Creation
Scientific Evidence

In our previous lesson we stated the three models for origins:  the steady state universe [which has been disproven], creation and evolution.  This is attested too by different writers:

“Creation and evolution, between them, exhaust the possible explanations for the origin of living things” (Science on Trial, Douglas Futuyma).

“In other words, it’s natural selection or a Creator.  There is no middle ground” (The Genesis Controversy, George Sim Johnston).

Some writers are even honest enough to explain why they believe evolution:  “When it comes to the origin of life on this earth, there are only two possibilities:  creation or spontaneous generation.  There is no third way.  Spontaneous generation was disproved 100 years ago, but that leads us only to one other conclusion:  that of supernatural creation.  We cannot accept that on philosophical grounds; therefore, we choose to believe the impossible:  that life arose spontaneously by chance” (1967 Nobel Prize winner in science, Dr. George Wald).
For years the media has been making statements that present evolution as a presumed fact.  An article in the October 28, 1996 edition of TIME magazine began, “As a story of Creation, the Book of Genesis long, long ago crumbled under the weight of science, notably Darwin’s theory of natural selection.”
An article in the Kingsport Times-News on Thursday, January 14, 2010 entitled; “Are Men more Evolved than Women?” had some statements assuming evolution as a fact:  “A new study comparing the Y chromosomes from humans and chimpanzees, our nearest living relatives, show that they are about 30 percent different. That is far greater than the 2 percent difference between the rest of the human genetic code and that of the chimp's, according to a study appearing online Wednesday in the journal Nature.

These changes occurred in the last 6 million years or so, relatively recently when it comes to evolution.”
Evolution—definition
Charles Darwin became the central figure of evolutionary thinking when his book, “The Origin of Species” was published.  In this book, he gave a definition of the theory of evolution:  “The belief all animals and plants are descended from some single primordial form.”

The line of descent is commonly said to have begun with the protozoa (a microscopic single-celled animal).  The multicelled invertebrate (no backbone) evolved from the protozoa.  Somehow the invertebrate (worms, the first with backbones) evolved into fish; the fish into amphibians; amphibians into reptiles; reptiles into birds and mammals; and mammals into men.

1. Microevolution

This refers to small changes or variations that take place within a single species.  Variations and adaptations like this are commonplace.  Preprogrammed into the DNA of every living thing is a genetic code that defines its characteristics.  This code has both dominant and recessive traits.  A person born with brown eyes might also have the [hidden] genetic code for blue eyes.  Thus, brown eyed parents could produce a blue eyed child [the recessive trait could be hidden for generations and then suddenly appear].
2. Macroevolution

This refers to major changes or variations taking place that cause one species to transform into another entirely different species [e.g. a fish to a bird].

No existing DNA programming for a species change exists [e.g. bacteria don’t contain DNA to be anything but bacteria].  The idea of mutation was developed to explain how DNA might be altered [with some kind of energy such as radiation, mutations could occur that would change the DNA].

A vast difference lies between limited variations such as hair color within a species and transformation into an entirely different species.  There is no empirical proof [reproducible and testable] for macroevolution.  That microevolution does occur is in no way proof that macroevolution is a possibility.  Supporters of evolution will oftentimes speak of microevolution.  When they do that they are turning the whole view of the discussion around.  They are attempting to justify the argument of evolution by showing how microevolution works—it is not the same thing.

Darwinian Evolution’s Rationale

1. Spontaneous generation

This refers to life randomly arising from non-life.  In the Middle Ages virtually everybody in Europe believed that rats and flies came from garbage by spontaneous generation.  In other words, they came from nothing—they just spontaneously burst upon the scene around garbage.  Every town had a garbage dump on the outskirts and rats and flies were always seen emerging there.  It was an observed scientific fact.  Francesco Redi (1626-1697) demonstrated in 1668 that the presence of maggots on putrefying meat did not come from spontaneous generation but from eggs laid on the meat by flies.

Modern evolutionary science depends upon the proposition that in a pond or other moist environment (commonly termed “pre-biotic soup”) an idea solution of molecules happened to be present at that same instant.  Somehow all the requirements for a viable cell were randomly present at the same time and came together to form the first cell, which then reproduced itself and continued to multiply.
This couldn’t have happened.  There are some 20 different kinds of amino acids needed for protein in living cells.  Scientific experiments have created some of these amino acids in laboratories, but not all.  Some of these test tube amino acids have to be made using heat, electricity or ultraviolet rays.  Those processes destroy other amino acids in the cell.
Another ingredient in the cell is porphyrin [it keeps oxygen from breaking down the other chemicals in a cell].  Porphyrin like chemicals can only be made when there is free oxygen available.  Some of the amino acids in a cell can only be produced in an oxygen free environment.  These basic products in a cell couldn’t have existed together outside the cell.  In other words, they couldn’t have come together accidentally and formed the first cell—they had to be created the way they are.

2. Random mutation

Spontaneous changes take place within the genetic code of all living things.  Most of these are thought to be due to errors occurring when an organism’s genetic code is copied at the time of reproduction.  Radiation and chemicals are believed to induce such changes.

Evolutionary theory teaches beneficial random mutations happened often enough that species improved themselves and then mutated upward into another (better) species.  This is very unlikely.  Mutations are almost always destructive.  In thousands of observed cases, only a few viral/bacterial mutations have contributed favorably to its species.  Another problem is the passing of mutations to successive generations.  Mutations are not inherited by offspring and a large number of mutations would usually be necessary to have any value.  Feathers on a fish, for example, would be useless unless wings were covered and other changes took place [e.g. wing formation, lightweight bone structure and a brain that “knew” how to fly].
3. Natural Selection or the survival of the fittest

In evolution, natural selection is the “engine” that causes advancement in the complexity of species.  Random mutations that result in “weaker” creatures will ultimately lead to an early demise.  Random mutations that increase the health or virility of creatures will make them superior and successful in the struggle for survival.

The fossil record was supposed to prove natural selection took place.  Darwin answers this himself, “As natural selection acts solely by the preservation of profitable modifications, each new form will tend in a fully-stocked country to take the place of, and finally to exterminate, its own less improved parent-form and other less favored forms with which it comes into competition . . . But, as by this theory innumerable transitional forms must have existed, why do we not find them embedded in countless numbers in the crust of the earth? . . . But it may be urged that when several closely-allied species inhabit the same territory, we surely ought to find at the present time many transitional forms” (The Origin of Species, Chapter V, Difficulties of the Theory).

What Darwin was acknowledging was that in his time no “missing link” had been found.  There still has not been a “missing link” found.

4.  Enormous Time
The processes of mutation/natural selection require a vast amount of time.  Evolutionists confess that the reason for their estimations of time is straightforward—these are very rare events.  The possibility of spontaneous generation is remote.  Therefore, time is essential to increase the chances.  Random mutations do not occur very often, and almost every single mutation is damaging.  Yet many positive mutations are necessary to give rise to a new species of creature.  The solution to the problem is to add more time.

Natural selection requires plants and animals to become extinct while the newer, improved models flourish.  The thing needed to make these processes plausible is immense time.  That’s the reason nature shows, etc. commonly refer to millions of years.

The complexity of life cannot be explained by Darwinian evolution.
Most birds have plain hollow bones.  The bone structure of hawks and a few others are much more advanced.  Their bones have inner diagonal struts that provide maximum strength with the least possible bone structure (weight).  From an engineering standpoint, this particular design is quite advanced and elegant.  In the engineering world, this type of construction is known as the “Warren truss” used in bridge design.  Such impressive design reflects careful forethought and great engineering know-how.

Migrating birds sometimes cover vast areas.  The golden plover travels some 8,000 miles from the Hudson Bay area of North America to winter in Argentina in South America.  The barn swallow migrates a distance of 9,000 miles from northern Canada to Argentina.

The lesser white-throated warbler spend summer in Germany but winter in Africa.  As the summer draws to a close and the young birds become more independent, the parent birds take off for Africa, leaving their young behind.  The new generation takes off several weeks later and flies instinctively across thousands of miles of unfamiliar land and sea to rejoin their parents.  How do they manage to navigate with such precision across such distances, especially since they have never been there before?  Experiments have shown that within the brains of these birds is the inherited knowledge of how to tell latitude, longitude and direction by the stars.  Plus there is an inherited calendar, clock and all the navigational data that allows them to fly unguided to the exact location of their parents.

Humans also have instincts.  How does a baseball fielder know where to move to catch a fly ball?

The Human Body
Psalms 139:13-16, “For thou hast possessed my reins: thou hast covered me in my mother's womb.  [14] I will praise thee; for I am fearfully and wonderfully made: marvellous are thy works; and that my soul knoweth right well.  [15] My substance was not hid from thee, when I was made in secret, and curiously wrought in the lowest parts of the earth.  [16] Thine eyes did see my substance, yet being unperfect; and in thy book all my members were written, which in continuance were fashioned, when as yet there was none of them.”
In 1802 William Paley put forth his “watchmaker” thesis.  If he were crossing a tract of wasteland and hit his foot against a stone, and were asked how the stone got there; he might possibly answer that, for all he knew, it had laid there forever.  But suppose he found a watch upon the ground, and it should be inquired how the watch happened to be in that place; he would hardly think the previous answer would be sufficient.  The fine coordination of all its parts would force us to conclude that the watch must have a maker.  That there must have existed, at some time, and at some place or other, a watchmaker who formed it for the purpose of keeping time.  The one who made the watch comprehended its construction and designed its use.
Paley argued that we can draw the same conclusion about many natural objects including the human body.  Today, there are people perfectly willing to examine our form and function, which is imminently more complex than a timepiece and yet assume we have no Creator.
Some parts of the body:

Skeletal Structure

Bones possess incredible strength, yet are the lightest structure made of the least material to support the body’s weight.  In the foot, 26 bones are found, the same as in each hand.  A soccer player subjects these bones to a cumulative force of 1,000 tons per foot over the course of a match, but his bones endure this stress and maintain elasticity.

We walk some 115,000 miles in a lifetime on our feet.  Our body weight is evenly spread through architecturally perfect arches which serve as springs and the bending of the knees and ankles absorb stress.

Heart

At its full size, your heart will be about the size of a fist and weigh from ½ to ¾ of a pound.  The heart will pump about seventy-two times a minute, 100,000 times a day and 40 million times a year, taking rest only one-sixteenth of a second between beats.  Every day the heart pumps 1,250 gallons of blood through 1,000 complete circuits.  In a normal lifetime, your heart will pump about 450,000 tons of blood.
The heart, from a functional viewpoint, is a miracle of performance.  It is one of the organs that you do not consciously control.  It pumps whether you are awake or asleep.  Through a complex nervous and hormonal feedback regulation system, the heart and circulatory system maintain the exactly correct rate and output to supply the correct blood flow for your system:  whether you are running a marathon or whether you are a couch potato.  The parts of you that are functioning at any particular time receive a share of blood in proportion to their need.  In spite of the tremendous amount of work the heart does, most of the malfunctions of the heart are associated with the blood supply to the heart muscles (e.g. plaque build-up in the arteries).

Blood

Unless you are sick or injured, your bloodstream is another thing you’re not consciously aware of.  An adult has approximately 75,000 miles of blood vessels in their body (arteries, veins, capillaries).  These vessels carry blood to every cell in the body.

Red blood cells carry fresh oxygen and food to the body’s cells and remove carbon dioxide and other waste products.  These are biconcave (both sides concave—rounded inward), which “incidentally” happen to be the idea shape for transporting oxygen.

There are many different kinds of white blood cells.  They carry different substances to the body’s cells (sugars, salts, minerals, enzymes, amino acids, etc.).  Cells need different substances to remain healthy.  Each cell will set up a coded “dock” when it has a need.  Just the substance it needs will be attracted to that “dock” and stop there as it passes by in the bloodstream.  Certain kinds of white blood cells fight any disease germs or viruses that might be in the body.  These cells, called antibodies, are specially designed to fight just one kind of invader—one kind of germ or infection.  When a destructive germ gets inside your body, the blood system quickly develops an antibody to fight that particular disease and immediately goes to work turning out hundreds of thousands of them.  There are close to a million different antibodies in an adult (each one designed to fight one kind of germ).  Once your body has fought a particular disease, the antibodies in your blood remember it, even years later.  If any germs or viruses of that disease get into the body, the right antibodies will attack it immediately.  If you have a disease like mumps or chicken pox as a child, you will not get it as an adult.  The antibodies will “remember” the disease and attack its germs before they can make you sick.
Eyes

The eye is no larger than a ping pong ball, but it has so many electrical connections that it can handle 1 ½ million messages at the same moment.

The clear cornea organizes light rays.  The oval lens becomes fatter or flatter for near and far vision (it functions automatically).  The two other chambers of the eye are filled with clear fluid so light can pass through them.  The light that comes into the eye is focused by the lens so that it falls on the retina.  The retina is a thin, paper like wall that covers the back of the eye.  Although it is less than an inch square, the retina has 137 million special cells that are sensitive to light.  About 130 million are rod shaped for black and white vision.  The remaining 7 million are shaped like cones; these permit us to see color.  All these cells receive impressions from the light that enters the eye.  Each is connected to the optic nerve and sends tiny electric signals to that nerve and along it into the brain (these travel about 300 miles an hour).  In the brain, the signals are interpreted so that we “see” pictures of what is in front of us.

The eye was another problem Darwin acknowledged that evolutionary theory had difficulty in explaining:  “To suppose that the eye with all its inimitable contrivances for adjusting the focus to different distances, for admitting different amounts of light, and for the correction of spherical and chromatic aberration, could have been formed by natural selection, seems, I freely confess, absurd in the highest degree” (The Origin of Species, Chapter VI Difficulties of the Theory).
Another writer has said, “An incomprehensible constellation of favorable, integrated and synchronized mutations would have to occur to produce and organ such as the eye” (Scott M. Hulse, The Collapse of Evolution, pg. 94).  Actually the eye couldn’t develop under the Darwinian concept of mutations and natural selection because parts of the eye would be useless unless the whole eye was fully developed.

Brain
The brain weights only two to three pounds yet it has 30 to 100 billion [depending on who you read] cells called neurons and five to ten times as many glia or glial [depending on who you read] cells.  Brain cells, unlike other cells, are never replaced.  Each of the 30 billion neurons is connected to each other (some connect as many as 6,000 times).  This makes it possible for tiny electric messages to pass between brain cells quickly and in very complex ways.

Special nerve cells connect parts of your body to your brain; these are bundled together in fibers like telephone wires.  These carry messages from parts of your body to your brain and then back again—many of these messages travel along the nervous system at 300 miles an hour.

There are three message centers in the brain:  (1) the medulla oblongata is responsible for automatic things like breathing and your heart beat.  It receives and sends messages from your inner organs.  Millions of messages and instructions are handled by this part of your brain all the time.  (2) The cerebellum is associated with voluntary actions such as writing or picking something up.  (3) The cerebrum is the largest and most important part of the human brain.  Here messages from your eyes, ears and other senses are received and understood.  This part of the brain is also associated with consciousness, memory, reasoning and other abilities that are distinctly human.  Many scientists think that everything you or I experience through our entire life is stored as a memory in the brain—even things we can’t recall.

The outer layer of the brain is grey, while the inner core is white.  The human brain is folded and wrinkled on the outside.  Without the folds, people would have about 30 times less brain surface.  Even the highest animals have almost smooth brains, without folds or wrinkles.

Some interesting facts about the brain:

· The brain does not get tired like muscles do.

· We do not use all of the brain power we have (some scientists think that people use only 10% to 15% of their brains for thinking.

· Our mental powers grow with use—the more you use your mind and the more you learn, the easier it is to think and learn.

  The brain is so complex and amazing that it is simply unbelievable to imagine its specialized cells and connections could have evolved.  Psalm 139:14 “I will praise thee; for I am fearfully and wonderfully made: marvellous are thy works; and that my soul knoweth right well.”
