Character Studies

Noah

Before the Flood

Hebrews 11:7, “By faith Noah, being warned of God of things not seen as yet, moved with fear, prepared an ark to the saving of his house; by the which he condemned the world, and became heir of the righteousness which is by faith.”
Noah was not a perfect man but he did have faith in God’s word.  At a time when he was all alone in his reverence for God, Noah was warned of God of things not seen as yet (rain, flooding, physical destruction) and he prepared an ark to the saving of his house.  Imagine the mocking of the people as he constructed the ark with no apparent reason for building it.  Noah also preached during this time (2 Peter 2:5) trying to warn the people of the coming judgment.  The people probably laughed and made fun of him like the characters in cartoons carrying the signs that say “the end is near.”  Those characters may be funny—until the time comes.  When the time did come, Noah and his family were saved by his faith.
Genesis 6:1-7, And it came to pass, when men began to multiply on the face of the earth, and daughters were born unto them,

2 That the sons of God saw the daughters of men that they were fair; and they took them wives of all which they chose.

3 And the Lord said, My spirit shall not always strive with man, for that he also is flesh: yet his days shall be an hundred and twenty years.

4 There were giants in the earth in those days; and also after that, when the sons of God came in unto the daughters of men, and they bare children to them, the same became mighty men which were of old, men of renown.

5 And God saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually.

6 And it repented the Lord that he had made man on the earth, and it grieved him at his heart.

7 And the Lord said, I will destroy man whom I have created from the face of the earth; both man, and beast, and the creeping thing, and the fowls of the air; for it repenteth me that I have made them.
Genesis 6:11-13, The earth also was corrupt before God, and the earth was filled with violence.

12 And God looked upon the earth, and, behold, it was corrupt; for all flesh had corrupted his way upon the earth.
13 And God said unto Noah, The end of all flesh is come before me; for the earth is filled with violence through them; and, behold, I will destroy them with the earth.

As stated in the lesson on Cain, we don’t know how many people were on earth when the curse was passed on him.  Likewise, we don’t know how many people were on earth just before the flood.  From archaeological finds it has been determined there was an advanced civilization in existence previous to the flood.  There also seems to have been quite a large population with some estimating as many as two billion people on earth.
Verse 2 brings us to a situation that has been controversial from the early beginnings of the church.  Who were the “sons of God” who took wives of the “daughters of men”?  There are two commonly held views on this.  The first is that the sons of God were fallen angels (demons) who came to earth and cohabited with human women resulting in the giants (nephilim) mentioned in verse 4.  The second view is that the sons of God were godly men from the line of Seth who were tempted by the daughters of men from the ungodly line of Cain and married them.

In the early church, Justin Martyr and Tertullian held the first view but were opposed by Augustine and Chrysostom who held the latter view.  Down through the centuries respected Bible scholars have differed on the interpretations of sons of God and daughters of men, so both views have strong arguments supporting them.  I have studied this subject time and time again through the years and have yet to come to a strong conclusion either way.  Whichever way you believe is okay with me.

In either of the above interpretations the key is compromise.  Either the human women compromised and married demons or the godly line of Seth yielded to the ungodly line of Cain.  The same thing is happening today in that Christianity is learning to compromise with the world more and more.  The result of this in Noah’s time was judgment that was passed on the world.
An interesting parallel is drawn by Jesus in the Olivet Discourse, “But as the days of Noe were, so shall also the coming of the Son of man be” (Matthew 24:37).  He continued with a description of those days, “For as in the days that were before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noe entered into the ark, And knew not until the flood came, and took them all away; so shall also the coming of the Son of man be” (24:38-39).  The things mentioned in Matthew, eating, drinking and marriage, are not wrong but the problem was the people concerned themselves with everything but the knowledge of God.  They “knew not until the flood came.”  When people refuse “to retain God in their knowledge” (Romans 1:28) bad things happen.
A godless society developed before the flood because the purity and integrity of the godly line was compromised to the point it didn’t exist anymore.  We would do well to take heed to this in our time.
The Lord announced His Spirit would not strive with man forever—there was a time limit.  The word for strive (diyn) has a sense of striving or pleading.  God was saying He would not continually plead with humans.  Before the flood the time was determined to be 120 years.  Why 120?  Maybe because God is longsuffering even to the most wicked or maybe that was how long it would take Noah’s family to build the ark.  Whatever the reason, there is a “point of no return” in people’s rejection of God.

Some people think that since God is loving and merciful, the invitation to salvation is always open and the lost can come to salvation anytime they will.  The invitation is open but Jesus said, “No man can come to me, except the Father which hath sent me draw him: and I will raise him up at the last day” (John 6:44).  This drawing is what we call conviction of the Spirit, “And when he is come, he will reprove [convict] the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment” (John 16:8).  The conviction of the Spirit is the same as the striving with those before the flood.  There comes a time when the Spirit will no longer convict people of sin.  That is why we are told in the New Testament that now is the time to come, “For he saith, I have heard thee in a time accepted, and in the day of salvation have I succoured thee: behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation” (2 Corinthians 6:2).  There is no promise God will strive with man tomorrow.

The fifth verse says that the wickedness of man was great and every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually.  That means everything people thought about were sinful things.  The third verse mentions they were flesh so it seems their concerns were constantly on indulgences of physical desires.  This is the result of a refusal to acknowledge God, “And even as they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave them over to a reprobate mind, to do those things which are not convenient” (Romans 1:28).
So we see that the wickedness of man was great—people’s actions were continually evil.  The reason for those actions is their thoughts dwelt on evil constantly because they had given themselves over to their own minds, “The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked: who can know it?” (Jeremiah 17:9).
God determined to destroy man from the face of the earth.  The reasons seen here for this destruction were:
(Verse 2) sexual perversion:  Whether there were angels involved or whether these were all humans; the problem was the same.  People had given themselves over to evil continually and this included deviance in the sensual realm.

Included in this was the compromise mentioned above.  From the time of Moses onward, the call to God’s people was to be distinct from other peoples, “For from the top of the rocks I see him, and from the hills I behold him: lo, the people shall dwell alone, and shall not be reckoned among the nations” (Numbers 23:9).  Part of this was to not marry women from heathen nations, “Now therefore make confession unto the Lord God of your fathers, and do his pleasure: and separate yourselves from the people of the land, and from the strange wives” (Ezra 10:11).  It seems that before the flood there was a complete intermingling of the good and the bad to the point that the good didn’t exist anymore.
The same thing happens today when the church intermingles with the world.  Contrary to what some well-meaning Christians believe, the world doesn’t give in and become good because it associates with Christians.  The opposite is true, Christians lower their standards and become more and more like the world.

The primary reason for judgment was that there was constant evil in the heart of man (verse 5).  This led to a description in the eleventh verse of the earth being corrupt before God.  The word for corrupt means “decay” and shows the Lord saw the earth as ruined.

Another description is found in that verse, “. . . the earth was filled with violence.”  This is another characteristic we can identify with in our day.   One thing I have noticed in recent years is the depiction of violence on television.  Don’t get concerned, I’m not going off on a rant about television and how bad it is—I watch it myself.  When I was young, if someone shot a person on TV sometimes all that was seen was a gun firing and then a thud was heard in the background.  As the progression was made into more modern film-making, the gun was seen firing and then a person would grab their chest and fall.  Then the scenes advanced to blood showing and blood coming from a person’s mouth.  Now we see the gun firing and then a slow-motion of the bullet flying through the air then entering a person, progressing through the body and exiting on the other side.  Some of the crime shows have scenes of corpses that seemingly try to make them look as gruesome as possible (somewhat like old horror movies).  If a show has a warning of graphic depictions you can be sure it will be very graphic.
Our world today is filled with violence.  Mass murders at schools aren’t as prevalent as a few years ago, but they still happen.  Mass murders at other sites such as homes, offices, stores and restaurants are in the news every day.  It seems as if when a person is having a domestic problem or a conflict with others at work, the answer is to kill as many people as possible (even innocent victims) before killing yourself.
Sadly we also hear every week of children being abducted and killed by a stranger or sometimes being killed by their own father or mother.  It’s a violent world we live in.

There are terrorist organizations throughout the world that bomb vehicles and buildings just to spread a message.  Drug cartels in Mexico enter houses and kidnap innocent people then line them up and execute them and bury them in mass graves so people will fear them.  These cartels have taken over whole towns, killed police officers, drug agents and elected leaders of the towns.  It’s a scary world we live in.
The world before the flood was so bad that God said He would destroy man from the face of the earth.  Not only man was judged but all of creation including the beast, the creeping thing and the fowls of the air.  All creation is under the curse of sin and suffers corruption, “For we know that the whole creation groaneth and travaileth in pain together until now” (Romans 8:22).  Therefore all creation suffered the judgment.
The Lord said it repented Him that he had made man (verse 6).  The word for “repenteth” (nacham) has the idea of regret.  Was God caught by surprise at how man turned out?  No.  God knew beforehand what would happen and what He would do about it.  This does show that the Lord is not unfeeling about human sin and rebellion.  God does love man and desires the best for him and from him.  When we fail it grieves a holy God.
God looked at the world and only one found grace in His eyes.  The Lord warned Noah what was to come and “By faith, Noah . . . prepared an ark” (Hebrews 11:7).  God gave Noah the warning but Noah had to build the ark, even in the face of ridicule from the people around him.  Many times in our world we worry about fitting in with the people around us more than in obeying the word of God.  Sometimes we are more concerned about what our neighbors think about us than what the Lord does.  The account of Noah proves we should follow the will of God and let everything else take care of itself.
