God
Natural Attributes of God

Who is God?  What do we think of when we say God?  If you asked a group of people those questions you may get a variety of answers.  The modern thinking is that people have the right to make up their own opinion of God.  Just as the prevalent view is that truth is relative in our culture (what’s true for you may not be true for me; what’s true today may not be true tomorrow); so also is the opinion that the concept of God is relative.  Each person feels free to decide for himself who God is.

Deidre Sullivan wrote, “God is a very personal thing which does not mean that He is a person.  It means that each person has the opportunity to devise his own notion of what God is to him.  That’s sacred.  None of us has the right to take away from anyone else which is to say that if we do, we are transgressing on something pretty heavy” (What do we mean when we say God? pg. 95).

But if God does exist, then no matter what we mean when we say “God” it has no real value unless God says the same thing.  Isaiah 40th chapter says, “To whom then will ye liken God?  Or what likeness will ye compare unto him?  . . . .Have ye not known?  Have ye not heard?  Hath it not been told you from the beginning?  Have ye not understood from the foundations of the earth?  It is he that sitteth upon the circle of the earth, and the inhabitants thereof are as grasshoppers; that stretcheth out the heavens as a curtain, and spreadeth them out as a tent to dwell in: That bringeth the princes to nothing; he maketh the judges of the earth as vanity. . . .To whom then will ye liken me, or shall I be equal?  Saith the Holy One.”  (Isa. 40:18; 21-23; 25).  God is transcendent.  What that basically means is that God is totally distinct from His creation.  He is totally different One of a kind.  That’s the problem with coming up with your own idea of God.  If it’s your idea, the idea is probably wrong.  The only understanding you can get of God’s nature is the understanding He gives you, because nothing else in the universe is like Him.

Articles of Faith—Free Will Baptists

2. GOD. There is one living and true God, revealed in nature as the Creator, Preserver, and Righteous Governor of the universe; and in the Scriptures as Father, Son, and Holy Ghost: yet as one God, infinitely wise and good, whom all intelligent creatures are supremely to love, adore, and obey.

5. THE GOVERNMENT OF GOD. God exercises a wise and benevolent providence over all beings and all things by maintaining the constitution and laws of nature. He also performs special acts, not otherwise provided for, as the highest welfare of men requires.

CHAPTER II (The Faith of the Free Will Baptists)

Being and Attributes of God

The Scriptures teach that there is only one true and living God, who is Spirit, self-existent, eternal, immutable, omnipresent, omniscient, omnipotent, independent, good, wise, holy, just, and merciful, the...Creator, Preserver, and Governor of the Universe; the Redeemer, Savior, Sanctifier, and Judge of men; and the only proper object of worship. 

The mode of His existence, however, is a subject far above the understanding of man—finite beings cannot comprehend Him. There is nothing in the universe that can justly represent Him, for there is none like Him. He is the fountain of all perfection and happiness. He is glorified by the whole creation, and is worthy to be loved and served by all intelligence. 

What are the attributes of God?

Webster’s New World Dictionary defines attribute as “to ascribe as a quality or characteristic peculiar to one (a characteristic or quality of a person or thing).

The attributes of God basically tell us what God is like and/or what God is not like. The attributes are not the works of God, they reveal His nature.  There are many attributes of God but we will focus on only a few of the most prominent.
Natural Attributes

Spirit—“God is a Spirit . . .” (John 4:24)
If God had some type of physical form, it would limit Him to a particular place.  As spirit God is everywhere; He cannot be limited.  The second commandment says in part, “Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, or any likeness of any thing that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth” (Exodus 20:4).  That commandment was given because God does not have a physical form so nothing could be made that would be like Him.  Isaiah touched on this same subject, “To whom will ye liken me, and make me equal, and compare me, that we may be like?  [6] They lavish gold out of the bag, and weigh silver in the balance, and hire a goldsmith; and he maketh it a god: they fall down, yea, they worship.  [7] They bear him upon the shoulder, they carry him, and set him in his place, and he standeth; from his place shall he not remove: yea, one shall cry unto him, yet can he not answer, nor save him out of his trouble.  [8] Remember this, and shew yourselves men: bring it again to mind, O ye transgressors.  [9] Remember the former things of old: for I am God, and there is none else; I am God, and there is none like me” (Isaiah 46:5-9).

There are many references in the Bible to God’s physical features, for example Psalm 34:15 says, “The eyes of the Lord are upon the righteous, and his ears are open unto their cry.”  1 Kings 8:29 also speaks of the eyes of God and Isaiah 65:2 says, “I have spread out my hands all the day unto a rebellious people. . .”  These are all anthropomorphisms, which is descriptive language used to give God human characteristics in an attempt to make Him more understandable.
Self-existent—“For as the Father hath life in himself; so hath he given to the Son to have life in himself” (John 5:26).
When Moses asked God at the burning bush who he should tell the children of Israel had sent him, the Lord answered to tell them “I AM” had sent him.  The Lord revealed Himself as the One who was, who is and who always will be.  I AM speaks of the One who is the origin of life, without whom would be no existence and the only One who’s existence is self-derived.  It is difficult, if not impossible, to imagine that God has always existed.  But so is the only logical alternative—a never-ending series backwards of beings or blind accidents, each one caused by the one before; "But what about the one before that?" . . . and so on.

Infinite—“Am I a God at hand, saith the Lord, and not a God afar off?  [24] Can any hide himself in secret places that I shall not see him? saith the Lord. Do not I fill heaven and earth? saith the Lord.” (Jeremiah 23:23-24).

Infinite means God is unlimited in terms of existence, capacity, energy or perfections.  When Solomon was dedicating the temple in Jerusalem, he declared, “But will God indeed dwell on the earth? behold, the heaven and heaven of heavens cannot contain thee; how much less this house that I have builded?” (1 Kings 8:27).  Solomon realized that the Lord is not subject to limitations of any kind.

Eternal—“. . . even from everlasting to everlasting, thou art God” (Psalm 90:2).

As humans on this earth we are bound by time but God is not limited or bound by time.  God is eternal with no beginning, “Thy throne is established of old; thou art from everlasting” (Psa. 93:2); and no end, “But thou art the same, and thy years shall have no end” (Psa. 102:27).  Our problem is we cannot understand eternity.  Part of the problem is that we live within time, and God does not.  As creatures on this earth, we can only understand things as they relate to space, matter, and time.  Taking time as an example; we are walking along a line.  It has the past behind us (which we cannot change) and the future in front of us (which we cannot see).  Only at the point of “now” do we touch the line—and that point changes every moment.  This morning's "present" is already "past" by this afternoon.  Imagine that God is in a circle around the whole of our straight line.  He can "see" the past and the future as clearly as the present.  Nothing comes as a surprise to God and nothing escapes His memory.  God has all of eternity in which to consider and answer the split-second prayer of a driver whose car goes into a skid, a person who is suddenly attacked, or a person overwhelmed by a sudden temptation.

Omnipresent—“Whither shall I go from thy spirit: or whither shall I flee from thy presence?  If I ascend up into heaven, thou art there!   If I make my bed in hell, behold, thou art there.  If I take the wings of the morning, and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea; Even there shall thy hand lead me, and thy right hand shall hold me” (Psalm 139:7-10).
The prefix omni comes from the Latin word omnis, meaning “all.”  Omnipresence means that God is present everywhere at all times.  The passage from Psalm 139 tells us that from the heights of heaven to the depths of the earth and sea; God is everywhere present.  In his sermon on Mars Hill, Paul said God is “. . .not far from every one of us” (Acts 17:27).  This is a comforting thought in that when we are in sorrow and we think that the world has forsaken us, God is there.

Because of the omnipresence of God, there is nothing that we can hide from Him, Jeremiah 23:23-24, “Am I a God at hand, saith the LORD, and not a God afar off?   Can any hide himself in secret places that I shall not see him?  saith the LORD.   Do not I fill heaven and earth?  saith the LORD.”  Everything that we do in this life is an open book to the Lord.  If you are tempted to tell a little white lie to someone you don’t know; God is present.  If you are tempted to commit a sexual sin with another person, God is there.  If you are tempted to falsify your income tax report in the privacy of your own home, God is there.  You cannot sin without sinning in the presence of God.  For those who haven't had their sins covered by the blood of Christ, these things will be brought out into the open someday Ecclesiastes 12:13-14, “Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: fear God, and keep his commandments: for this is the whole duty of man.  For God shall bring every work into judgment, with every secret thing, whether it be good, or whether it be evil.”
Omnipotent—“Ah, Lord GOD!  behold, thou hast made the heaven and the earth by thy great power and stretched out arm, and there is nothing too hard for thee!” (Jeremiah 32:17).  “God hath spoken once; twice have I heard this; that power belongeth unto God” (Psalm 62:11).
The name Almighty means “the mighty one” and is probably derived from the verb meaning “to be strong” (Genesis 17:1; 28:3; Isaiah 13:6; Ezekiel 1:24).  That name suggests the omnipotence of God in that He is all-powerful, “But Jesus beheld them, and said unto them, With men this is impossible; but with God all things are possible” (Matthew 19:26).

Dr. E.Y. Mullins explained the omnipotence of God, “By the omnipotence of God we mean His unlimited power to any and all things consistent with His nature and purpose.”  God cannot go back on His word, “If we believe not, yet he abideth faithful: he cannot deny himself” (2 Timothy 2:13).  God cannot lie, “In hope of eternal life, which God, that cannot lie, promised before the world began” (Titus 1:2).  Those things are not consistent with God’s nature and purpose.  Thus a question put forth by skeptics “is it possible for God to make anything too heavy for Him to lift?” is not a legitimate question.  C.S. Lewis answers, “Nonsense is still nonsense, whether we are talking about something else or about God.”  A.H. Strong has written, “God can do all that He wills, but He will not do all that He can.”
Omniscient—“Thou knowest my downsitting and mine uprising, thou understandest my thought afar off.  Thou compasseth my path and my lying down, and art acquainted with all my ways.  For there is not a word in my tongue, but, lo, O LORD, thou knowest it altogether” (Psalm 139:2).
Omniscience speaks of the perfect knowledge of God.  The knowledge of God includes all things that are happening at the moment down to the smallest details, “And fear not them which kill the body, but are not able to kill the soul: but rather fear him which is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.  Are not two sparrows sold for a farthing? and one of them shall not fall on the ground without your Father.  But the very hairs of your head are all numbered” (Matthew 10:28-30).

God also knows all past and future events as discussed in the eternal nature of God above.  Also included in this knowledge are all the variables of things that didn’t occur.  Jesus knew what Tyre and Sidon would have done had the gospel been preached to them, “Woe unto thee, Chorazin! woe unto thee, Bethsaida! for if the mighty works, which were done in you, had been done in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented long ago in sackcloth and ashes” (Matthew 11:21).
There are times we have to place our faith in the perfect knowledge of the Lord in our times of trial.  Most people have wondered at certain times why God doesn’t act in certain situations.  Sometimes the righteous suffer while the wicked prosper and we wonder why.  Where is God during these times?  Rabbi Rubenstein, a leading Jewish theologian who lived through the Holocaust, concluded God was absent.  Another Rabbi, Harold S. Kusner, in his book, “When Bad Things Happen to Good People” determined God must be helpless to stop our tragedies.  Others view God as remote and uncaring, playing with people as if we were no more than puzzle pieces.

Paul said in 2 Corinthians 5:7, “For we walk by faith, not by sight.”  The Christian does not ultimately evaluate life through his natural senses, but through the eyes of faith.  If we have the faith to believe in God's omniscience, then we can believe “. . . all things work together for good to them that love God, to them that are the called according to his purpose” (Rom. 8:28).  God cares for His children in much the same way earthly parents care for their children.  Because children generally love candy more than vegetables, a parent could give their child no food but candy and say they were doing it because of love.  The truth would be they didn't love the child because of the great harm they were doing it.  What parent would stand idly by and watch their child stick their finger in an electrical outlet?   The child can't understand about electricity, but the parent does understand and knows the dangers of playing with it.  So it is with our relationship with God, our comprehension is limited.  Sometimes we have to “live by faith” and trust that “all things work together for good to them that love God.”  Isaiah 55:8-9, “For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith the LORD.  For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts.”
Immutable—“. . . with whom is no variableness, neither shadow of turning” (James 1:7).
This attribute is that God is unchangeable.  In our world we see constant changes.  There are changes in the landscape with new buildings going up, changes in our lifestyles with new technology affecting us and certainly changes in ourselves as we age.  There is no change in God in His Being or His perfections or in His promises or purposes.
Moses wrote, “God is not a man, that he should lie; neither the son of man, that he should repent . . .” (Numbers 23:19).  Yet there are instances in the Bible when God appears to have changed His mind: “And it repented the LORD that he had made man on the earth” (Genesis 6:6).  “And the LORD repented of the evil which he thought to do unto his people” (Exodus 32:14).  “And God saw their works, that they turned from their evil way; and God repented of the evil, that he had said that he would do unto them; and he did it not” (Jonah 3:10).  This last verse explains best what happens when God seems to repent. Jonah had gone to Nineveh with the message “Yet forty days and Ninevah shall be overthrown.”  After the message was given, the people believed God, fasted, put on sackcloth and turned from their evil ways.  When the people of Nineveh turned to God and repented they came under His mercy rather than His judgment.   So it was a case of the people repenting and changing their standing before God rather than in God changing His mind about them.  God has a set attitude toward sin and He is always just.  It is our relationship to sin that puts us either in a right or wrong relationship with God.  We can use the analogy of the thermometer.  We look at a thermometer and say that it changes because the mercury inside it changes, but, actually, it is unchangeable because it acts according to fixed law and invariably responds precisely to the temperature.  We have placed marks on thermometers to measure temperature because we know that when the temperature is 32° the mercury will be at a precise point, and when the temperature is 90° the mercury will be at another equally precise point.  So it is with God.  His righteousness is fixed and our relationship to it depends upon our actions.

     God's love is constant.  Anyone who comes to God and asks for forgiveness of their sins will be forgiven as God shows His love to them.  God's wrath is also fixed constantly against sin and anyone who continues in sin will have to meet God in His wrath.

