Creation
Part 1
CHAPTER IV (The Faith of Free Will Baptists)
Creation, Primitive State of Man, and His Fall

SECTION I: Creation 

1. Of the World. God created the world, and all things that it contains, for His own pleasure and glory and the enjoyment of His creatures.

2. Of the Angels. The angels were created by God to glorify Him and obey His commandments.  Those who have kept their first estate He employs in ministering blessings to the heirs of salvation and in executing His judgments upon the world.

3. Of Man. God created man, consisting of a material body and a thinking, rational soul. He was made in the image of God, to glorify his Maker.

Orthodox Christianity teaches that God is omnipotent, the source and Creator of all things; and that God created the heavens and earth ex nihilo (a Latin term meaning "out of nothing").  This is a foundational belief of Christianity since the Bible begins with the sentence, “In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth.”   If a person denies the first sentence in the Bible it would seem to place a great strain on their confidence in the remainder of it.  Twenty-three books in the Bible tell of the creative acts of God. Creation is mentioned seventy-five times in the Old and New Testaments.  If the first verse of the Bible is rejected, then the first three chapters are automatically cast aside because they enlarge upon it.  If the first three chapters are abandoned then the very foundation of the Bible is discarded.  Genesis 1-3 tells of the creation of earth and man, the first sin and the fall of man.  From the fall we understand the need for salvation.  The very essence of the Bible is Jesus and the salvation from sin that comes through Him.
The study of origins has attracted attention through the centuries but there are only three models that were considered viable.

One theory is called the steady state universe.  This view states that we’ve always existed and will always exist.  Astronomy and Physics research has disproved this method by affirming the universe had a beginning and that the sun (given time) will burn out.  For example, in 1925-1930 Edwin Hubble discovered that all galaxies are moving away from us.  This suggests the universe is expanding.  It suggests a singular event—that at some time in the distant past the universe began expanding from an extremely small size.
This leaves only two possible models for the origins of life:  creation or evolution.  There are no other alternatives and these two are mutually exclusive.  Either our space/time based universe needed a Creator God or it did not.

It is interesting how the three views of origins are reflected in the major religions.  The Hindu and Buddhist beliefs in pantheism (God and the universe are the same) and reincarnation believe in the steady state universe.  The monotheistic (one God) religions of Judaism, Islam and Christianity believe in the Creator God.  Atheism, which is reputed to not believe in religion, rejects the existence of any intelligent force (Creator) in the universe thus being forced to accept evolution.

Since the Free Will Baptists are strictly creationist, why even mention the creationist/evolutionist debate?

The first reason is children; they are bombarded with evolutionist teaching in schools.  Parents, grandparents, Sunday school teachers, etc. need to have answers to their questions.  It is possible students in school could get confused by the teachings they receive.  For instance they are taught the truth of biogenesis that all life comes from preexisting life.  At one time the common belief was that maggots formed spontaneously (spontaneous generation) on rotting meat.  Francisco Redi (1626-1697), and Italian physician, did experiments that proved the maggots came from flies.  The later work of Louis Pasteur also discredited the concept of spontaneous generation.  Then the same teachers inform the students how evolution started by spontaneous generations.  Might that be confusing to a young mind?
The second reason to touch on this subject is that adults are also bombarded with evolutionary teachings.  If you watch many of the shows on The Learning Channel, Discovery, PBS, the History Channel, etc. there are constant references to evolutionary thought.  Adults can easily be trapped into accepting evolutionary teachings without being aware of it.  Martin Lings was an acclaimed author whose work centered on the relationship between God and man through religious doctrine.  He said that, “more cases of loss of religious faith are to be traced to the theory of evolution . . . than to anything else.”

Knowing the truth about our origin is important because it affects our understanding of God, sin, and human nature.  Our attitudes toward other people and how we treat them are influenced by our views on creation.  If people are the end result of billions of years of chance biochemical reactions, then the inherent value of human life is very low.  If evolution is true, then people can justifiably view themselves and others as no different or better than any other animal.
Our view of origins affects our concept of God and our interaction with Him.  If humans are an accidental by-product of biological mutations, it’s a strong argument against the existence of God.  If evolution is true, there is no standard of morality since our moral attitudes come from God.

In truth humans are the product of a special creation by a caring God who planned the universe, humans, and all other creatures.

The Christian perspective is that the universe and all forms of life were intentionally designed and created by God.

God, by definition, is unlimited in power, knowledge and insight.  There are no boundaries on what He can do or what process He chooses.  He could have formed the universe by any method, over any period of time He desired.  No “laws of nature” could impede His choices.

The Method (Genesis 1)

Day One (vv. 1-5) the origin of the four obvious dimensions:

1) “In the beginning” (time) When did time begin?  When electrons began their atomic movement, that was in the beginning.

2) “God created” (energy)

3) “the Heavens” (Heb. Shamayim—stretched out space)

4) “the earth” (matter) 
Day Two (vv. 6-8)

The firmament was formed.  Some think this was a “canopy” of water vapor shielding the earth.  This would likely produce a greenhouse effect, causing a tropical like climate over the entire planet.  It would also protect the earth from cosmic radiation.  Venus has a “canopy” of gases surrounding that planet as does one of Saturn’s moons (Titan).

Day Three (vv. 9-13)
The waters were gathered into one place.  In 1912, Alfred Wagner proposed the idea of continental drift.  For fifty years, scientists scoffed at the idea.  Today it is approved and called the study of the earth’s tectonic plates.

Modern scientists, of course, start the process 20 million years ago and have a slow drift.  The Bible version of the event could be in Genesis 10:25, “And unto Eber were born two sons:  the name of one was Peleg; for in his days was the earth divided . . .”

Grass, seed and fruit was formed.  Every growing thing is programmed to produce its own special seed.  Scientists can analyze and take apart the many chemical elements of the seed.  In all of its microscopic complexity, no one can build a synthetic seed.

Imagine a factory converting raw dirt, water and sunshine into useful and edible products.  It all happens in the most efficient manufacturing system imaginable, without even a whisper of noise.  And yet some claim this is all an accident with no intelligent planning behind it.

Day Four (vv. 14-19)

God had already created light (vs. 3).  The sun and moon were created as markers:
1) Signs (weather, navigation, testimony to God)

2) Seasons (it is the earth’s movement in relation to the sun and moon that determines the seasons of the calendar)

3) Days and years

Day Five (vv. 20-23)

God filled the earth with very specialized creatures.  Fish were appropriately designed for life under water and birds with all the unique features required for flight through the skies.

Day Six (vv. 24-31)

The sixth day marks the introduction of God’s most complex creatures.  With dry land for habitation and plants for food, the stage was set for creation of varieties of mammals, reptiles and other land dwellers.

God wrapped up His creative work by producing the first man and woman.  Humans were given dominion (subjugate or prevail over) over all other creatures.

Humans were made in the likeness of God.  In verses 26 & 27, four times it is stated man was made by a distinct creative act.  Four times it is also stated he was made in the image of God (cf. Genesis 5:1; 9:6).  If the physical constitution of man sometimes resembles that of animals (thinking of comparative anatomy), his personality is entirely another thing, God has given him:
· A Spirit—that can have fellowship with Him.
· A Mind—that can understand His works and His revelation.

· A Moral Conscience—that guides him in the good way.

· A Will—that permits him to use his liberty.

· A Heart—that is capable of loving his Creator.

When God placed Adam & Eve in the garden, He had “fellows” like unto Himself (created in His image) who could receive love from God and give love back.

Day Seven (3:1-3)

Seemingly as a way of marking and celebrating the events of creation, God reserved the seventh day as an interval for reflection and refreshment and as a model for humankind to follow in the future.

After the Creation of the world, God also sustains it.  2 Peter 3:7, “But the heavens and the earth, which are now, by the same word are kept in store, reserved unto fire against the day of judgment and perdition of ungodly men.”
“After his kind. . .”

This phrase is found ten times in the first chapter and refers to all living things (plants as well as animals).  In biological terms, a particular species is defined as those similar creatures that can reproduce offspring with one another.  From the context of Genesis, the term “kind” is closely equivalent to the biological term “species.”

· Among invertebrates (having no backbone or spinal column); protozoa, worms, snails, sponges, bees, etc. are the different species.

· Among the vertebrates; the fish, reptiles, amphibians and birds are clearly different species.

· Within reptiles; turtles, crocodiles and snakes are recognized as different species.

· Among mammals we have bats, rabbits, rats, dogs, cats, monkeys, chimpanzees, gorillas, etc. each of which can easily be assigned to different species.

Genesis makes it clear that each “kind” [each species] that has ever existed was created, and therefore lived together during the six days of creation.  On the seventh day, God “ended his work which he had made.”  This clearly indicates that no new species were forthcoming.
There is variation within “species.”  Within the cat family [Felis catus] there are Burmese cats, Persian cats, Siamese cats, short-haired cats and many others.
All human beings belong to one species [Homo sapiens].  There exists variation within the species such as Caucasians, Blacks, Orientals and Hispanics.  All these are distinctly human and very unique compared with any other species.

Surveys show that the majority of Americans believe that life and the universe were supernaturally created.  Yet some wish to hold on to selected views of evolution also.  As noted before the two views are mutually exclusive.

Charles Darwin, credited as the modern father of evolution clearly expressed his bias:

   “The Old Testament, from its manifestly false history of the earth, was no more to be trusted than the sacred books of the Hindoos [sic], or the beliefs of any barbarian.  The New Testament is a damnable doctrine.  [I can] hardly see how anyone ought to wish Christianity to be true” (From, The Autobiography of Charles Darwin).
