The Trinity

The Articles of Faith and the Faith of Free Will Baptists do not have articles or chapters entitled the Trinity.  The subject is covered in other articles such as:

The Articles of Faith

3. CHRIST. Christ is God manifest in the flesh; in His divine nature truly God, in His human nature truly man. The mediator between God and man, once crucified, He is now risen and glorified, and is our ever present Savior and Lord.

4. THE HOLY SPIRIT. The Scriptures assign to the Holy Spirit all the attributes of God.
The doctrine of the Trinity or Tri-Unity of God is a fundamental Christian belief.  All denominations that are orthodox (common beliefs) Christian believe in the Trinity.  We believe there is one God who is manifested in three persons, co-equal and yet distinct, called the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
This is one of the great mysteries of the Bible.  Human reason cannot fathom the Trinity nor can human reasoning explain it.  Neither the word Trinity nor the phrase Tri-Unity is found in the Bible.  These are our frail but necessary ways of explaining God.  Tertullian first used the word in the second century A.D. to describe the doctrine of the triune God.

A lot of people would like to have this mystery explained so that it is simple to understand and effortless to define.  There are a lot of things I can’t explain in this world.  The human body is so complex that even the smallest cells and the proteins in those cells are things I can’t understand.  I can work with a computer as far as bringing up programs and even knowing the components of a computer but I don’t really understand it.  There is a digital clock in my bedroom, I can set the time and set the alarm but I don’t know how it works.  Some people would have God be less complex and less mysterious than a computer or an alarm clock.  I have said it before, if we could understand God—He wouldn’t be God.  We don’t have to fully comprehend God to believe in Him and His word.  William L. Pettigill said, “We may believe what we cannot explain; we may apprehend what we cannot comprehend.”
The early church was forced to study the subject and affirm its truth because of the heretical teachings that arose opposing the Trinity.  The Trinity doesn’t mean that God is like a pizza cut into three big slices (Tri-theism), nor does it mean that God changes from the Father into the Son or from the Son into the Holy Spirit (Modalism).
There have been errors taught from the time of the early church on.  One teaching is Tri-theism; this was taught in the early church.  This view states that there are three who are God but they are only associated with each other rather than being a unity of one God.

A teaching originated by Sabellius (A.D. 200) said that the Father, Son and Holy Spirit are three manifestations of one God.  This teaching is that God variously manifests Himself in three modes of existence:  Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

One of the best definitions I have found on the Trinity is from the Belief and Practices of the Lutheran Church (Missouri Synod):  “We teach that the one true God is the Father and the Son and the Holy Ghost, three distinct persons, but of one and the same divine essence, equal in power, equal in eternity, equal in majesty, because each person possesses the one divine essence.”
None of the writers of the Bible were directed to give an explanation of the Trinity and yet the doctrine is very plainly given throughout the Scriptures.  The Trinity is suggested in the Old Testament and clearly revealed in the New Testament.
The Old Testament

A truth clearly stated in the Bible is that there is one God, “Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God is one Lord:  And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thine heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy might” (Deuteronomy 6:4-5).  The Hebrew word for one in the forth verse is “echad” and means “a compound unity, united one.”  So the verse is stressing the singleness or the aloneness of one God but also the unity of that One.  This means, as the Lutheran statement says, that all three persons are equal because each person possesses the one divine essence.  This also means that the three persons of the Trinity do not act independently of one another.  Jesus consistently taught this truth by His statements:  “I and my Father are one” (John 10:30); “Then answered Jesus and said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, The Son can do nothing of himself, but what he seeth the Father do: for what things soever he doeth, these also doeth the Son likewise” (John 5:19); “Philip saith unto him, Lord, shew us the Father, and it sufficeth us.  Jesus saith unto him, Have I been so long time with you, and yet hast thou not known me, Philip? he that hath seen me hath seen the Father; and how sayest thou then, Shew us the Father?” (John 14:8-9).
The first verse in the Bible indicates the threefold unity of God.  The word for God in Genesis 1:1 is the Hebrew word “elohim” which is plural.  While this does not emphatically teach the doctrine of the Trinity it points to it as well as the “us” and “our” of other verses in Genesis:  “And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness” (Genesis 1:26); “And the LORD God said, Behold, the man is become as one of us, to know good and evil” (Genesis 3:22).
There are other places in the Old Testament that show the doctrine.  Isaiah 7:14 says, “Therefore the Lord himself shall give you a sign; Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel.”  The One born of a virgin is named Immanuel which means “God with us.”  This verse was obviously referring to Jesus Christ.
The unity of the three persons is seen in other Old Testament passages:  “Come ye near unto me, hear ye this; I have not spoken in secret from the beginning; from the time that it was, there am I: and now the Lord God, and his Spirit, hath sent me” (Isaiah 48:16), this passage is referring to the Messiah being sent to Israel.  “The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me; because the Lord hath anointed me to preach good tidings unto the meek; he hath sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to them that are bound” (Isaiah 61:1), this verse is speaking of the Father anointing the Messiah with the Spirit for His mission.
The New Testament

Although we can see the Trinity in the Old Testament, the New Testament brings the doctrine out in a clearer light.  When Jesus was at Galilee and gave His disciples the great commission He said, “Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost” (Matthew 28:19).  The disciples were told to baptize in the name (singular) of the Father, Son and Holy Ghost.
On the morning of the resurrection, Jesus said to Mary, “I ascend unto my Father, and your Father; and to my God and your God” (John 20:17).  But just as Christ referred to His Father as God, the Father refers to Jesus as God, “But unto the Son he saith, Thy throne, O God, is forever and ever” (Hebrews 1:8).

All three persons of the Trinity were represented when John baptized Jesus, “And straightway coming up out of the water, he (Jesus) saw the heaven opened, and the Spirit like a dove descending upon him:  And there came a voice from heaven saying, Thou art my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased” (Mark 1:10-11).  Another clear teaching of the Trinity is in Paul’s benediction to the church at Corinth, “The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Ghost, be with you all” (2 Corinthians 13:14).

In the New Testament, the equality of the Godhead is also taught.  The Father is recognized as authoritative and supreme, “But to us there is but one God, the Father, of whom are all things, and we in him; and one Lord Jesus Christ, by whom are all things, and we by him” (1 Corinthians 8:6).  The Son is recognized as equal to the Father in every respect, “For as the Father raiseth up the dead, and quickeneth them; even so the Son quickeneth whom he will.  For the Father judgeth no man, but hath committed all judgment unto the Son:  That all men should honour the Son, even as they honour the Father. He that honoureth not the Son honoureth not the Father which hath sent him” (John 5:21-23).  The Holy Ghost is likewise recognized as equal to the Father and the Son, “Wherefore I say unto you, All manner of sin and blasphemy shall be forgiven unto men: but the blasphemy against the Holy Ghost shall not be forgiven unto men” (Matthew 12:31).
Our problem of comprehending this doctrine is in reconciling the “tri-unity” with the “unity” of God.  There have been many illustrations given to try to explain this doctrine but they fall short, “To whom then will ye liken God? or what likeness will ye compare unto him?” (Isaiah 40:18).  There is nothing in our world like the Trinity.  The closest illustration would probably be one used by Clarence Larkin.  The sun is a “trinity” because it manifests itself in a threefold manner; heat, light and chemical action.  Each of these properties make up the sun, and yet neither one of them by itself is the sun.  The light of the sun makes the sun visible.  This would relate to Jesus who made God visible to us, “He that hath seen me hath seen the Father” (John 14:9).  The heat of the sun can be felt but cannot be seen.  This relates to the Holy Spirit who dwells within us and whom we can feel but cannot see.  The chemical action of the sun can neither be seen nor felt but its power is revealed in the other two, this relates to God the Father.  Three separate parts yet the three are still one.  So the Father, Son and Holy Spirit are not each in Himself God, but they are in their united capacity, God.
The Bible teaches that men and women were created in the image of God.  We know that each person has a body, soul and spirit.  Our bodies can be physically heard, seen and touched.  Inside our bodies is our natures that can neither be heard, neither seen, nor touched but is the source of all we are.  Others know us by our personality, which is also unseen and intangible.  Human life consists of these three; body, soul (nature), and spirit (personality).  Each distinct from the other two and yet all three at the same time being our true persons (in other words, we don’t exist if any part is missing).
A belief in the Trinity increases our sense of the depth and mystery of God’s nature.  God is not a boring entity just hanging around the heavens, separated from the world and with nothing to do.  Romans 11:33-36 gives us a view of the Lord:
33 O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! how unsearchable are his judgments, and his ways past finding out!

34 For who hath known the mind of the Lord? or who hath been his counsellor?

35 Or who hath first given to him, and it shall be recompensed unto him again?

36 For of him, and through him, and to him, are all things: to whom be glory for ever. Amen.

Belief in the Trinity should influence our worship.  We sometimes think of worship in terms of a worship service, but worship is participating in Jesus the Son’s offering to the Father in the power of the Spirit.  When we think of God we should be in an attitude of worship.  Whenever we gather together in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, we are to participate in that praise and worship of the mercy and grace that has been offered to us.
Ephesians 1:17-23, That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give unto you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of him:

18 The eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that ye may know what is the hope of his calling, and what the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints,

19 And what is the exceeding greatness of his power to usward who believe, according to the working of his mighty power,

20 Which he wrought in Christ, when he raised him from the dead, and set him at his own right hand in the heavenly places,

21 Far above all principality, and power, and might, and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this world, but also in that which is to come:

22 And hath put all things under his feet, and gave him to be the head over all things to the church,

23 Which is his body, the fulness of him that filleth all in all.

Understanding the Trinity can also help us when we pray because two of the persons of the Trinity are already actively interceding for us:
Hebrews 7:24-25, But this man, because he continueth ever, hath an unchangeable priesthood.

25 Wherefore he is able also to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by him, seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for them.

Romans 8:26-27, Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities: for we know not what we should pray for as we ought: but the Spirit itself maketh intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered.

27 And he that searcheth the hearts knoweth what is the mind of the Spirit, because he maketh intercession for the saints according to the will of God.
