Character Studies

Noah

After the Flood

Genesis 8:1, And God remembered Noah, and every living thing, and all the cattle that was with him in the ark: and God made a wind to pass over the earth, and the waters assuaged;
2 The fountains also of the deep and the windows of heaven were stopped, and the rain from heaven was restrained;

3 And the waters returned from off the earth continually: and after the end of the hundred and fifty days the waters were abated.

Sometimes we may feel that we are alone when we are going through a hard time.  But we learn from Noah that we are not forgotten by the Lord.  God remembered Noah and all that were with him.

The waters were assuaged, meaning they began to subside after God caused a wind to pass over the earth.  This is the first mention of a wind in the Bible and many think there had never been any wind prior to the flood.  The world the group from the ark stepped onto was different from the old world.  There were physical changes on the earth as well as changes in the atmospheric conditions.
The waters returning off the earth continually means the waters began to go down step by step rather than going down all at once.  The word for abated (khawser) means “decreased or lowered.”  After 150 days the waters were lowered enough that the ark rested on the mountains of Ararat.  The physical implications of the waters staying on the earth for as long as they did along with the movement caused by the wind and possible earthquakes as well as the draining action as the water began to drain into newly depressed ocean basins created an entirely new world.
The timeline on the ark:

Day 7 – rain begins

Day 40 – rain stops

Day 150 – the ark lands on Mount Ararat

Day 223 – the tops of other mountains are seen

Day 263 – Noah sends out a raven and a dove (the dove returns with nothing in its beak)

Day 270 – Noah sends out another dove (the dove returns with a twig)

Day 277 – Noah sends out a third dove (the dove doesn’t return)

Day 320 – Noah removed covering from the ark, the face of the ground was dry
Day 370 – ground dried God told Noah to leave the ark

Genesis 8:20-22

20 And Noah builded an altar unto the Lord; and took of every clean beast, and of every clean fowl, and offered burnt offerings on the altar.

21 And the Lord smelled a sweet savour; and the Lord said in his heart, I will not again curse the ground any more for man's sake; for the imagination of man's heart is evil from his youth; neither will I again smite any more every thing living, as I have done.

22 While the earth remaineth, seedtime and harvest, and cold and heat, and summer and winter, and day and night shall not cease.

Noah’s first act upon leaving the ark was to build an altar and offer sacrifices to the Lord.  There is no record of God instructing him to do this but provision had been made by having Noah bring seven each of the “clean” animals (7:2-3).  These are the first references in the Bible to an altar and to burnt offerings but this was most likely a common practice of the godly line before the corruption that filled the earth before the flood.  The first indication of a blood sacrifice was given to Adam and Eve with the Lord providing their coats of skins for clothing.  When Cain and Abel made their offerings, Abel’s was accepted because he brought the firstlings of his flock and of the fat thereof, so this type of offering was well established.  The burnt offering became a formal part of the Law of Moses.
God was pleased with Noah’s offerings.  As a result, God promised to never again curse the ground or destroy every living thing on account of man.  The reason being that, “. . . the imagination of man’s heart is evil from his youth.”  Not that man doesn’t need judging but the ground and the animals would no longer be destroyed because of man’s sin.

There are some implications concerning this new world Noah would face given in the twenty-second verse.  First is that the earth will not remain forever.  This implies that someday there will be a new earth.
Meanwhile, as long as this earth remains, there will be seasons and day and night.  The cold and heat, summer and winter speak of climatic and ecological changes on the earth since the vapor canopy (firmament 1:6-7) covering the earth was emptied because of the rain.  The pre-flood earth would not have had seasons because the canopy would have held the sun’s warmth on the earth and distributed it evenly.  This would have been the same affect as a cloudy night keeping temperatures warm while a clear night is much cooler.
The seasons today are also caused by the earth’s tilt on it’s axis in relation to the sun.  If the flood is what caused the tilt of the earth, the seasons of the year would have only begun after the flood.  The cold winters and hot summers we know today would have been unknown until that point.  God has promised the seasons as we know them, as well as night and day, will last as long as the earth remains.

Genesis 9:1-3, And God blessed Noah and his sons, and said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth.
2 And the fear of you and the dread of you shall be upon every beast of the earth, and upon every fowl of the air, upon all that moveth upon the earth, and upon all the fishes of the sea; into your hand are they delivered.

3 Every moving thing that liveth shall be meat for you; even as the green herb have I given you all things.
Since Noah and his family were starting all over in the world, the same responsibility was given to them that was given to Adam and Eve.  This was a new start but God’s plan for man has not changed.

The instruction given to Adam was the herb bearing seed and the fruit of a tree yielding seed were to eat.  Now Noah receives permission to also eat animals.  This could have been because now the earth would have seedtime and harvest as the seasons change.  Prior to the flood there would have been a continuous growing season but now, because of the ecological changes, the earth was less productive agriculturally so permission to eat flesh was given.

Protection was given to the animals because the fear and dread of man would be upon them.  Since man was going to be hunting them down, the natural fear of man was given to them.

Genesis 9:8-17

8 And God spake unto Noah, and to his sons with him, saying,

9 And I, behold, I establish my covenant with you, and with your seed after you;

10 And with every living creature that is with you, of the fowl, of the cattle, and of every beast of the earth with you; from all that go out of the ark, to every beast of the earth.

11 And I will establish my covenant with you; neither shall all flesh be cut off any more by the waters of a flood; neither shall there any more be a flood to destroy the earth.

12 And God said, This is the token of the covenant which I make between me and you and every living creature that is with you, for perpetual generations:

13 I do set my bow in the cloud, and it shall be for a token of a covenant between me and the earth.

14 And it shall come to pass, when I bring a cloud over the earth, that the bow shall be seen in the cloud:

15 And I will remember my covenant, which is between me and you and every living creature of all flesh; and the waters shall no more become a flood to destroy all flesh.

16 And the bow shall be in the cloud; and I will look upon it, that I may remember the everlasting covenant between God and every living creature of all flesh that is upon the earth.

17 And God said unto Noah, This is the token of the covenant, which I have established between me and all flesh that is upon the earth.

The provisions and requirements of the covenant with Noah are:
Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth (9:1, 7)

Meat was added to man’s diet (9:2-3)

No eating blood (9:4)

Personal accountability for loss of life – first mention of capital punishment (9:5-6)
No more global floods (9:9-11, 15)

Rainbow set in clouds as a token of the covenant (9:12-14, 16-17)

God promised to never again destroy the earth with waters of a flood.  However, when things become similar to the days of Noah (Matthew 24:37), judgment will again come on ungodly men.  The book of 2 Peter compares Noah’s time to the final days, “Whereby the world that then was, being overflowed with water, perished:  But the heavens and the earth, which are now, by the same word are kept in store, reserved unto fire against the day of judgment and perdition of ungodly men” (2 Peter 3:6-7).  This goes on to say, “But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in the which the heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the works that are therein shall be burned up” (3:10).
The token of the covenant with Noah was a rainbow.  There is a scientific reason for the rainbow.  The vapor canopy (firmament) above the earth dispersed the rays of the sun so that before the flood the earth was never exposed to direct rays of sunlight.  After the firmament broke up by dispersing water on the earth for forty days, direct sunlight now makes it way to the surface of the earth.  The rays of sunshine refracting through pockets of moisture create rainbows.  The rainbow was a sign that the canopy of water had collapsed and no longer existed.  No more global floods were possible as long as rainbows were visible.
