in Galilee and this seems to be the time recorded that He appeared to 500 brethren (Matthew 28:16-20 [notice verse 17 “some doubted” by this time the disciples didn’t doubt]; 1 Corinthians 15:6).
9) To James, the Lord’s brother (1 Corinthians 15:7).

10) To the disciples immediately before the ascension (Luke 24:50-52; Acts 1:4-9).

As noted above, Jesus also appeared to Paul while he was on the road to Damascus (Acts 9:3-9, 17; 

1 Corinthians 15:8; 9:1).  Acts 1:3 seems to imply that there may have been other appearances of which we have no record.
Through the years there have been many theories put forth to try and explain away the resurrection.  There was a book published in 1965 titled “The Passover Plot” by Dr. Hugh Schonfield (a “Biblical scholar”) that claimed to shed new light on the history of Jesus.  His theory was that Jesus was a devout Jew who was convinced he was the Messiah and purposely attempted to fulfill that role.  His plan, according to Schonfield, was to have one of his supporters give him a drink of water while on the cross that was laced with a drug that would cause him to pass out.  The plan went wrong when the soldier pierced his side with the sword and killed him.  The book says that the apostle John and Joseph of Arimathea were responsible for the events happening after the crucifixion and that the resurrection appearances were cases of mistaken identity (for instance he says John was the one seen at the garden on the resurrection morning).  He says the boldness of the disciples after the Resurrection is due to the fact that the hoax had fooled even them and they didn’t know any better.
Some other theories are that the Roman authorities took the body and the Jewish leaders took the body, never mind that these theories are completely ridiculous.
Another theory is that the disciples stole the body even though guards were posted so this wouldn’t happen (Matthew 27:62-66).  Had the disciples performed this, they would have been deceivers.  Nearly all the disciples suffered martyrdom for their faith.  As Paul Little has stated, “people will die for what they mistakenly think is true, but they don’t die for what they know is false.”
A liberal theologian, Kirsopp Lake, who was a professor at the University of Leyden in Holland and later a professor at Harvard, presented the theory that the women had gone to the wrong tomb on Resurrection morning.  When they asked the gardener where Jesus was laid, he replied, “He is not here,” and the women rushed off to preach the Resurrection before the gardener could turn and point and say, “He is over there.”  This supposed theory is quickly dispelled by the presence not only of the guards at the tomb, but also of the angels.
Those theories were all wrong because another proof of the resurrection was:

An Empty Tomb

After the resurrection of Christ, His tomb was empty.  This was the testimony of Peter and John (John 20:1-10).  This was also the testimony of the guard who was stationed at the tomb (Matthew 28:11-15).

Dramatic Change in the Disciples after the Resurrection
Before the crucifixion, only one of the disciples (Peter) stood in defense of Jesus in the Garden.  Then when Jesus was standing before the Sanhedrin, Peter was outside the palace denying Him three times.  Peter has received a lot of criticism for his denial of Jesus, but we must remember that he was close enough to where Jesus was that he could be challenged.  The other disciples (with the exception of John) were not even there.  So as timid and lacking in faith as Peter was before the resurrection, the other disciples were even more so.

After the death and burial of Christ, the disciples seemed to be disheartened.  They were dismayed at the death of Christ.  It seemed they entertained no real hope that Christ would be restored to them by the resurrection.  When Jesus appeared to the ten, the Bible says, “But they were terrified and affrighted, and supposed they had seen a spirit” (Luke 24:37).  These same disciples became fearless in their testimony of the gospel of Christ.  Tradition states that all the apostles except John were martyred for their faith and testimony.
The Day of Pentecost

Fifty days after the death and resurrection of Christ, Peter preached a sermon on the doctrine of the resurrection.  Thousands were gathered to hear his sermon.  Those who listened had access to the garden where the tomb was located.  These had undoubtedly heard the reports being given of the resurrection.  As Peter declared the resurrection of Christ, there was no contradiction from the multitudes.  Instead of refuting the message, the Bible says three thousand, who were in a position to know the facts, were added to the church.

Why is the Resurrection important?

If a person lives very long on the earth, that person can attest to the fact that “it is appointed unto man once to die.”  We can view the evidences that people are constantly passing from this earth.

There are various reasons for death.  For instance a tombstone in Silver City, Nevada reads:

Here lays Butch

We planted him raw

He was quick on the trigger

But slow on the draw

Another from Boot hill Cemetery in Tombstone, Arizona reads:
Here lies Lester Moore

Four slugs

From a forty-four

No Les

No Moore

But death is not a humorous matter, because death still holds a dread for us and we know that we are all headed that way:

When you unto my grave do go

The gloomy place to see

I say to you who stand and view

Prepare to follow me

The resurrection of Christ answers the question that men have asked through the ages, “If a man die, shall he live again?” (Job 14:14).  His resurrection declares there is life beyond the grave.  The Bible says, “But now is Christ risen from the dead, and become the firstfruits of them that slept” (1 Corinthians 15:20).
In the Old Testament the firstfruits was one of the offerings to the Lord.  This offering was from the very first product of the harvest.  It was a promise and a sample of what the harvest would be.  In offering the first fruits, the people were expressing their assurance that, by the blessing of God, there would be a harvest time.  These first fruits were a sample of what that harvest would be.  The resurrection of Christ is our assurance of the resurrection of the dead, “For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive.  But every man in his own order:  Christ the firstfruits; afterward they that are Christ’s at his coming” (1 Corinthians 15:22-23).

The resurrection of Christ also gave the pattern of what our resurrection body will be, “For our conversation is in heaven:  from whence also we look for the Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ:  Who shall change our whole body, that it may be fashioned like unto his glorious body, according to the working whereby he is able to subdue all things unto himself” (Philippians 3:20-21).

“Beloved, now we are the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be:  but we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is” (1 John 3:2).

Christ’s resurrection is important to the gospel message when we consider that if He arose the gospel is true, and if he rose not it is false, “For if the dead rise not, then is not Christ raised:  And if Christ be not raised, your faith is vain; ye are yet in your sins” (1 Corinthians 15:16-17).  Our justification was secured by His obedience to death and His resurrection from the grave, “Who was delivered for our offences, and was raised again for our justification” (Romans 4:25).
The resurrection proved Jesus to be the Son of God because it authenticated all His claims, “Jesus answered and said unto them, Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up” (John 2:19).  “Therefore doth my Father love me, because I lay down my life, that I might take it again.” (John 10:17).
Jesus spoke not only of His death and resurrection, but also of His ascension and exultation, “What and if ye shall see the Son of man ascend up where he was before?” (John 16:62).

Forty days after His resurrection, He ascended into Heaven in the sight of His disciples, “And when he had spoken these things, while they beheld, he was taken up; and a cloud received him out of their sight” (Acts 1:9) cf. Luke 24:49-51.

Having ascended, God the Father gave Him a place of exaltation, “So then after the Lord had spoken unto them, he was received up into heaven, and sat on the right hand of God” (Mark 16:19) cf. Hebrews 10:12; 12:2.
“Which he wrought in Christ, when he raised him from the dead, and set him at his own right hand in the heavenly places, Far above all principality, and power, and might, and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this world, but also in that which is to come” (Ephesians 1:20-21).
“Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which is above every name:  That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth; And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father” (Philippians 2:9-11).
Jesus is now at the right hand of God as an advocate and mediator for us, “For there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus” (1 Timothy 2:5).  The word “mediator” here means literally a go between.  This is one who mediates between two parties with a view to producing peace.  The mediator Christ Jesus has produced peace between God and us because He has satisfied God’s righteous claims for humanity.
“My little children, these things write I unto you, that ye sin not. And if any man sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous” (1 John 2:1).  The word “advocate” means “called to one’s side or aid.”  This is used in the courts of law to denote one who pleads another’s cause.  Jesus is pleading our cause to the Father by His atoning death on the cross.  Jesus has gone to prepare a place for us in Heaven, “In my Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you.  And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also” (John 14:2-3).

All people will hear His voice raising them from the dead, “Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming, in the which all that are in the graves shall hear his voice, And shall come forth; they that have done good, unto the resurrection of life; and they that have done evil, unto the resurrection of damnation” (John 5:28-29).  We know from Scripture that there are different resurrections at different times.  The voice of Jesus calling will be the cause of the resurrection of all.  The order of the resurrections is:  Christ the firstfruits (1 Corinthians 15:23); the believers of the church at the rapture (1 Thessalonians 4:13-18); the Old Testament saints at the second coming (Daniel 12:2); and the rest at the end of the Millennium (Revelation 20:5).

The redeeming work of Jesus Christ is often divided into three parts:  prophet, priest and king.
Prophet

As early as the time of Moses, God told Israel that one day He would, “. . . raise them up a Prophet from among their brethren, like unto thee, and will put my words in his mouth; and he shall speak unto them all that I shall command him” (Deuteronomy 18:18).  While preaching in the Temple area shortly after Pentecost, Peter quoted that passage and declared that the prophet spoken of was Jesus (Acts 3:20-26).
The primary function of a prophet was to make God and His will known to men.  Near the end of His earthly ministry, Jesus told His disciples, “Henceforth I call you not servants; for the servant knoweth not what his lord doeth: but I have called you friends; for all things that I have heard of my Father I have made known unto you” (John 15:15).  Jesus was here informing His disciples that He had acted as the spokesman for the Father telling them what God wanted them to know.  He was the supreme and divine prophet.
Jesus called Himself a prophet (Matthew 13:57; Mark 6:4; Luke 4:24, 13:33; John 4:44).  In His prayer of intercession for His disciples, Jesus said, “For I have given unto them the words which thou gavest me; and they have received them, and have known surely that I came out from thee, and they have believed that thou didst send me” (John 17:8).
Priest
The priesthood of Aaron in the Old Testament had the duty of represent man before God.  This they did by offering sacrifices and making intercession.  This priesthood was a pattern [type] of the priesthood of Jesus (Hebrews 9:23).  Because of the humanity of the Aaronic priests they were limited in what their sacrifices could accomplish, “But Christ being come an high priest of good things to come, by a greater and more perfect tabernacle, not made with hands, that is to say, not of this building; Neither by the blood of goats and calves, but by his own blood he entered in once into the holy place, having obtained eternal redemption for us” (Hebrews 9:11-12).
Jesus was of the tribe of Judah so this disqualified Him from being a priest after the order of Aaron.  The priesthood of Aaron was from the tribe of Levi (Hebrews 7:13-14).  Jesus, however, was from a higher order, “The Lord hath sworn, and will not repent, Thou art a priest for ever after the order of Melchizedek” (Psalms 110:4).  The superiority of the Melchisedec high priesthood over the priesthood of Aaron is given in the seventh chapter of Hebrews.  The features of this superiority include the following:

1. It was a Royal Priesthood

Melchisedec was a king as well as a priest (Genesis 14:18; Hebrews 7:1).  The priests of the line of Aaron were disqualified from being kings because they were from the tribe of Levi.  The tribe of Judah was the royal tribe of Israel.  Jesus was a king as well as a priest, “Even he shall build the temple of the Lord; and he shall bear the glory, and shall sit and rule upon his throne; and he shall be a priest upon his throne: and the counsel of peace shall be between them both” (Zechariah 6:13).

2. It was unrelated to Ancestry

The description of Melchisedec includes the statement, “Without father, without mother, without descent . . .” (Hebrews 7:3).  This doesn’t necessarily mean he didn’t have parents; they were just not recorded in the Bible.  His priesthood didn’t depend upon his ancestry like the priests of the line of Aaron.
3. It was Timeless

“. . . having neither beginning of days, nor end of life; but made like unto the Son of God; abideth a priest continually” (Hebrews 7:3).  Again, neither Melchisedek’s birth nor his death was recorded so he would be more like Jesus who is a priest forever.  The Aaronic priests were continually changing because they would die and have to be replaced, “And they truly were many priests, because they were not suffered to continue by reason of death” (Hebrews 7:23).
4. It was a greater Priesthood

“But he whose descent is not counted from them received tithes of Abraham, and blessed him that had the promises.  And without all contradiction the less is blessed of the better” (Hebrews 7:6-7).  Abraham was the patriarch of the nation Israel.  He acknowledged the superiority of Melchisedek when he paid tithes to him (Genesis 14:20).  Levi, though unborn at the time, and all the priests that came from Levi were involved in this act, “And here men that die receive tithes; but there he receiveth them, of whom it is witnessed that he liveth.  And as I may so say, Levi also, who receiveth tithes, payed tithes in Abraham.  For he was yet in the loins of his father, when Melchisedec met him” (Hebrews 7:8-10).

5. The Priesthood of Aaron made nothing Perfect
“If therefore perfection were by the Levitical priesthood, (for under it the people received the law,) what further need was there that another priest should rise after the order of Melchisedec, and not be called after the order of Aaron?” (Hebrews 7:11).  The sacrifices and offerings of the Aaronic priesthood were continually being offered, “And every priest standeth daily ministering and offering oftentimes the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins” (Hebrews 10:11).  Jesus offered only one sacrifice for sins and it was sufficient for all men, for all time, “But this man, after he had offered one sacrifice for sins for ever, sat down on the right hand of God” (Hebrews 10:12) cf. Hebrews 7:27-28; 9:25-28; 10:10.

King
From the earliest accounts of Jesus’ life, He was proclaimed as a King.  When the wise men from the east came to Jerusalem, their question was, “Where is he that is born King of the Jews?” (Matthew 2:2).  The message of Gabriel to Mary was, “He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the Highest:  and the Lord God shall give unto him the throne of his father David:  And he shall reign over the house of Jacob forever; and of his kingdom there shall be no end” (Luke 1:32-33).  His throne is eternal, “But unto the Son he saith, Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever:  a scepter of righteousness is the scepter of thy kingdom” (Hebrews 1:8).
God had promised David an eternal kingdom, “And thine house and thy kingdom shall be established forever before thee:  thy throne shall be established forever” (2 Samuel 7:16).  This guaranteed David that his descendants would always have the right to rule.  This is not a promise of uninterrupted rule.  The last king of David’s line was Zedekiah who was taken from the thone by Nebuchadnezzar’s armies in 587 B.C.  Israel’s promised Messiah would yet establish His Kingdom (Isaiah 9:7).  At the second coming of Christ, He will set up this kingdom, “When the Son of man shall come in his glory, and all the holy angels with him, then shall he sit upon the throne of his glory” (Matthew 25:31).

 We have so far dealt with the physical rule of Jesus as king.  Another aspect of His kingship is that as our Lord and King, Christ rules us, or should rule us.  The Bible says, “That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved” (Romans 10:9).  The definition of lordship from the Merriam-Webster Dictionary is “the authority or power of a lord and the territory under the jurisdiction of a lord.”  If Jesus is to be our Lord then it means that He must have authority over us.





















