JESUS

Acts 4:12 "Neither is there salvation in any other; for there is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved."
Articles of Faith of the Free Will Baptists
3. CHRIST. Christ is God manifest in the flesh; in His divine nature truly God, in His human nature truly man. The mediator between God and man, once crucified, He is now risen and glorified, and is our ever present Savior and Lord.

7. THE WORK OF CHRIST. The Son of God by His incarnation, life, sufferings, death, and resurrection effected for all redemption from sin that is full and free, and is the ground of salvation by faith.

The Faith of Free Will Baptists

CHAPTER V 
Of Christ 
SECTION I: His Divinity 
Jesus Christ, the Son of God, possesses all divine perfections. As He and the Father are one, He in His divine nature, filled all the offices and performed the works of God to His creatures that have been the subjects of revelation to us. As man, He performed all the duties toward God that we are required to perform, repentance of sin excepted. 
His divinity is proved from His titles, His attributes, and His works. 
1. His Titles. The Bible ascribes to Christ the titles of Saviour, Jehovah, Lord of hosts, the first and the last, God, true God, great God, God over all, mighty God, and the everlasting Father. 
2. His Attributes. He is eternal, unchangeable, omnipresent, omniscient, omnipotent, holy, and to be worshipped. 
3. His Works. By Christ the world was created.  He preserves and governs it; He has provided redemption for all men and He will be their final Judge. 
SECTION II: The Incarnation of Christ 
The Word, which in the beginning was with God and which was God, by whom all things were made, condescended to a state of humiliation in being united with human nature and becoming like us, pollution and sin excepted.  In this state, as a subject of the law, He was liable to the infirmities of our nature, was tempted as we are, but lived our example, perfect obedience to the divine requirements.  As Christ was made of the seed of David, according to the flesh, He is "the Son of man," and as the divine existence is the fountain from which He proceeded, and was the only agency by which He was begotten, He is "the Son of God," being the only begotten of the Father, and the only incarnation of the Divine Being. 

CHAPTER VI 
The Atonement and Mediation of Christ 
1. The Atonement. As sin cannot be pardoned without a sacrifice, and the blood of beasts could never wash away sin, Christ gave Himself a sacrifice for the sins of the world, and thus made salvation possible for all men.  He died for us, suffering in our stead, to make known the righteousness of God, that He might be just in justifying sinners who believe in His Son.  Through the redemption effected by Christ, salvation is actually enjoyed in this world, and will be enjoyed in the next by all who do not in this life refuse obedience to the known requirements of God.  The atonement for sin was necessary.  For present and future obedience can no more blot out our past sins than past obedience can remove the guilt of present and future sins. If God pardoned the sins of men without satisfaction for the violation of His law, it would follow that transgression might go on with impunity; government would be abrogated, and the obligation of obedience to God would be, in effect, removed. 
2. Mediation of Christ. Our Lord not only died for our sins, but He arose for our justification, and ascended up to heaven, where, as the only mediator between God and man, He makes intercession for us until He comes again.
3. We believe that all children dying in infancy, having not actually transgressed against the law of God in their own persons, are only subject to the first death, which was brought on by the fall of the first Adam, and not that any one of them dying in that state shall suffer punishment in hell by the guilt of Adam's sin for of such is the Kingdom of God.
“Jesus Christ” is both a name and a title.  The name Jesus is a transliteration of the Greek form of the Hebrew name Jeshua or Joshua.  The Hebrew meaning of the name is “Yahweh is salvation” or “Jehovah [the LORD] is salvation.”  The name was chosen by God and communicated to Joseph and Mary by an angel; “And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name JESUS:  for he shall save his people from their sins” (Matthew 1:21), cf. Luke 1:31.  Another name given Jesus in this account is “Emmanuel, which being interpreted is, God with us” (Matthew 1:23).  The account in Luke makes it just as clear that Jesus was to fulfill all the messianic promises concerning David’s throne; “He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the Highest:  and the Lord God shall give unto him the throne of his father David; And he shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom there shall be no end” (Luke 1:32-33).

The title “Christ” is from the Greek word Christos meaning, “Anointed.”  This word was used to translate the Hebrew “Messiah” into Greek.  The Hebrew concept in the Old Testament was that a special Anointed One (the Messiah) would come and set the world right.  This Christ did come in the person of Jesus.  The life, death and resurrection of Christ were major themes of Old Testament prophecy.  The Jews of Jesus’ day had grasped firmly the pictures of the conquering Christ.  They had missed, however, the images of His suffering.
Christ in the Old Testament
Jesus used the Old Testament teachings as evidences when He spoke to the apostles after His resurrection, “And he said unto them, These are the words which I spake unto you, while I was yet with you, that all things must be fulfilled, which were written in the law of Moses, and in the prophets, and in the psalms, concerning me.  Then opened he their understanding, that they might understand the scriptures” (Luke 24:44-45).  Earlier in this chapter, Jesus had spoken to the two disciples on the road to Emmaus, “And beginning at Moses and all the prophets, he expounded unto them in all the scriptures the things concerning himself” (Luke 24:27).
Jesus told the apostles that every portion of the Old Testament (the books of Moses, the prophets, the psalms) spoke of Him.  At one time, Jesus told the Jewish leaders, “For had ye believed Moses, ye would have believed me: for he wrote of me” (John 5:46).  The Old Testament testified about Jesus.

The lineage of the coming Savior was well defined in the Old Testament.  The Messiah would be the seed of the woman (Genesis 3:15).  Abel’s seed was destroyed and Cain’s seed corrupted by the murder of Abel.  Another seed was given Eve, “. . . she bare a son, and called his name Seth:  For God, said she, hath appointed me another seed instead of Abel, whom Cain slew” (Genesis 4:25).  The line continued through Abraham, “. . . in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed” (Genesis 17:19); and Jacob, “. . . in thee and in thy seed shall all the families of the earth be blessed” (Genesis 28:14).
Among the twelve tribes of Israel, the line was to come through Judah, “The scepter shall not depart from Judah, nor a lawgiver from between his feet, until Shiloh come” (Genesis 49:10).  In this verse the scepter is the symbol of the right to rule; Shiloh is from the Hebrew sh “whom,” l “to,” oh “him.”  The scepter shall not depart from Judah until Shiloh (the one to whom it belongs) comes.  The last promise of the line in the Old Testament was made to David, “I will set up thy seed after thee . . . and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever” (2 Samuel 7:12-13).

The Old Testament prophecies also gave definite information concerning the birth of Christ.  The place of His birth was given so plainly that when the Magi came to Herod at the time of Jesus’ birth, the scribes and the chief priests quickly informed him of the location, “But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be little among the thousands of Judah, yet out of thee shall come forth unto me that is to be the ruler in Israel” (Micah 5:2).  Isaiah prophesied His birth would be a sign, “Therefore the Lord himself shall give you a sign; Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel” (Isaiah 7:14).

Despite all the miracles and other evidences in the life of Jesus, He was rejected by the people.  This also was prophesied in the Old Testament.
“He is despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief:  and we hid as it were our faces from him; he was despised, and we esteemed him not” (Isaiah 53:3).

“Thus saith the Lord, the Redeemer of Israel, and his Holy One, to him whom man despiseth, to him whom the nation abhorreth . . .” (Isaiah 49:7).
“I gave my back to the smiters, and my cheeks to them that plucked off the hair: I hid not my face from shame and spitting” (Isaiah 50:6).
“Thou hast known my reproach, and my shame, and my dishonour: mine adversaries are all before thee.  Reproach hath broken my heart; and I am full of heaviness: and I looked for some to take pity, but there was none; and for comforters, but I found none” (Psalms 69:19-20).

“But I am a worm, and no man; a reproach of men, and despised of the people.  All they that see me laugh me to scorn: they shoot out the lip, they shake the head saying, He trusted on the Lord that he would deliver him: let him deliver him, seeing he delighted in him” (Psalms 22:6-8).
Few events were given as complete and detailed descriptions in the Old Testament as the death of Christ.
“For dogs have compassed me: the assembly of the wicked have inclosed me: they pierced my hands and my feet.  I may tell all my bones: they look and stare upon me.  They part my garments among them, and cast lots upon my vesture” (Psalms 22:16-18).

The fifty-third chapter of Isaiah is one of the more familiar passages in Scripture.  This chapter, along with the final three verses of the preceding chapter, presents the suffering Servant.  He was to be brutally beaten, “. . . his visage [appearance] was so marred more than any man, and his form more than the sons of man” (Isaiah 52:14).  This speaks of the scourging and the beatings He took before the crucifixion.  The beatings He took changed His appearance so much that His form was not like that of a man.  The Bible says these beatings were taken for us, “But he was wounded for our transgressions, and he was bruised for our iniquities:  the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed” (Isaiah 53:15).  In all this He was silent before His transgressors, “He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth:  he is brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so he openeth not his mouth” (Isaiah 53:7).  His sufferings were not the result of His own sin, “. . . because he had done no violence, neither was any deceit in his mouth” (Isaiah 53:9).  He was to be the offering for our sin, “Yet it pleased the Lord to bruise him; he hath put him to grief: when thou shalt make his soul an offering for sin, he shall see his seed, he shall prolong his days, and the pleasure of the Lord shall prosper in his hand” (Isaiah 53:10).
Other prophecies told of the events surrounding the crucifixion:
“Yea, mine own familiar friend, in whom I trusted, which did eat of my bread, hath lifted up his heel against me” (Psalm 41:9).

“False witnesses did rise up; they laid to my charge things that I knew not” (Psalm 35:11).

“He keepeth all his bones; not one of them is broken” (Psalm 34:20).

The resurrection was the event that crowned the crucifixion events and it was also prophesied:
“For thou wilt not leave my soul in hell (Heb. Sheol, the unseen state); neither wilt thou suffer thine holy one to see corruption” (Psalm 16:10).

“When thou shalt make his soul an offering for sin, he shall see his seed, he shall prolong his days” (Isaiah 53:10).

“Therefore I will look unto the LORD:  I will wait for the God of my salvation:  my God will hear me.  Rejoice not against me, O mine enemy:  when I fall, I shall arise; when I sit in darkness, the LORD shall be a light unto me” (Micah 7:7-8).

Forty days after the resurrection, Jesus ascended to heaven.  This was also recorded in the Old Testament:

“Thou wilt shew me the path of life:  in thy presence is fullness of joy; at thy right hand there are pleasures for evermore” (Psalm 16:11).

“The LORD said unto my Lord, Sit thou at my right hand, until I make thine enemies thy footstool” (Psalm 110:1).

In the Scriptures, types are foreshadows of things to come, a type is an Old Testament character or article that represents something in the New Testament.  Great many of the events, people, etc. of the Old Testament were types of events or people to come in the New Testament.  The majority of these Old Testament types were a foreshadowing of Christ.  A type is good for devotional study but cannot be used as a basis for a doctrine.
After the fall of Adam and Eve, the first action taken by them was, “. . . they sewed fig leaves together, and made themselves aprons” (Genesis 3:7).  They did this because their eyes had been opened and now they comprehended things they had not before.  Their first comprehension was nakedness.  When they recognized their condition they attempted to hide it from each other.  They also tried to hide their nakedness from God, “And he said, I heard thy voice in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked; and hid myself” (Genesis 3:10).  Their attempts to cover their nakedness were to no avail.  God had to present a covering for them, “Unto Adam also and to his wife did the LORD God make coats of skins, and clothed them” (Genesis 3:21).  In this event, God was showing that their attempt to cover their nakedness was inadequate; only the animal skins that He provided was sufficient.  In the same way, our attempts to cover our own sinfulness are inadequate, God provides the covering for sin through the shed blood of His Son, Jesus Christ.

The Old Testament sacrifices are clearly typical of the sacrifice of Christ.  The Burnt Offering showed Christ presenting Himself to the Father, to do His will, “And walk in love, as Christ hath loved us, and hath given himself for us an offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweetsmelling savor” (Ephesians 5:12).  The Peace Offering showed Jesus as the common bond of fellowship between God and man, “For it pleased the Father that in him should all fullness dwell; And, having made peace through the blood of his cross, by him to reconcile all things unto himself:  by him, I say, whether they be things in earth, or things in heaven” (Colossians 1:19-20).  The Sin Offering showed Jesus atoning for the guilt of sin, “Who his own self bare our sins in his body on the tree, that we, being dead to sins, should live unto righteousness:  by whose stripes ye are healed” (2 Peter 2:24).  The Trespass Offering showed Christ atoning for the damage of sin, “And you, being dead in your sins and the uncircumcision of your flesh, hath he quickened together with him, having forgiven you all trespasses; Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, which was contrary to us, and took it out of the way nailing it to his cross” (Colossians 2:13-14).
The two goats used on the Day of Atonement were also typical pictures of Christ.  One of these goats was killed and the other was allowed to escape as a scapegoat (Leviticus 16:5-10).  We use the term scapegoat today to describe a person; group or thing upon who blame for the mistakes or crimes of others is thrust.  The goat that was killed was the sin offering.  This sacrifice was brought out above.  The live goat or scapegoat was let go in the wilderness.  This typified Christ’s present work as Advocate for us, bearing our sins from before God.
There were many other types in the Old Testament pointing to Christ.  The Tabernacle presented many aspects of Christ.  For instance the veil of the Tabernacle separated an unholy people from God’s holy presence.  At the moment of Christ’s death the veil was torn from top to bottom, symbolizing that through Christ sinners are made acceptable to God.

Another important type in the Old Testament is the brazen serpent, “And the Lord said unto Moses, Make thee a fiery serpent, and set it upon a pole: and it shall come to pass, that every one that is bitten, when he looketh upon it, shall live.  And Moses made a serpent of brass, and put it upon a pole, and it came to pass, that if a serpent had bitten any man, when he beheld the serpent of brass, he lived” (Numbers 21:8-9).  Just as this serpent lifted up by Moses saved all who looked at it from death, so Jesus offers salvation to all who look at Him.  This bore the testimony of Christ Himself, “And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of man be lifted up:  That whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have eternal life” (John 3:14-15).

The Old Testament priesthoods were typical of Christ as well as the feasts under the Levitical system.
People in the Old Testament were also used as types of Christ.  Romans 5:14 plainly states that Adam was a type, “Nevertheless death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over them that had no sinned after the similitude of Adam’s transgression, who is the figure of him that was to come.”
Many other people show in parts of their lives a type of the Christ who was to come.  Some examples include:

Abraham and Isaac
God asked Abraham to give his son, the son of all the promises the Lord had given him, as a sacrifice.  Abraham was prepared to do so but was stopped, “And the angel of the Lord called unto Abraham out of heaven the second time, And said, By myself have I sworn, saith the Lord, for because thou hast done this thing, and hast not withheld thy son, thine only son:  That in blessing I will bless thee . . .” (Genesis 22:15-17).  Just as God provided a suitable sacrifice to take Isaac’s place on the altar, so God provided His own Son, Jesus, for the remission of our sins, “He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not with him also freely give us all things?” (Romans 8:32).
Joseph
Joseph suffered many things in his life from the betrayal of his brothers, to the betrayal of his master’s wife and being cast into prison.  During all these things, he was still obedient to God because he knew that the Lord was using his circumstances to accomplish His holy purposes.  Joseph said to his brothers, “And God sent me before you to preserve you a posterity in the earth, and to save your lives by a great deliverance” (Genesis 45:7).  He also told them later, “But as for you, ye thought evil against me; but God meant it unto good, to bring to pass, as it is this day, to save much people alive” (Genesis 50:20).  Jesus was also obedient despite troubling circumstances, “But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men:  And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross” (Philippians 2:7-8).

Boaz

This is an example of the kinsman-redeemer in the Old Testament.  Ruth’s husband died and she accompanied her mother-in-law Naomi, whose husband, Elimelech, had also died, when Naomi returned to Israel.  Boaz took care of Ruth and Naomi after he met them and, although they wished to be married; Boaz was not free to marry Ruth because of how the Law of remarriages worked (Deuteronomy 25:5-9).  Elimelech’s sons died without leaving an heir and there were no other sons to continue Elimelech’s name.  His brothers, as next of kin with their lines, had the responsibility to perform the duty of providing an heir under the Law.  Because there was no living brother-in-law, the responsibility then fell to the next of kin in the tribe.  Boaz was in line to marry Ruth but there was another relative who was closer to Elimelech than Boaz and who therefore had “prior claim” in this process (Ruth 4:1-12).
The nearer kinsman, to whom Boaz deferred, was unable to save.  Therefore Boaz, as the kinsman-redeemer by appointment and in satisfaction to the Law of God, stepped in and performed all that was necessary to deliver, adopt, and unite Ruth unto him.
The nearer kinsman than Boaz typifies Adam and who we are in him—flesh of his flesh and bone of his bone by nature.  But Adam was a sinner himself and was unable to redeem anyone, he needed a Redeemer himself.  Just as God’s Law and justice had to be satisfied before Boaz could redeem Ruth, so these must be satisfied for the salvation of God’s people.  Christ, as Kinsman-Redeemer of His people met all the conditions for our salvation.  He became man so that He might redeem us from our sins, “Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus:  Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God:  But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men:  And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross” (Philippians 2:5-8).
Jonah
Jonah is another type that was used by Jesus, “But he answered and said unto them, An evil and adulterous generation seeketh after a sign; and there shall no sign be given to it, but the sign of the prophet Jonas:  For as Jonas was three days and three nights in the whale's belly; so shall the Son of man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth” (Matthew 12:39-40).

This was one incident in the life of Jonah in which he was a type of Christ.  In other ways, however, Jesus and Jonah are far different.  Jesus was willing to preach and Jonah wasn’t.  Jesus rejoiced at the conversion of anyone whereas Jonah was despondent when the city of Nineveh repented.

Melchizedek

The name Melchizedek means “king of righteousness.”  He is a mysterious figure because of his sudden appearance and disappearance in the book of Genesis.  He met Abraham after he had rescued Lot and those taken with him by defeating Chedorlaomer and his three allies.  Melchizedek presented bread and wine to Abraham and his men and bestowed a blessing on Abraham in the name of El Elyon (“God Most High”).  Abraham then gave Melchizedek a tithe (a tenth) of all the items he had gathered.  By this act Abraham recognized Melchizedek as a priest who ranked higher spiritually than himself.
The book of Hebrews says of Melchizedek, “Without father, without mother, without descent, having neither beginning of days, nor end of life; but made like unto the Son of God; abideth a priest continually” (Hebrews 7:3).  No mention is made in the Bible of any line of descent for Melchizedek, nor is any mention made of when he was born or when he died.  Thus he was “made like unto the Son of God.”  He “abideth a priest continually” or is a priest forever not in the sense that he was going to abide or live on this earth forever but in the sense of not knowing his beginning or end, he is a priest forever.  Jesus does continue in His priestly role forever, “But this man [Jesus], because he continueth ever, hath an unchangeable priesthood” (Hebrews 7:24).
Melchizedek was not a priest after the Law of Moses because he was not of the tribe of Levi.  He was a priest long before the Law came into effect.  Jesus was not a priest after the Law of Moses either, “For it is evident that our Lord sprang out of Juda; of which tribe Moses spake nothing concerning priesthood.  And it is yet far more evident: for that after the similitude of Melchisedec there ariseth another priest, Who is made, not after the law of a carnal commandment, but after the power of an endless life.  For he testifieth, Thou art a priest for ever after the order of Melchisedec” (Hebrews 7:14-17).  Jesus could not be a priest after the Mosiac Law because He was not of the tribe of Levi.  His priesthood had to be a different priesthood.  The 17th verse above (quoting Psalm 110:4) says He was of the priesthood of Melchizedek.
The priesthood of Melchizedek was superior to that of the Levitical priesthood because Abraham (the father of the Jewish nation) paid tithes to Melchizedek.  Christ’s priesthood is also superior to the one under the Law, “If therefore perfection were by the Levitical priesthood, (for under it the people received the law,) what further need was there that another priest should rise after the order of Melchisedec, and not be called after the order of Aaron?” (Hebrews 7:11).

The Bible as a whole has as its subject Christ.  So we see the Old Testament was filled with references to Christ.
