The Bible

(part 2)
Articles of Faith—Free Will Baptists

1. THE BIBLE. The Scriptures of the old and New Testaments were given by Inspiration of God, and are our infallible rule of faith and practice.

CHAPTER I (The Faith of the Free Will Baptists) 
The Holy Scriptures 
These are the Old and the New Testaments; they were written by holy men, inspired by the Holy Spirit, and are God's revealed word to man. They are a sufficient and infallible rule and guide to salvation and all Christian worship and service.

Since the Bible is the Word of God, it is without error in all matters upon which it speaks, whether history, geography, matters relating to science or any other subject.

APPENDIX TO CHAPTER I (The Faith of the Free Will Baptists)

Adopted July, 1979 

Free Will Baptists believe in the plenary, verbal inspiration of the Bible. By plenary we mean "full and complete." We hold that all parts of the Bible are inspired and that inspiration extends to all its subjects.  By verbal we mean that inspiration extends to the very words of the Scriptures, not just to the thoughts and ideas expressed by human authors.

We believe the Scriptures are infallible and inerrant.  The Bible is without error and trustworthy in all its teachings, including cosmogony, geology, astronomy, anthropology, history, chronology, etc., as well as in matters of faith and practice.  Being the very Word of God, it is God's final revelation and our absolute authority.

Free Will Baptists believe the Bible is “given by Inspiration of God,” and is “inspired by the Holy Spirit . . . God’s revealed word to man.”

2 Timothy 3:16, “All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness:”
2 Peter 1:20-21, “Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the scripture is of any private interpretation.  [21] For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.”

        Some words used to describe the inspiration of the Scripture are:

Plenary 

     This means full inspiration, which means that the entire Bible is inspired, not just parts.

Verbal inspiration 

     This means that inspiration extends to the words of the Bible themselves, not just the ideas.  The question is raised, how can a human author, recording his own thoughts and knowledge, be guided to write exactly what God directs him to write?  We can see in the different books in the Bible evidences of the different writers' personality and style.  However, we believe that God has guaranteed the reliability of each word of the Scripture, while not depriving the writers of their individuality.

Infallible 

     Which means the Bible is unfailingly accurate on any subject.

Inerrant 

     Which means the Bible does not contain any error as a statement of fact.  The Bible includes statements of people who were very wicked and even records the ideas and statements of Satan (e.g. Gen. 3:4).  Such parts are recorded in the Bible for our knowledge and instruction, and it is clear that God does not affirm the truth of such statements.

The men who wrote the Bible considered their message inspired by God.  There are some thirty-eight hundred instances of the use of phrases like “thus saith the Lord” in the Bible.  Paul claimed his writings were from the Lord, 1 Corinthians 14:37, “If any man think himself to be a prophet, or spiritual, let him acknowledge that the things that I write unto you are the commandments of the Lord.”  John also acknowledged his writings were inspired, 1 John 4:6, “We are of God:  he that knoweth God heareth us; he that is not of God heareth not us.  Hereby know we the spirit of truth, and the spirit of error.”
Others claimed their message was from the Lord:

Deuteronomy 1:3 “And it came to pass in the fortieth year, in the eleventh month, on the first day of the month, that Moses spake unto the children of Israel, according to all that the LORD had given him in commandment unto them;”
Isaiah 1:2 “Hear, O heavens, and give ear; for the LORD hath spoken, . . .”
6:8 “Also I heard the voice of the Lord, saying, Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?  Then said I, Here am I; send me.”
Jeremiah 1:1,2 “The words of Jeremiah the son of Hilkiah, . . .To whom the word of the LORD came,”

Ezra 1:1 “Now in the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, that the word of the LORD by the mouth of Jeremiah might be fulfilled.”
Ezekiel 1:3 “The word of the LORD came expressly unto Ezekiel the priest . . .”
Hosea 1:1 “The word of the LORD that came unto Hosea . . .”
Obadiah 1 “The vision of Obadiah. Thus saith the Lord GOD . . .”
Jonah 1:1 “Now the word of the LORD came unto Jonah . . .”
Micah 1:1 “The word of the LORD that came to Micah . . .”
Zephaniah 1:1 “The word of the LORD which came unto Zephaniah . . .”
Haggai 1:1 “. . .came the word of the LORD by Haggai the prophet . . .”
Zechariah 1:1 “. . .came the word of the LORD unto Zechariah . . .”
Malachi 1:1 “The burden of the word of the LORD to Israel by Malachi.”
     Jesus taught that the Old Testament was inspired.  In Luke 24:13-31, Jesus expounded to the two disciples on the road to Emmaus the Old Testament writings.  In the teaching of the rich man and Lazarus, Jesus said of the rich man's five brothers, "If they hear not Moses and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded, though one rose from the dead" (Luke 16:31).  The witness of the Scriptures, now as then, is more valuable than a resurrection testimony would be.  This was later proven at the resurrection of Lazarus (the brother of Mary and Martha).  The skeptics still doubted.  In John 10:33-39 Jesus quoted from Psalm 82:6 and said, "the Scripture cannot be broken".

     In the New Testament, Paul said of his writings:

Galatians 1:11, 12 “But I certify to you, brethren, that the gospel which was preached of me is not after man. For I neither received it of man, neither was I taught it, but by revelation of Jesus Christ.”
I Corinthians 2:13 “Which things also we speak, not in words which man's wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost teacheth; . . .”
     Peter wrote of himself:

2 Peter 3:2 “That ye may be mindful of the words which were spoken before by the holy prophets, and of the commandment of us the apostles of the Lord and Saviour.”
       John wrote of himself:

Revelation 1:1 “The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave unto him, to shew unto his servants things which must shortly come to pass; and he sent and signified it by his angel unto his servant John . . .”
     Peter wrote concerning Paul:

2 Peter 3:15 “And account that the longsuffering of our Lord is salvation; even as our beloved brother Paul also according to the wisdom given him hath written unto you;”
     Jude wrote in the 17th verse of his book:

“But, beloved, remember ye the words which were spoken before of the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ;" and then quotes 2 Peter 3:3.

     Paul wrote to Timothy:

1 Timothy 5:18 “For the Scripture saith, thou shalt not muzzle the ox that treadeth the corn, and the laborer of worthy of his reward.”  The first quote is from Deut. 25:4, the second from Luke 10:7; he calls both "Scripture".
     One of the strongest evidences for the inspiration of the Bible is fulfilled prophecy.  Some Old Testament prophecies were:

Genesis 15:13   Abraham was told his seed would be slaves in a foreign land for four hundred years.

I Kings 13:2     Jeroboam was told that a descendant of David, Josiah by name, would defile his altar.

Isaiah 44:26      Isaiah prophesied 200 years beforehand that Cyrus would release the Jews from captivity.

Daniel 11:2, 4   Daniel prophesied the rise of Alexander the Great and the division of his empire among four successors not his sons.  Later in this chapter (vv 21-32) Daniel prophesied the wars of the kings of 
Syria against the Ptolemies, kings of Egypt until the rise of Antiochus Epiphanes in 165 B.C.
The twenty-sixth chapter of Ezekiel contains an interesting prophecy.  During Ezekiel’s time, Tyre was a mighty city, so strong that Sennacherib of Assyria failed to conquer it after a thirteen year war.  Tyre was made up of two parts, a mainland port city and an island city half a mile off shore.  The 26th chapter of Ezekiel predicts that Tyre will be destroyed by Nebuchadnezzar, many nations would fight against her, the debris of the city would be thrown into the ocean, the city would never be found again and fishermen would come there to lay their nets.

Ezekiel 26:3-5, 7, 12, 14 “Therefore thus saith the Lord God; Behold, I am against thee, O Tyrus, and will cause many nations to come up against thee, as the sea causeth his waves to come up.  [4] And they shall destroy the walls of Tyrus, and break down her towers: I will also scrape her dust from her, and make her like the top of a rock.  [5] It shall be a place for the spreading of nets in the midst of the sea: for I have spoken it, saith the Lord God: and it shall become a spoil to the nations . . . [7] For thus saith the Lord God; Behold, I will bring upon Tyrus Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon, a king of kings, from the north, with horses, and with chariots, and with horsemen, and companies, and much people . . . [12] And they shall make a spoil of thy riches, and make a prey of thy merchandise: and they shall break down thy walls, and destroy thy pleasant houses: and they shall lay thy stones and thy timber and thy dust in the midst of the water . . . [14] And I will make thee like the top of a rock: thou shalt be a place to spread nets upon; thou shalt be built no more: for I the Lord have spoken it, saith the Lord God.”
In B.C. 573, Nebuchadnezzar destroyed the mainland city of Tyre.  Many of the refugees fled to the island city of Tyre and the city remained a powerful city.  In B.C. 333, Alexander the Great laid siege to the island city.  He used the rubble of mainland Tyre to build a causeway to the island and conquered it.  The city was completely destroyed in the thirteenth century A.D. by the Moslems who captured it from the Crusaders.  Today, all that remains of the mighty city are parts of the causeway, which fishermen use to dry their nets.

     All these prophecies were literally fulfilled along with many more in the Old Testament.  Bible prophecies are not the general speaking or double-tongued predictions made today or like those of the ancient peoples.  Some claim many of the prophecies of Nostradamus to have come true.  His writings are at best vague and his symbols and language could refer to any number of events.  The Hebrew prophets, on the other hand, made clear predictions often giving names and dates.  They did this because they had illumination from God.

Other strong evidences for the reliability of the Bible can be found in archeological discoveries.  In the fourteenth chapter of Genesis, the Bible speaks of Abraham’s victory over Chedorlaomer and five Mesopotamian kings.  For years, the critics said that these accounts were fictitious and many people discredited the Bible.  The discovery of the Ebla tablets in northern Syria in the 1970s has proven the Biblical accounts of the patriarchs to be true.  These clay tablets were written around B.C. 2300 and many of these tablets make reference to all five cities of the plain proving the account of Genesis 14 true.  Also the name Canaan is found on these tablets, a name critics once said was not used at the time recorded in the early chapters of the Bible.

Critics have also said there was no Assyrian king named Sargon as recorded in Isaiah 20:1.  James Orr commented in 1906, “Ancient writers knew nothing of him.  He was a mystery:  some did not hesitate to deny that he ever existed.”  That is until 1842 when French archaeologist Paul-Emile Botta discovered Sargon’s palace in Khorsabad, Iraq.  The very event mentioned in Isaiah 20, his capture of Ashdod, was recorded on the palace walls.

Many archaeological discoveries have also been made that confirm places of the New Testament such as:  the well of Jacob where Jesus spoke to the Samaritan woman, the pool of Bethesda where Jesus healed a crippled man, a stone in the Roman theater at Caesarea inscribed with the name of Pilate and the theater at Ephesus where the riot of silversmiths occurred.

     Another question that arises is should the Bible be taken literally or figuratively?  God has used different literary forms in composing the Bible:

Parable 

     This is a short story teaching a spiritual truth (Matt. 13:10-13). 

Metaphor 

     This is a figure of speech in which one thing is likened to another.  In John 15:1 Jesus said, "I am the true vine."  Obviously this didn't mean He was a vine, but He could be compared to one.
Psalm 18:2, “The LORD is my rock, and my fortress, and my deliverer; my God, my strength, in whom I will trust; my buckler, and the horn of my salvation, and my high tower.”  The Lord is not a literal high tower, nor a literal rock; He resembles the strength of a rock and the security of a high tower.
Simile 

     A figure of speech in which two dissimilar things are compared by use of like, as, etc. "And the sight of the glory of the LORD was like devouring fire on the top of the mount" (Exod. 24:17).

     When the Bible uses these types of passages it is generally not hard to distinguish between figurative language and literal language.  Usually, there are clues in the context of the passage when figurative language is used, such as, the dragon spoken of in Revelation 12:4, 5, 7 is identified in 12:9.  The best rule for interpreting the Bible is, when the literal sense makes good sense; seek no other sense lest you come up with nonsense.  God hasn't shrouded His word in mysteries so that only the highly skilled or highly trained can understand.  He has given it to us that we might benefit from it and learn of Him.
Hermeneutics:  the art or science of interpreting literature [the Bible].

The phrase “science of interpreting scripture” has won hermeneutics both a lot of praise and a lot of criticism in our modern world.  Some churches and theologians wish to be considered traditional and hold the doctrine of inerrancy of Scripture while at the same time staying in tune with contemporary ideas.  This group says the Bible is without errors but only because it doesn’t mean what it says.  Hermeneutics can help them “interpret” the Scripture to say anything they wish it to.

Another group doesn’t like the word because other people are using hermeneutics to satisfy their own standards.  Interpreting the Bible doesn’t mean to try and find a way to get the Scripture to say what we want it to.  Rather it means to try to understand God’s message to us as clearly as possible.

Some modern people place too much emphasis upon methods for interpretation.  One theologian who was an enthusiast for hermeneutics said, “It must be conceded that an ignorant Christian is no match for a learned unbeliever.”  This is certainly not true because the very first requirement for understanding the Bible is the guidance of the Holy Spirit, 1 Corinthians 2:14, “But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God:  for they are foolishness unto him:  neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned.”
While this is done with the guidance of the Holy Spirit, there are some principles that can be set forth to follow:

“Authorial intent” This first principle flies in the face of much modern interpretation.  No reader has the right to impose his own ideas on the text.  The only true meaning is what the author himself intended.
“The single sense” The basic meaning of a passage is the single sense evident to any reader who takes the common meaning of the words written in the form they are written.  We need not await a mystical revelation of a deeper understanding of Scripture that would be hidden to ordinary readers.  No larger meaning may be inferred that distorts what the words actually say.
"The purpose of the Bible as a whole” In interpreting the Bible, every text must be taken in light of the total content of Scripture.  The Bible does not contradict itself.

"The particular message of each book of the Bible” The interpretation of Scripture must always take into consideration the purpose of the book of which it is part.  A study of Ecclesiastes is, accordingly, quite different than a study of the book of Revelation or the book of Joshua.  Interpretation must be in keeping with the purpose of the book.

"The context” One of the most important considerations in the exposition of any text is to consider the immediate context.  Often this gives the clue to what was intended in the particular verse.  Scripture which precedes and follows any given verse helps the reader understand the verse itself.  The context may clarify a passage that, taken alone, may otherwise be obscure.
"Similar teachings elsewhere in the Word of God” Because the Bible cannot contradict itself, when a theological statement is made in one verse it should be harmonized with any other similar statement elsewhere.  Often books compliment each other, for instance, the Book of Revelation often depends upon the Book of Daniel for its interpretation.

“Prejudice” While it is proper for any interpreter of Scripture to approach a passage with theological convictions arising from a study of the entire Bible, care should be taken not to twist a text into what it does not say in order to harmonize it with preconceived notions.

     Also, it is the function of the Bible to interpret experience, rather than the function of experience to interpret the Bible.  Every experience that is wrought of God will be found to be according to Scripture.

