God
Moral Attributes of God

The last lesson concentrated on the natural attributes of God.  In this lesson we will look at some moral attributes of God.

CHAPTER II (The Faith of the Free Will Baptists)

Being and Attributes of God

The Scriptures teach that there is only one true and living God, who is Spirit, self-existent, eternal, immutable, omnipresent, omniscient, omnipotent, independent, good, wise, holy, just, and merciful, the...Creator, Preserver, and Governor of the Universe; the Redeemer, Savior, Sanctifier, and Judge of men; and the only proper object of worship. 

The mode of His existence, however, is a subject far above the understanding of man—finite beings cannot comprehend Him. There is nothing in the universe that can justly represent Him, for there is none like Him. He is the fountain of all perfection and happiness. He is glorified by the whole creation, and is worthy to be loved and served by all intelligence. 

Moral Attributes
Truth—“. . . let God be true, but every man a liar. . .” (Romans 3:4).

The definition for truth is “conformity with fact or reality; a verified or indisputable fact, proposition, principle, or the like.”

When Jesus was standing before Pilate He said, “. . . To this end was I born, and for this cause came I into the world, that I should bear witness unto the truth.  Every one that is of the truth heareth my voice” (John 18:37).  Pilate then asked, “What is truth?”  There seem to be quite a few people today who are in the same predicament as Pilate.  A philosophy that is in vogue today is “relative truth.”  This says there is no such thing as “absolute truth”; people may define truth in contradictory ways and still be correct.  On matters of morals and ethics, truth means different things to different people; no one can be sure they have the truth.

This viewpoint doesn’t say that truth doesn’t exist—it says that you make up your own truth.  That is not an objective standard for truth.  There has to be a standard for truth.  I may think stealing is wrong but a person down the street does not.  In the absence of an objective standard he could steal everything I have and not be condemned; while I couldn’t steal anything back from him because I feel stealing is wrong.  If there is not an impartial standard for truth and morality the world would be in turmoil.

God is the standard of truth.  Hebrews 6:18 says that it is impossible for God to lie, Titus 1:2 also says that God cannot lie.  Obviously if God is truth and cannot lie then His revelation to us is the truth, “Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth” (John 17:17).  Psalms 119:151, “Thou art near, O Lord; and all thy commandments are truth.”  Therefore we have a standard given to us for guidance in our morals and ethics.  Since God is unchanging, the truth we have today is the same truth people had one thousand years ago, “For the Lord is good; his mercy is everlasting; and his truth endureth to all generations” (Psalm 100:5).

Love—“He that loveth not knoweth not God; for God is love” (1 John 4:8).

The Greek word “agape” is frequently used to designate God’s love to us.  This love shows a reasoned out love rather than an emotionally based love (Gr. Philos).  Agape is not without emotion but it shows regard for someone or something irrespective of the worth of the object and even though the love may not be reciprocated.

     God's love is manifested in many ways, but the supreme manifestation is the gift of His Son; “But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us” (Romans 5:8).  “Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins” (I John 4:10).

Jesus, when asked what was the great commandment of the law said, “. . . Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind” (Matthew 22: 37-40).  Then He said the second was “Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself.”   The teaching throughout the Bible is clear that we should love God because He first loved us, and we should love each other, again because God loves us.
 Mercy—“Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life; and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever” (Psalm 23:6).

Mercy is the goodness or love of God shown to those who don’t deserve it.  This is also expressed “loving kindness” in the Old Testament.  It stresses the faithfulness of God despite man’s unfaithfulness.

The Bible consistently shows that mercy is always available to those who seek it, “Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts:  and let him return unto the LORD, and he will have mercy upon him; and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon” (Isaiah 55:7).

Grace—“For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God” (Ephesians 2:8).
Mercy is God not giving us what we deserve (justice); grace is God giving us what we don’t deserve (salvation).  Grace is a demonstration of God’s love and mercy to humanity shown in deliverance from distress.  This was shown in the Old Testament regarding the patriarchs and Israel.  Noah “found grace in the eyes of the LORD” (Genesis 6:8).  “And the Lord said unto Moses, I will do this thing also that thou hast spoken: for thou hast found grace in my sight, and I know thee by name” (Exodus 33:17).  “But thou, O Lord, art a God full of compassion, and gracious, longsuffering, and plenteous in mercy and truth” (Psalm 86:15).

The grace of God is still shown to us for daily guidance and in our affliction, “God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble” (Psalm 46:1). The greatest manifestation of the grace of God is through salvation, “Being justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus” (Romans 3:24).  This salvation was provided by Jesus, “In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his grace” (Ephesians 1:7).  This grace is available to everyone who receives it, “For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men” (Titus 2:11).
Righteous (just)—“. . . for the righteous God trieth the hearts and reins” (Psalm 7:9).
There are those people who view God as a God of love and see only that side of God's “moral” attributes.  As much as love is an attribute of God and as much as we have been blessed by the love of God shown to us, we must also understand that God is righteous.

When we view justice we see it as people being rewarded according to their good deeds or bad deeds.  Our courts have a saying "justice is blind" meaning that no matter what a person's station in life, equal justice will prevail.  Everyone knows, of course, that this isn't always the case.  Wealthy people or influential people can often receive a lighter sentence for a crime than a more common person.  Justice differs from country to country in our world.  In some Moslem countries, when a thief is caught his hand is cut off.  In the Muslim culture that is justice, whereas in the United States we consider that a bit extreme.  But God is just in all His dealings, “. . . Great and marvelous are thy works, Lord God Almighty; just and true are thy ways, thou king of saints” (Revelation 15:3).

God is not eager to judge “For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through him might be saved” (John 3:17).  People bring themselves under condemnation by their actions and attitudes.  A person's response to Jesus has become the dividing line between life and death.  “Verily, Verily, I say unto you, He that heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is passed from death unto life” (John 5:24).

Holy—“. . . the high and lofty one that inhabiteth eternity, whose name is holy” (Isaiah 57:15)

When we speak of holy we mean anything that is "set apart".  In its purest form, holiness means “without sin.”  To say that God is holy is to say that He is without sin.  Not only has God never sinned, He is incapable of sin.  That is His character, His very nature.  Anything that is like God is not sin.  Anything that is not like God is sin.  God does not conform to any standard created by others; God is the standard.  Therefore, He demands that His creation conform to His standard.  “For I am the Lord your God: ye shall therefore sanctify yourselves, and ye shall be holy; for I am holy” (Leviticus 11:44).  “That he might present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish” (Ephesians 5:27).
Some atheists say there could not be a God, given the existence and prevalence of evil.  Actually, the opposite is true.  Evil wouldn’t be evil unless you had a standard that made it evil.  You can only call something evil because you have the standard of a good and holy God.  Anything that departs from God’s character is evil.

Holiness is the focal point of God’s attributes.  Of all the things that God is, He is holy.  God calls Himself by that name.  Throughout the Old and New Testaments He is called “The Holy One.”  Nowhere in the Bible is God called “love, love, love”; “eternal, eternal, eternal”; or “truth, truth, truth.”  He is never emphatically called by any name except one: “Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty” (Revelation 4:8).  Whenever you see three words like this, you are reading an emphatic statement meaning that this is a focal point and this is something you don’t want to miss.   Holiness is the defining point, the heart of the matter of who God is.

Isaiah had a vision of God lifted up upon His throne.  The Seraphim were around the throne crying “Holy, holy, holy, is the LORD of hosts: the whole earth is full of his glory.”  When Isaiah saw God and heard these words, even though he was probably the best man of his time, he said, “Woe is me!  for I am undone;  because I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips:  for mine eyes have seen the king, the LORD of hosts.”  Even the best of humans are overwhelmed by the holiness of God.

