Character Studies
Cain & Abel (Part 2)

Genesis 4:8-17

8 And Cain talked with Abel his brother: and it came to pass, when they were in the field, that Cain rose up against Abel his brother, and slew him.

9 And the Lord said unto Cain, Where is Abel thy brother? And he said, I know not: Am I my brother's keeper?

10 And he said, What hast thou done? the voice of thy brother's blood crieth unto me from the ground.

11 And now art thou cursed from the earth, which hath opened her mouth to receive thy brother's blood from thy hand;

12 When thou tillest the ground, it shall not henceforth yield unto thee her strength; a fugitive and a vagabond shalt thou be in the earth.

13 And Cain said unto the Lord, My punishment is greater than I can bear.

14 Behold, thou hast driven me out this day from the face of the earth; and from thy face shall I be hid; and I shall be a fugitive and a vagabond in the earth; and it shall come to pass, that every one that findeth me shall slay me.

15 And the Lord said unto him, Therefore whosoever slayeth Cain, vengeance shall be taken on him sevenfold. And the Lord set a mark upon Cain, lest any finding him should kill him.

16 And Cain went out from the presence of the Lord, and dwelt in the land of Nod, on the east of Eden.

17 And Cain knew his wife; and she conceived, and bare Enoch: and he builded a city, and called the name of the city, after the name of his son, Enoch.

In the first seven verses of this chapter, Cain and Abel were born and in process of time they brought offerings to the Lord.  Abel’s offering was accepted and Cain’s was rejected.  Cain got mad and God informed him if he did well he would be accepted but if he didn’t do well sin waited at the door.
Cain didn’t do well because the eighth verse records he killed his brother.  The fifth verse says that Cain’s countenance “fell” and the eighth verse says he “rose up” against Abel his brother.  His countenance fell because he was angry that his brother’s offering was accepted while his was not.  That anger took hold of him and led him to the unspeakable act of slaying his brother.
Anger takes hold of people today and also causes us to do things we might not normally do.  Some anger is the “fit of rage” type that takes hold suddenly and causes all sorts of mayhem—then it leaves.  Other anger is long-held with someone holding a bitter attitude toward another/others and not letting that hostility go.  This second type of anger usually hurts the one holding it worse than whoever that bitterness is against.  No type of anger is good if there is damage accomplished.  Ephesians 4:26-27 says, “Be ye angry, and sin not:  let not the sun go down upon your wrath:  Neither give place to the devil.”  If anger is not controlled, the devil will get a foothold (a place) in your life.  That is what happened to Cain.
God confronted Cain and asked “Where is Abel thy brother?”  Adam and Eve tried to hide from God after their sin but when they were challenged they told the truth.  Cain compounded his problem and lied, “. . . I know not:  Am I my brother’s keeper (literally to hedge about—guard, protect)?”
Cain showed two problems he had:
1) Jealousy

James 4:1, “From whence come wars and fightings among you? come they not hence, even of your lusts that war in your members?”
1 John 3:11-12, “For this is the message that ye heard from the beginning, that we should love one another.  Not as Cain, who was of that wicked one, and slew his brother. And wherefore slew he him? Because his own works were evil, and his brother's righteous.”
2) He underestimated God
First, he thought God would be pleased with what he wanted to bring as an offering rather than what God had made known He wanted.  After he killed his brother, he lied about it as if the Lord wouldn’t know.  He did know, “What hast thou done? the voice of thy brother's blood crieth unto me from the ground.”  The words “unto me” carry much weight.  God cares about His creation and when that creation is harmed the Lord considers it a personal offense.  Sometimes sin can be hidden from people—but never from God.  Secret sin on earth is open scandal in heaven.
The New Testament says, “And to Jesus the mediator of the new covenant, and to the blood of sprinkling, that speaketh better things than that of Abel” (Hebrews 12:24).  The blood of Jesus is crying for mercy, “Father, forgive them.”  The blood of Abel was crying for justice.

Just as the serpent and the ground received curses from God, Cain received one too.  The curse was in two parts, “When thou tillest the ground, it shall not henceforth yield unto thee her strength.”  Cain would have trouble raising crops the rest of his life.  The original curse of thorns and thistles was already on the ground but now Cain would have an even harder time raising crops.  This affected his livelihood because his profession was a tiller of the ground (4:2).
The second part was, “A fugitive and a vagabond shalt thou be in the earth.”  When we use the word fugitive we mean someone running from the law.  The words fugitive (nuwa) and vagabond (nuwd) are closely related and refer to wandering.  What this means is that Cain’s life would be filled with instability and difficulty, “Good understanding giveth favour: but the way of transgressors is hard” (Proverbs 13:15).
Cain’s penalty was to be a fugitive and a vagabond but he was also afraid someone would kill him for what he had done.  In the early portions of the Old Testament justice was handled by families.  God then gave Israel the Law and other systems have come since that time.  What would have happened to Cain in modern times?  Would he have gotten the death penalty in modern courts?
The death penalty was instituted after the flood, “Whoso sheddeth man's blood, by man shall his blood be shed: for in the image of God made he man” (Genesis 9:6).

Under the Mosaic Law the death penalty was applied for:

Murder

Kidnapping

Homosexuality

Adultery/fornication

Witchcraft

False prophecy

In the United States today only murder calls for the death penalty and, indeed, a lot of people in our country look lightly on some of these offenses.  Obviously many people don’t even consider some of these to be offenses today but at one time God considered these serious matters—do you reckon He’s changed His mind?

Today in Oregon three principles apply:

Heinous—if a crime is shockingly evil the death penalty is applied.

Provocation—if there is seemingly no provocation for the crime.

Ongoing—if there have been multiple crimes, the death penalty is applied for the prevention of additional killings.
In Tennessee, 1st degree murder is the only crime where a judge or jury can sentence a defendant to death.  1st degree murder can be committed by:
1) Premeditated and intentional killing.

2) By killing another when committing a crime.

3) By killing another while throwing or placing a destructive device or bomb.

There are 14 aggravating circumstances plus mitigating factors.
Under the Mosaic Law, if a killing took place in a field it was considered premeditation because there would be no one close to hear or help the victim (Deuteronomy 22:25-27).

Another question is, if Cain hadn’t gotten the death penalty could he have received a parole from a modern parole board?  The first thing a parole board looks for is “contrition.”  A person must show he is remorseful for his crime(s).

“And Cain said unto the LORD, My punishment is greater than I can bear.”  Upon hearing his sentence, Cain began showing self-pity by complaining it was too much.  In Cain’s complaint, found in the 13th and 14th verses, there are seven personal pronouns.  There was no expression of regret or sorrow for what he had done—but sorrow for his punishment.
Lest anyone try to retaliate, the Bible says, “. . . And the LORD set a mark upon Cain, lest any finding him should kill him.”  The word for mark is “owth” and means “a sign.”  There have been many interpretations of this sign.  Joseph Smith, founder of the Mormons, interpreted the mark of Cain to be turning Cain’s skin, and that of his descendants, black.  Others think the mark was a sign of the cross.
Some think the sign was a mark on Cain himself like a tattoo.  Others think this was a special hairstyle or special clothing he wore.  One of the ancient rabbis said the sign was a dog that accompanied Cain on his wanderings.  The dog assured Cain of God’s protection and frightened would be attackers.  Whatever the mark was, God obviously gave a stern warning in some manner that He would deal severely with any other murderer.  The mark was a sign of protection for Cain so God demonstrated mercy even to Cain.

Another question that is sometimes asked is did Cain repent?  The Bible gives no record as to whether he did or not but the answer is—probably not.  When Cain is mentioned in the New Testament it is in the negative sense.  The book of Jude refers to false prophets by saying, “Woe unto them! for they have gone in the way of Cain . . .” (Jude 11).  John also makes reference to him, “For this is the message that ye heard from the beginning, that we should love one another.  Not as Cain, who was of that wicked one, and slew his brother. And wherefore slew he him? Because his own works were evil, and his brother's righteous” (1 John 3:11-12).  We don’t know for sure what happened to him because no one is beyond God’s grace, even the first murderer in history.
“And Cain knew his wife; and she conceived, and bare Enoch . . .”

Where Cain got his wife is another area in which many opinions are put forth including an alien from another planet.  Possible suggestions for where Cain got his wife include:
1) Cain married his sister, a younger daughter of Adam and Eve.

2) God created a wife for Cain as He did for Adam.

3) Cain married a woman from another family—a family not related to Adam.

According to the Bible, these last two suggestions couldn’t be true because, “And Adam called his wife’s name Eve; because she was the mother of all living” (Genesis 3:20).  There wouldn’t have been any other families on earth at that time or ever.  God didn’t make another special creation because the curse of death and the sin nature wouldn’t have fallen upon her because of the sin of Adam and the Bible states, “Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned . . . For as by one man’s disobedience many were made sinners, so by the obedience of one shall many be made righteous” (Romans 5:12, 19).
That leaves one alternative—Cain married a sister or other near relative.  This raises two more questions:  How many people were on earth at that time and if Cain married a sister wouldn’t that be incest?

According to the fifth chapter of Genesis, Adam had other sons and daughters besides Cain, Abel and Seth.  There have been different studies performed on population growth and some of the results are interesting.  The average recorded life spans from Adam to Noah were 912 years.  Since records weren’t given on every person, some assumptions have to be made which are:  the first child comes at age 50, child bearing years would be 500 and one child born every 5 years during child bearing years.  The results are:

Year
Reproducing
Children            Total



   Couples
   Born
         Population

           50               1                      1                     3

          100              1                     10                   12

          150              6                     30                    42

          200             21                   100                  142

          500         35,113            172,358            242,584
          750      17,268,444      84,762,338      119,299,368
          900     711,732,063   3,493,544,650  4,917,014,660

We don’t know when child-bearing years were nor do we know how often children were born to couples so, thusly; we don’t know how many offspring Adam and Eve had by the time Cain killed Abel.  We do know there were some people on earth, “Behold, thou hast driven me out this day from the face of the earth; and from thy face shall I be hid; and I shall be a fugitive and a vagabond in the earth; and it shall come to pass, that every one that findeth me shall slay me” (4:14).  There was someone alive that Cain was afraid of.

If Cain married a sister wouldn’t that be incest?  The answer is yes.  Incest is forbidden in most human societies on moral and legal grounds, the Mosaic Law also forbade incest.  The reasons are biological.  Incest preserves bad genetic factors.  After sin entered the world it affected even the genetic structure of humans.  Children of incest suffer from “inbreeding depression” (i.e. reproductive failures, poor health, deformities, and mental illness).  The genetic basis for this probability is that inherited mutant genes, producing such characteristics, are more likely to find expression in the children if both parents carry them.
There were no mutant genes in Adam and Eve because these had come directly from the creative hand of God.  No genetic harm could have resulted had Cain married a sister; it would have taken many generations before enough genetic mutations (harmful) could have accumulated in the human race to make such marriages of close relatives genetically harmful.

Cain may not have married his sister, he may have married a niece or other relative but at least two of Adam and Eve’s children had to marry each other.
