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CHAPTER V 
Of Christ 

SECTION II: The Incarnation of Christ 
The Word, which in the beginning was with God and which was God, by whom all things were made, condescended to a state of humiliation in being united with human nature and becoming like us, pollution and sin excepted. In this state, as a subject of the law, He was liable to the infirmities of our nature, was tempted as we are, but lived our example, perfect obedience to the divine requirements. As Christ was made of the seed of David, according to the flesh, He is "the Son of man," and as the divine existence is the fountain from which He proceeded, and was the only agency by which He was begotten, He is "the Son of God," being the only begotten of the Father, and the only incarnation of the Divine Being. 

The word “incarnation” is from the Latin “in” and “caro” (flesh).  The Bible teaches, “And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth” (John 1:14).  The incarnation was the gracious act of the eternal second Person of the Trinity in assuming a human body and human nature.  This teaching is the central fact of Christianity.  Merrill Unger writes, “The only way in which the Scriptures can be understood or intelligently interpreted is in the light of the essential fact of the incarnation.”
The Bible teaches that Jesus was a man, “For there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus” (1 Timothy 2:15).  “For if through the offense of one man many be dead, much more the grace of God, and the gift by grace, which is by one man, Jesus Christ” (Romans 5:15).
The Bible also teaches that Jesus was God, “Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ” (Titus 2:13).  “For in him dwelleth all the fullness of the Godhead bodily” (Colossians 2:9).

God the Son was co-eternal with the Father and the Holy Spirit, “In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth” (Genesis 1:1).  “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  The same was in the beginning with God” (John 1:1-2).
At the incarnation, Jesus chose voluntarily to put Himself under the Father’s authority and pay the price for our sin, “Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus:  Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God:  But mad himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men:  And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross” (Philippians 2:5-8).

The verses in Philippians show the importance of the virgin birth.  God had promised the seed of the woman would ultimately destroy the serpent, “And I will put enmity between thee [the serpent] and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel” (Genesis 3:15).  However God brought this about by His power rather than by human effort.  The virgin birth showed that Jesus was human in that He was born of the woman yet He retained His full divinity, “Then said Mary to the angel, How shall this be, seeing I know not a man?  And the angel answered and said unto her, The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall overshadow thee:  therefore also that holy thing which shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of God” (Luke 1:34-35).  Our salvation comes from the supernatural work of God performed by Jesus, “. . . God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made under the law, To redeem them that were under the law, that we might receive the adoption of sons” (Galatians 4:4-5).
Jesus Christ was completely divine (being the second person of the Trinity) and had a divine nature.  He took upon Himself a human nature and both natures were complete in every way.
When the apostle John wrote his first epistle a teaching was being passed around the churches that Jesus was not a man.  This heresy was known as docetism.  John had strong words to say regarding this teaching, “Hereby know ye the Spirit of God: Every spirit that confesseth that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is of God:  And every spirit that confesseth not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is not of God: and this is that spirit of antichrist, whereof ye have heard that it should come; and even now already is it in the world” (1 John 4:2-3).  John made it clear that one difference between being Christian (Spirit of God) and non-Christian (Antichrist) was belief in the incarnation.

We can see that Jesus was human in that He was born like all human babies are born, “And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger; because there was no room for them in the inn” (Luke 2:7).  Verses concerning His childhood show that He developed as other children do:  “And the child grew, and waxed strong in spirit, filled with wisdom: and the grace of God was upon him” (Luke 2:40); “And Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and in favour with God and man” (Luke 2:52).
In becoming flesh Christ, though laying aside His glory, in no sense laid aside His deity.  He was at the same time very God and very man.  We can see the contrasts of His humanity and His deity in Scripture:

He was weary (John 4:6)

yet He called the weary unto Himself for rest (Matthew 11:28)


He was hungry (Matthew 21:18)

yet He was “the bread of Life” (John 6:35)


He was thirsty (John 19:28)

yet He was the water of life (John 7:37)


He “grew, and waxed strong




“in spirit” (Luke 2:4)


yet He was from all eternity (John 8:58)


He prayed (Luke 6:12)


yet He answered prayer (Acts 10:31)


He wept at the tomb (John 11:35)
yet He called the dead to rise (John 11:43)
When Jesus rose from the dead, He had a physical body only now it was what we refer to as a “glorified body.”  When the disciples first saw Him they thought they were seeing a spirit (ghost), He showed them that He indeed had a physical body, “Behold my hands and my feet, that it is I myself: handle me, and see; for a spirit hath not flesh and bones, as ye see me have” (Luke 24:39).  Later He gave more evidence that His body was a physical one, “And they gave him a piece of a broiled fish, and of an honeycomb.  And he took it, and did eat before them” (Luke 24:42-43).
This is the same type of body we will have at the resurrection:
1 Corinthians 15:42-44, “So also is the resurrection of the dead. It is sown in corruption; it is raised in incorruption:

43 It is sown in dishonour; it is raised in glory: it is sown in weakness; it is raised in power:

44 It is sown a natural body; it is raised a spiritual body. There is a natural body, and there is a spiritual body.”

Although Jesus had limitations because of His humanity; He was without sin while here on earth:
“For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him” (2 Corinthians 5:21).

“Who did no sin, neither was guile found in his mouth” (1 Peter 2:22).

“And ye know that he was manifested to take away our sins; and in him is no sin” (1 John 3:5).

Jesus neither violated the Mosiac Law nor failed to show in His life the glory of God, “And he that sent me is with me; the Father hath not left me alone, for I do always those things that please him” (John 8:29).

An interesting statement is made in Romans 8:3, “. . . God sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh.”  So the declaration is that He was sent “in the likeness” of sinful flesh rather than taking on sinful flesh.  Being sinful is not one of the qualifications for being human.  Adam and Eve were created without sin.  Sinfulness is, rather, common to humans after the fall.  
There are two reasons why Jesus’ perfect life was necessary:
1. It qualified Him to become the sacrificial offering for sin.  In the Old Testament sacrifices, which were types of the sacrifice of Christ, all insist on the purity of the victim for sacrifice.  Peter referred to this in his writings, “Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold, from your vain conversation received by tradition from your fathers; But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot” (1 Peter 1:18-19).

2. Jesus became a qualified Comforter, Mediator and High Priest for His people.  “For in that he himself hath suffered being tempted, he is able to succour them that are tempted” (Hebrews 2:18).  “For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin” (Hebrews 4:15).  Because we were alienated from God by sin, we needed someone who could stand between ourselves and God and bring us back together.  This person had to represent us to God and represent God to us.  Only one such person could do this—one who was truly God and truly man at the same time, “For such an high priest became us, who is holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners, and made higher than the heavens” (Hebrews 7:26).
That Christ was without sin is clearly taught in the New Testament.  Jesus Christ was truly man yet without sin.
Why is the doctrine of the Incarnation so important to us?  Several reasons:
To reveal God to us

“God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in time past unto the fathers by the prophets, Hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son, whom he hath appointed heir of all things, by whom also he made the worlds” (Hebrews 1:1-2).  We have seen before that God has revealed Himself through nature and through the Scriptures.  Through the incarnation, Jesus came to reveal God to us in another way, “No man hath seen God at any time; the only begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the Father, he hath declared him” (John 1:18).

To destroy the works of Satan

“For this reason the Son of God was manifested, that he might destroy the works of the devil” (1 John 3:8), Jesus came to earth to defeat Satan in the area he dominates, the world.

To fulfill the Davidic covenant

“. . . and the Lord God shall give unto him the throne of his father David; And he shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever:  and of his kingdom there shall be no end” (Luke 1:32-33).  The promise to David (2 Samuel 7:13, 16) was a throne to be established forever.  A seed of David would occupy this throne and this was Jesus come in the flesh.

To provide an example for us
“For even hereunto were ye called:  because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that ye should follow in his steps” (1 Peter 2:21).  The earthly life of Jesus is to be a pattern for our living today.

To provide an effective sacrifice for sin
“Wherefore in all things it behoved him to be made like unto his brethren, that he might be a merciful and faithful high priest in things pertaining to God, to make reconciliation [to atone for] for the sins of the people” (Hebrews 2:17).  According to the pattern set by the law, blood was necessary for the remission of sin, “And almost all things are by the law purged with blood:  and without shedding of blood is no remission” (Hebrews 9:22).  So the sacrifice must be human in order to die; but the death of an ordinary human would not have infinite value, so the sacrifice must also be God.
There are several proofs that Jesus was God incarnate:

The works of Christ prove He was God incarnate

“But I have greater witness than that of John:  for the works which the Father hath given me to finish, the same works that I do, bear witness of me, that the Father hath sent me” (John 5:36).
“And many other signs truly did Jesus in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book:  But these are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye might have life through his name” (John 20:30-31) cf. John 14:10-11.

The words of Christ prove He is God incarnate

“. . . Never man spake like this man” (John 7:46).

His resurrection proved that He is God incarnate
“. . . Declared to be the Son of God with power, according to the spirit of holiness, by the resurrection from the dead” (Romans 1:4).
