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When we mention the name God in our culture, people usually recognize the Creator and Ruler of the universe, but that is not always the case.  According to the dictionary the word "god" means “any of various beings conceived of as supernatural, immortal, and having special powers over people and nature.”  This is a general name that could be applied to anyone or anything that people worship.
During Old Testament times names meant more to people than they do today.  Names in those days were descriptive of the character of individuals.  For example, the name "Jacob" means "supplanter" and Jacob's early character was that of a crafty and self-serving individual.  His name was later changed to Israel (ruling with God or having power with God) after he wrestled with the angel all night (Genesis 32:25).  The Hebrew names referring to God in the Old Testament are descriptive of some of the attributes of God:
EL (mighty one) found 220 times in the Old Testament.  The name EL as applied to God is general and is used in connection with God's power or ability, e g. “And God that is holy shall be sanctified in righteousness” (Isaiah 5:16).  “And Joshua said, Hereby ye shall know that the living God is among you. . .” (Joshua 3:10).  This name is used in Daniel (11:36) to refer to God as the "God of Gods" and in Isaiah 12:2 it is used “. . . God is my salvation.”
ELOHIM (plural of EL0AH) this word is found 2,701 times in the Old Testament.  It is a plural form but is normally used with singular verbs showing that more than one person is involved in the title but yet all the persons covered by the title act as one.  This is what we call the Trinity.  For instance Genesis 1:1-2 introduce God and the Spirit of God; “In the beginning God (ELOHIM) created the heaven and the earth.  And the earth was without form, and void; and darkness was upon the face of the deep.  And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters."  Genesis 1:26 says “And God (ELOHIM) said, Let us make man in our image . . .”
ELOAH (deity; the divine one) this word is found 56 times in the Old Testament and 40 of these uses are in the book of Job.  Using this title God is said to be “a God ready to pardon, gracious and merciful . . .” (Nehemiah 9:17); but also the warning is given in Psalm 114:7 “Tremble . . . at the presence of the God of Jacob.”
ELAH (an object of worship) this word is found 76 times and was used by Ezra and Daniel mostly with one usage found in Jeremiah.  It is used in connection with God who is to be worshipped e.g. Ezra 7:23 “Whatsoever is commanded by the God of heaven, let it be diligently done for the house of the God of heaven: . . .” Daniel 2:28 “But there is a God in heaven that revealeth secrets, . . .” Daniel 5:21 “till he knew that the most high God ruled in the kingdom of men, and that he appointeth over it whomsoever he will.”
The name “El” is sometimes used compounded with other words to form a fuller title:

EL SHADDAI (God Almighty) the name Shaddai is used in connection with EL to show God not only as "the almighty one" the Creator and sustainer of the universe, but also as the keeper of covenants.  An example of this is Genesis 17:1-2, “. . . I am the Almighty God; walk before me, and be thou perfect.  And I will make my covenant between me and thee . . .”
EL ELYON denotes God as "the Most High" the highest and therefore Supreme Being.  Genesis 14:18, “. . .and he was a priest of the most high God.”  Melchizedek recognized Him as “most high God” inasmuch as He is possessor of heaven and earth (Genesis 14:19).

EL OLAM translated the "Everlasting God," it stresses the unchanging character of God, Genesis 21:33, “And Abraham planted a grove in Beer-sheba, and called there on the name of the LORD, the everlasting God.” (cf. Isaiah 40:28).

ELOHIM SEBA OT (GOD 0F SABA0TH or GOD 0F HOSTS) this name is used to show God as the One who controls all created agencies and beings.  The name is associated with the Ark of the Covenant; 1 Samuel 4:4 “So the people sent to Shiloh, that they might bring from thence the Ark of the Covenant of the LORD of hosts, . . .”
Three Hebrew words are used in the Old Testament that are translated "Lord" in English.

ADON This is used in the sense of master or owner and is also used as a term of respect.  It is sometimes used in relation to human beings such as in Numbers 12:11 “Aaron said unto Moses, Alas!  My lord . . .” but the term is also used of God and when it is used in this way it is capitalized in the English versions of the Bible.

ADONAI This is a plural form of ADON and is found over 300 times in the Old Testament, it always refers to God.  This word again emphasizes God’s authority as Master.  The term shows one that is sovereign in His rule and has absolute authority, “O LORD our Lord, how excellent is thy name in all the earth!  Who hast set thy glory above the heavens” (Psalm 8:1).  Adonai designates God as Lord of all, “For the LORD your God is God of gods, and LORD of lords, a great God, a mighty, and a terrible, which regardeth not persons, nor taketh reward” (Deuteronomy 10:17).

YAHWEH (JEHOVAH) this is the most frequently found name in the Old Testament (6,437 times).  Most English versions of the Bible indicate the use of this name by the form LORD.  God gave Himself this name by which He was to be known, Isaiah 42:8, “I am the LORD: that is my name: and my glory will I not give to another, neither my praise to graven images.”
The name Yahweh translates the Hebrew YHWH that is related to the verb “to be.”  When Moses was standing before the burning bush receiving his commission to go to the children of Israel he asked the question, “Behold, when I come unto the children of Israel, and shall say unto them, The God of your fathers hath sent me unto you; and they shall say to me, What is his name?  what shall I say unto them?  And God said unto Moses, I AM THAT I AM: and he said, Thus shalt thou say unto the children of Israel, I AM hath sent me unto you” (Exodus 3:13-14).  This name signifies the God who is always present.  This has particular significance to the "I AM" claims of Christ (cf. John 6:35; 8:12; 10:9-11; 11:25; 14:6; 15:1), who in His statements claimed equality with Yahweh.

This name was to be honored as sacred, when God gave the ten commandments to Israel the third commandment was, “Thou shalt not take the name of the LORD thy God in vain; for the LORD will not hold him guiltless that taketh his name in vain” (Exodus 20:7).  It is said that the Jews considered it such a sacred name that they wouldn't even say it, when they would read the Scriptures they would substitute the word Adonai for it.
There are other compound terms that are sometimes mentioned as names of God, but they may simply be descriptions of God: Yahweh jireh, “The LORD Will Provide” (Genesis 22:14); Yahweh-Nissi, “The LORD Our Banner” (Exodus 17:15); Yahweh-Shalom, “The LORD is Peace” (Judges 6:24); Yahweh-Sabbaoth, “The LORD of Hosts” (1 Samuel 1:3); Yahweh-Maccaddeshcem, “The LORD Thy Sanctifier” (Exodus 31:13); Yahweh-Tsidkenu, “The LORD Our Righteousness” (Jeremiah 23:6).

In the New Testament two words are used:

KURLOS this is translated Lord and is applied to both the Father and Son, and sometimes is the chief signification of Jesus, e.g. John 6:68, “Then Simon Peter answered him, Lord, to whom shall we go?”
THEOS this is a common Greek word for God, in general the New Testament usage of the name Theos takes for granted an understanding of the Old Testament conceptions of God.

CHAPTER III (The Faith of the Free Will Baptists)

Divine Government and Providence

1. God exercises a providential care and superintendence over all His creatures, and governs the world in wisdom and mercy, according to the testimony of His Word.

2. God has endowed man with power of free choice, and governs him by moral laws and motives; and this power of free choice is the exact measure of man's responsibility.

3. All events are present with God from everlasting to everlasting; but His knowledge of them does not in any sense cause them, nor does He decree all events which He knows will occur.
What is the “providence of God”?

According to Webster’s New World Dictionary the definition for providence is:  a looking to, or preparation for, the future; provision; the care or benevolent guidance of God or nature.  The definition given for provident is “providing for future needs or events.”

There are three ways we can look at the providence of God:

The deistic view says that God created the world and set it in motion with secondary causes.  These causes would be the astrological movements (such as planets), the hydrologic cycle of water on our planet, gravity and other forces of nature.  This view sees the world working like a machine with God viewing all events but never intervening.  Everything that happens in the world, even sin, comes from secondary causes.
If this view is taken to its limits there would be no cure for sin.  An alternate view is that God did deal with sin by providing the redemption for sin by Christ; otherwise God never intrudes in the world.
The direct providence view sees things in the exact opposite manner of the deistic view.  All things that happen in the world are directly caused by God.  This leads to a fatalistic view of the world in that you have no control over anything that has happened or will happen.  If you have an automobile accident because you were talking on a cell phone not noticing what was going on, God caused that accident and also caused you to be talking on the cell phone.  If you step on a railroad track in front of a moving train thinking it’s got good brakes—God caused you to be that dumb.
This view sees every event as a direct intervention of God and self-will is non-existent.  Every step you take and every move you make is caused by God.  You may think you chose to go to work, go to church or get a drink of water, but you didn’t have a choice in any of those matters—God caused it.

The special providence view believes that God created the universe with secondary causes and people with free-will but intervenes in the world as He sees fit.  Sometimes bad things happen on this earth because of the curse on the earth because of sin such as the earthquakes in Haiti and Chile.  Sometimes things happen in individual’s lives because of the choices they make whether good or bad.  Sometimes things happen to us because we make mistakes or have bad judgment.  God is still the sovereign ruler of the universe and at times works with secondary causes to bring about His will and at other times directly intervenes in the world or in our lives to work His will.  There are also times that God remains silent.
According to chapter three of the Faith of the Free Will Baptists this last view is that of Free Will Baptists:  (3) All events are present with God from everlasting to everlasting; but His knowledge of them does not in any sense cause them, nor does He decree all events which He knows will occur.
Free Will Baptists also believe in the [surprise] free-will of individuals:  (2) God has endowed man with power of free choice, and governs him by moral laws and motives; and this power of free choice is the exact measure of man's responsibility.

As noted in an earlier lesson, one of the teachings that separated the General Baptists and Free Will Baptists from the Regular Baptists and some other denominations was the doctrine of election.  The Calvinist belief is that men are saved by God’s election and that mankind is predestinated to be saved or lost by God’s decree rather than by personal belief.  Free Will Baptists believe God has given man the freedom of choice to accept or to reject Christ’s sacrifice.
The Bible states that Adam’s fall was because of his transgression (Romans 5:14), which means he violated God’s decree.  God did not cause Adam to fall.  Neither did God cause the fall of Lucifer.  Rather, God created the conditions where free-will creatures would be able to make a choice between obedience and disobedience to God’s commands.
Adam and Eve were created without sin and were given the power of free will.  They chose to disobey the command of the Lord and thereby sin entered the world (Romans 5:12).  The penalties of sin also entered the world by the curses placed on the man, the woman and the earth.  In order that God might hold Adam responsible for his actions he had to be given the power to choose between two or more things.  In order for Adam to exercise this responsibility, two or more options must be placed before him.  Only two alternatives were placed in front of Adam; to eat of the fruit of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil or not to eat of the tree.  Adam chose to eat and transgressed the will of the Lord.
Free Will Baptists believe that all humans are created with freedom to make choices and are responsible for decisions between rights and wrong.  We believe this freedom of choice also pertains to salvation.  Jesus taught that whosoever will may come; Matthew 10:32-33, “Whosoever therefore shall confess me before men, him will I confess also before my Father which is in heaven.  But whosoever shall deny me before men, him will I also deny before my Father which is in heaven.”  John 3:14-16, “And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of man be lifted up:  [15] That whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have eternal life.  [16] For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.”
The Fear of the Lord
Psalms 111:10, “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom: a good understanding have all they that do his commandments: his praise endureth for ever.”
Jonah 1:15-16, “So they took up Jonah, and cast him forth into the sea: and the sea ceased from her raging.  Then the men feared the Lord exceedingly, and offered a sacrifice unto the Lord, and made vows.”
Some teach that the fear of the Lord spoken of in the Bible means reverence.  The word reverence means, “honor or respect felt or shown.”  Fear means “to expect with alarm; to be afraid of.”  Fear and reverence is not the same thing.
One Hebrew word translated fear is mowra, which means “dread or terror.”  This word is used in Isaiah 8:12-13, “Say ye not, A confederacy, to all them to whom this people shall say, A confederacy; neither fear ye their fear, nor be afraid.  Sanctify the Lord of hosts himself; and let him be your fear, and let him be your dread.”  Isaiah is telling the people there not to fear the Assyrian army (a confederacy), but rather to fear the Lord and to dread the Lord.

Two other connected words yare and yirah mean to make afraid or to frighten.  These are used many times in the Old Testament such as, Proverbs 10:27, “The fear of the Lord prolongeth days: but the years of the wicked shall be shortened.”  Ecclesiastes 12:13, “Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God, and keep his commandments: for this is the whole duty of man.”
In the New Testament, the Greek word for fear is phobeo and means “to be alarmed, to be afraid.”  This is used in 1 Peter 2:17, “Honour all men. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honour the king.”
The Hebrew has other words for honor (kabad) and respect (raah); Psalms 96:5-6, “For all the gods of the nations are idols:  but the Lord made the heavens.  Honour and majesty are before him:  strength and beauty are in his sanctuary.”  Isaiah 17:7, “At that day shall a man look to his Maker, and his eyes shall have respect to the Holy One of Israel.”
Certainly for a Christian the fear of the Lord is a reverential honor because we have the love of God within us; 

1 John 4:16-18, “And we have known and believed the love that God hath to us. God is love; and he that dwelleth in love dwelleth in God, and God in him.  [17] Herein is our love made perfect, that we may have boldness in the day of judgment: because as he is, so are we in this world.  [18] There is no fear in love; but perfect love casteth out fear: because fear hath torment. He that feareth is not made perfect in love.”
But for those who are unsaved, the fear of the Lord is to be a dread, Matthew 10:28, “And fear not them which kill the body, but are not able to kill the soul: but rather fear him which is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.”
