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CHAPTER VI 
The Atonement and Mediation of Christ 
1. The Atonement. As sin cannot be pardoned without a sacrifice, and the blood of beasts could never wash away sin, Christ gave Himself a sacrifice for the sins of the world, and thus made salvation possible for all men. He died for us, suffering in our stead, to make known the righteousness of God, that He might be just in justifying sinners who believe in His Son. Through the redemption effected by Christ, salvation is actually enjoyed in this world, and will be enjoyed in the next by all who do not in this life refuse obedience to the known requirements of God. The atonement for sin was necessary. For present and future obedience can no more blot out our past sins than past obedience can remove the guilt of present and future sins. If God pardoned the sins of men without satisfaction for the violation of His law, it would follow that transgression might go on with impunity; government would be abrogated, and the obligation of obedience to God would be, in effect, removed. 
We have seen the person of Christ who was at the same time human and divine.  We have seen that this qualified Him to be the Savior of mankind.  We have also seen that His sinless life also qualified Him to be our Savior.  He was fully qualified in every way to redeem humanity back to God.  He did provide this redemption for us by His death on the cross.
There are two aspects of the Atonement that we will look at in this lesson; the blood of Christ and the death of Christ.

The phrase “blood of Christ” refers to the work of Jesus on the cross.  Blood represents judgment—the judgment for our sins while Christ was bearing them on the cross.  Leviticus 17:11 states, “. . . it is the blood that maketh an atonement for the soul.”  Physical death is the result of sin, “Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned” (Romans 5:12).  Justice demands the death of the transgressor, “Behold, all souls are mine; as the soul of the father, so also the soul of the son is mine: the soul that sinneth, it shall die” (Ezekiel 18:4).  Through God’s mercy we can receive forgiveness of our sins and be reconciled to the Father, “For it pleased the Father that in him should all fulness dwell; And, having made peace through the blood of his cross, by him to reconcile all things unto himself; by him, I say, whether they be things in earth, or things in heaven” (Colossians 1:1-2).
In the Old Testament, God required the blood sacrifice of animals for the atonement of sins.  The reason for this is that death was required for sin and the shedding of blood signified that death, “For the life of the flesh is in the blood:  and I have given it to you upon the altar to make an atonement for your souls:  for it is the blood that maketh an atonement for the soul” (Leviticus 17:11).
The Bible contains the Old Testament and the New Testament.  Both were ushered in by blood:
Hebrews 9:18-22, “Whereupon neither the first testament was dedicated without blood.

19 For when Moses had spoken every precept to all the people according to the law, he took the blood of calves and of goats, with water, and scarlet wool, and hyssop, and sprinkled both the book, and all the people,

20 Saying, This is the blood of the testament which God hath enjoined unto you.

21 Moreover he sprinkled with blood both the tabernacle, and all the vessels of the ministry.

22 And almost all things are by the law purged with blood; and without shedding of blood is no remission.”

Hebrews 9:13-15, “For if the blood of bulls and of goats, and the ashes of an heifer sprinkling the unclean, sanctifieth to the purifying of the flesh:

14 How much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without spot to God, purge your conscience from dead works to serve the living God?

15 And for this cause he is the mediator of the new testament, that by means of death, for the redemption of the transgressions that were under the first testament, they which are called might receive the promise of eternal inheritance.”

Matthew 26:27-28, “And he took the cup, and gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, Drink ye all of it;

28 For this is my blood of the new testament, which is shed for many for the remission of sins.”

The blood of the animals during Old Testament times could not do away with sin, “But in those sacrifices there is a remembrance again made of sins every year.  For it is not possible that the blood of bulls and of goats should take away sins” (Hebrews 10:3-4).  The blood of another human could not do away with sin because that would be tainted with sin.  The animals used for Old Testament sacrifices were to be pure, “And if his oblation be a sacrifice of peace offering, if he offer it of the herd; whether it be a male or female, he shall offer it without blemish before the Lord” (Leviticus 3:1).  “And he said unto Aaron, Take thee a young calf for a sin offering, and a ram for a burnt offering, without blemish, and offer them before the Lord.  And unto the children of Israel thou shalt speak, saying, Take ye a kid of the goats for a sin offering; and a calf and a lamb, both of the first year, without blemish, for a burnt offering” (Leviticus 9:2-3).  The animal had done nothing wrong but was judged anyway.

The blood of Jesus who was without sin and was the eternal second Person of the Trinity was the only blood that could make atonement for sin, “For if the blood of bulls and of goats, and the ashes of an heifer sprinkling the unclean, sanctifieth to the purifying of the flesh:  How much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without spot to God, purge your conscience from dead works to serve the living God?” (Hebrews 9:13-14).
In summary:
The blood of Jesus redeems us, “In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his grace” (Ephesians 1:7).  “In whom we have redemption through his blood, even the forgiveness of sins” (Colossians 1:14).

The blood of Jesus cleanses us from all sin by washing away our sins, “But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin” (1 John 1:7).  “And from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, and the first begotten of the dead, and the prince of the kings of the earth.  Unto him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own blood” (Revelation 1:5).

The Death of Christ

The heresy of docetism was spoken about in the previous lesson.  That belief was that Jesus did not have a human body and only appeared to have died on the cross.  The Koran claims Jesus only pretended to be dead (Surah IV:157).  Another view is that Jesus seemed to have been dead but was only drugged and revived in the tomb.  Some of these are based on the view that God couldn’t die.  Did Jesus actually die on the cross?
The purpose of the incarnation was for Jesus to die, “Therefore doth my Father love me, because I lay down my life, that I might take it again.  No man taketh it from me, but I lay it down of myself.  I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it again.  This commandment have I received of my Father” (John 10:17-18).
The gospel message is based on the death of Christ 1 Corinthians 15:1-4, “Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you the gospel which I preached unto you, which also ye have received, and wherein ye stand;

2 By which also ye are saved, if ye keep in memory what I preached unto you, unless ye have believed in vain.

3 For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also received, how that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures;

4 And that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day according to the scriptures:”

We know that He was not drugged because Jesus turned down the common painkiller of that day, “And they gave him to drink wine mingled with myrrh: but he received it not” (Mark 15:23).  At the end He took a sip of vinegar for His thirst, “After this, Jesus knowing that all things were now accomplished, that the scripture might be fulfilled, saith, I thirst.  Now there was set a vessel full of vinegar: and they filled a spunge with vinegar, and put it upon hyssop, and put it to his mouth” (John 19:28-29).
The Jews wanted the three on the crosses to die so they could be taken down before the Sabbath day began the next day.  They asked Pilate to have the prisoner’s legs broken so they could die more quickly.  If the legs of the victim were broken he could not lift himself up to exhale.  This request was granted but the Bible says, “Then came the soldiers, and brake the legs of the first, and of the other which was crucified with him.  But when they came to Jesus, and saw that he was dead already, they brake not his legs” (John 19:32-33).  These soldiers had witnessed a lot of death during their time and certainly knew when someone was dead but just to make sure one of the soldiers pierced His side with a spear.  Blood and water came out of His side showing that most likely the spear had pierced the heart and the pericardium (a sac around the heart that contains fluid) which would have insured His death.
Pilate also wanted to know if Jesus was dead before he released the body for burial, “Joseph of Arimathaea, an honourable counsellor, which also waited for the kingdom of God, came, and went in boldly unto Pilate, and craved the body of Jesus.  And Pilate marvelled if he were already dead: and calling unto him the centurion, he asked him whether he had been any while dead.  And when he knew it of the centurion, he gave the body to Joseph” (Mark 15:43-45).  Jesus was surely dead before He was brought down from the cross because the witnesses proclaimed it, the evidence indicates it and the Bible says it.
How could God die?  A common question from skeptics is “if God died who was running the universe?”  People sometimes see death as the end of life and some see this as the end of existence.  As Christians we know that when death occurs the spirit is separated from the physical body and the body ceases to function.  The body of Jesus was human and therefore could suffer physical death.  We also know that God is spirit (John 4:24) and is not limited to being in one place at any given time, “. . . do I not fill heaven and earth? Saith the Lord” (Jeremiah 23:24).  The body of Jesus was placed in the tomb but God was in control of all things.
The Bible certainly teaches that Jesus died and was resurrected from the dead, “I am he that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am alive for evermore, Amen; and have the keys of hell and of death” (Revelation 1:18).
There are several important truths associated with the death of Christ:

Love

This is the supreme manifestation of the love of God.

“But God commendeth his love to us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us” (Romans 5:8).

“In this was manifested the love of God toward us, because that God sent his only begotten Son into the world, that we might live through him.  Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins” (1 John 9-10).

“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life” (John 3:16).

Voluntary
Jesus did not go to the cross because He was powerless to stop His enemies, “I lay down my life, that I may take it up again.  No man taketh it from me, but I lay it down of myself.  I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it again” (John 10:17-18).  When Judas betrayed Jesus in the garden and Peter drew his sword to defend him, Jesus said, “Thinkest thou that I cannot now pray to my Father, and he shall presently give me more than twelve legions of angels?  But how then shall the scriptures be fulfilled, that thus it must be?” (Matthew 26:53-54).

Substitution
Both the sufferings of Christ and His death were vicarious (to be a substitute, to take the place of another).  We are the ones under sin, “Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned” (Romans 5:12).  Yet Jesus volunteered to suffer and die as our substitute.  By His sufferings, Jesus took upon Himself the sufferings we deserved to bear and bore them in His own Person, “He was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities . . . the LORD hath laid on him the iniquity of us all” (Isaiah 53:5, 6).
By His death, Jesus bore the divine judgments against the sinner to the full satisfaction of God, “Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us” (Galatians 3:13).  “Who his own self bare our sins in his own body on the tree, that we, being dead in sins, should live unto righteousness:  by whose stripes ye were healed” (1 Peter 2:24).  “But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels for the suffering of death, crowned with glory and honor; that he by the grace of God should taste death for every man” (Hebrews 2:9).
Upon a cruel tree at Calvary
‘Twas there my precious Savior cried

Forgive them for they know not what they do

Oh sinner friend for you He died.

Those cold thorns that pierced by Savior’s head

The blood was flowing down his face

In shame, forsaken there He hung and died

Oh sinner friend He took your place.
Final

There will never be another Savior.  The world will never need another.  As the title of the Andrea Crouch song says, “The Blood Will Never Lose Its Power.”  Christ is sufficient for all men, for all time, “. . . but now once in the end of the world hath he appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of himself” (Hebrews 9:26).  “So Christ was once offered to bear the sins of many . . .” (Hebrews 9:28).

