Character Studies

Noah

The Flood
Sometimes when we are facing obstacles in our lives we ask the Lord to deliver us from them.  There are times when we are kept from the events we fear.  At other times, God will bring us through our trials for His glory.  Noah was not delivered from the flood—he was brought through it.  He and his family spent over one hundred years building the ark and then a year living in it.  After the flood, the family came out to face a world that gone through total destruction.  Noah had his troubles and his problems but the Lord was with him to provide what he needed.

Genesis 6:13-16, And God said unto Noah, The end of all flesh is come before me; for the earth is filled with violence through them; and, behold, I will destroy them with the earth.

14 Make thee an ark of gopher wood; rooms shalt thou make in the ark, and shalt pitch it within and without with pitch.

15 And this is the fashion which thou shalt make it of: The length of the ark shall be three hundred cubits, the breadth of it fifty cubits, and the height of it thirty cubits.

16 A window shalt thou make to the ark, and in a cubit shalt thou finish it above; and the door of the ark shalt thou set in the side thereof; with lower, second, and third stories shalt thou make it.

Because the earth was corrupt (vs. 11), filled with violence and people’s thoughts were continually on evil (vs. 5), God told Noah the end of all flesh was come.  He was told to build an ark.
We can see God’s provision for Noah because specific instructions were given as to how to build a structure that Noah had never seen nor even thought about.  The ark was to be build with gopher wood.  In our day we don’t have a type of wood called gopher wood so this was thought to be a type of Cypress or Teak wood.  Some scholars say that Teak wood would be the best type of wood for ship construction but it is known that the Phoenicians used cypress to build ships because of its lightness and durability.

The rooms aren’t described specifically but they were no doubt to separate the predatory animals from the others.

It was to be covered inside and out with pitch.  This is a thick, black, sticky material that is left when the lighter components of coal tar or petroleum are distilled off.  Today it is a form of natural asphalt.  The pitch was obviously a coating put on the ark to waterproof the wood.  An interesting legend surrounding this is that because this pitch was supposedly a product of petroleum and the ark was speculated to have been built in the Middle East, John D. Rockefeller of Standard Oil sent crews to search for oil in that region.  Whether this is true or not I don’t know but Rockefeller did finance an archaeology expedition to the area lead by Edgar James Banks.
A cubit is said to have been the length from the elbow to the tip of the finger or roughly 18 inches.  The ark was to be 300 cubits long by 50 cubits wide and 30 cubits high.  This would make it a large rectangle, something like a shoe box 450’ long by 75’ wide and 45’ high.  There were three stories so the carrying capacity is estimated to have been that of 522 standard railroad stock cars.  There are approximately 17,600 species of animals on earth today.  Another estimate is that less than half the space of the ark would have been needed to house the animals—the other half would have been used for food storage.
There was to be a window around the top of the ark for ventilation.  This was a cubit (18 inches) high running the entire length of the ark.  The door was to be set in the side.

Genesis 6:17-22, And, behold, I, even I, do bring a flood of waters upon the earth, to destroy all flesh, wherein is the breath of life, from under heaven; and every thing that is in the earth shall die.

18 But with thee will I establish my covenant; and thou shalt come into the ark, thou, and thy sons, and thy wife, and thy sons' wives with thee.

19 And of every living thing of all flesh, two of every sort shalt thou bring into the ark, to keep them alive with thee; they shall be male and female.

20 Of fowls after their kind, and of cattle after their kind, of every creeping thing of the earth after his kind, two of every sort shall come unto thee, to keep them alive.

21 And take thou unto thee of all food that is eaten, and thou shalt gather it to thee; and it shall be for food for thee, and for them.

22 Thus did Noah; according to all that God commanded him, so did he.

In verses 17 and 18 we see that the purpose of the flood was to destroy all flesh but God made a covenant with Noah that he and his family would be saved.  Some scholars, who are influenced more by modern thought than by the words of the Bible, have said the flood was a local one and not one that covered the whole earth.  That argument is made by people who are trying to please Christians by saying there was a flood but also trying to please evolutionists who deny the account of a worldwide flood.  The flood covered the whole earth or there was no flood—it is as simple as that.  The very purpose of the flood was “. . . to destroy all flesh, wherein is the breath of life, from under heaven; and every thing that is in the earth shall die.”  If the flood were only a local one, there would have been no need for Noah to build the ark.  He and his family could simply have moved to another location that wasn’t affected by the flood waters—he had over a hundred years to get there.  Local floods have happened all through history, every year there is flooding somewhere.  God promised never to send a flood like that of Noah’s time again (Genesis 9:11-17) and put a rainbow in the clouds as a sign of that covenant.  Those who try to please both Christians and the world with an interpretation of Scripture only look ridiculous.
The nineteenth and twentieth verses make it clear that only two of every “kind” of animal needed to be brought in.  “Kind” and “sort” speak of species of the animal kingdom.  For instance not every breed of dog needed to be taken and not all types of cats (tigers, lions, leopards, etc.) had to be brought in.  Two of every species of birds, animals and insects needed to be taken.  As far as space is concerned, not all of the animals had to be adults when taken on the ark.  A baby elephant is much smaller than an adult.
For Noah and his family to go out and collect two of every kind of species would have been an incredibly difficult task.  God provided by having the animals come to Noah, “. . . two of every sort shall come unto thee, to keep them alive” (verse 20).  The Lord brought the animals supernaturally to the ark and kept them from attacking each other on the way.  This amazing migration of the animals was probably God’s last warning to the people of that day.

Noah and his family were responsible for providing food, “And take thou unto thee of all food that is eaten, and thou shalt gather it to thee . . .” (verse 21).  God provided the things Noah couldn’t accomplish and held him and his family responsible for what they could do.  Sometimes we waste time, effort and worry trying to do what only God can do while we are neglecting areas we would be able to fulfill.  If God guides us to a task, He will provide the means for us to accomplish it and will take care of the things we are unable to.
Verse 22 says, “Thus did Noah; according to all that God commanded him, so did he.”  Noah did this by faith (Hebrews 11:7) and in doing this he condemned the world.  Ezekiel also presents Noah as an excellent example of righteousness, “Though these three men, Noah, Daniel, and Job, were in it, they should deliver but their own souls by their righteousness, saith the Lord God” (Ezekiel 14:14).  2 Peter 2:5 says he was a preacher of righteousness, yet the only ones saved were his immediate family.  Think about that.  He preached over a hundred years and all he received from the people was ridicule.  Sometimes we may grow weary and wonder if our efforts are worth it when we see no results.  Noah’s reward was greater than all his effort and his sorrow.
Genesis 7:10-24, And it came to pass after seven days, that the waters of the flood were upon the earth.

11 In the six hundredth year of Noah's life, in the second month, the seventeenth day of the month, the same day were all the fountains of the great deep broken up, and the windows of heaven were opened.

12 And the rain was upon the earth forty days and forty nights.

13 In the selfsame day entered Noah, and Shem, and Ham, and Japheth, the sons of Noah, and Noah's wife, and the three wives of his sons with them, into the ark;

14 They, and every beast after his kind, and all the cattle after their kind, and every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth after his kind, and every fowl after his kind, every bird of every sort.

15 And they went in unto Noah into the ark, two and two of all flesh, wherein is the breath of life.

16 And they that went in, went in male and female of all flesh, as God had commanded him: and the Lord shut him in.

17 And the flood was forty days upon the earth; and the waters increased, and bare up the ark, and it was lift up above the earth.

18 And the waters prevailed, and were increased greatly upon the earth; and the ark went upon the face of the waters.

19 And the waters prevailed exceedingly upon the earth; and all the high hills, that were under the whole heaven, were covered.

20 Fifteen cubits upward did the waters prevail; and the mountains were covered.

21 And all flesh died that moved upon the earth, both of fowl, and of cattle, and of beast, and of every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth, and every man:

22 All in whose nostrils was the breath of life, of all that was in the dry land, died.

23 And every living substance was destroyed which was upon the face of the ground, both man, and cattle, and the creeping things, and the fowl of the heaven; and they were destroyed from the earth: and Noah only remained alive, and they that were with him in the ark.

24 And the waters prevailed upon the earth an hundred and fifty days.

After seven days inside the ark, the waters began.  The eleventh verse tells us that the great fountains of the deep were broken up and also the windows of heaven opened up.  The earth before the flood was vastly different from our present world.  Genesis 2:6 tells us, “But there went up a mist from the earth, and watered the whole face of the ground.”  There was water inside the earth that all broke loose during the flood.  Some scientists believe there was a vapor canopy surrounding the earth at that time.  The effects of that canopy would be softening the rays from the sun as well as providing the earth with a universally warm climate (the fossil record verifies this).  There was enough water in this canopy to provide a constant rain for forty days.

Verse twenty says the mountains were covered and the water was fifteen cubits (22 ½’) above the earth.  The flood served the purpose of God because “. . . all flesh died that moved upon the earth . . . of all that was in the dry land, died” (7:21-22).

There were also changes on the earth after the flood.  Science shows us the power of moving water.  Anyone who has experienced a localized flood has witnessed the damage that can be done.  As the flood waters subsided, there were great changes to the earth’s structure.  Some believe that with the flooding there was also massive volcanic activity.  Humans and animals that came out into this new world were affected by all these changes.  As stated in an earlier lesson, the human life span of the ages given before the flood was 912 years.  Noah himself was 600 years old when the flood began.  The atmospheric changes greatly decreased the ages humans attained.

The world was destroyed but Noah and his family was delivered.  After the rain stopped, the waters continued for 150 days.

