The Bible

For a person to be saved the first belief that person must have is that God exists.  This is stated in Hebrews 11:6, “But without faith it is impossible to please him [God]: for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him.”
The second belief a person must have is that God can be found.  We can find evidence of the existence of God by looking around us at the creation and even in our own minds in that we seek knowledge of Him.  The knowledge of God has to come from somewhere beyond ourselves, thus God has given that instruction in the Bible.

The stated belief of Free Will Baptists is:

Articles of Faith—Free Will Baptists

1. THE BIBLE. The Scriptures of the old and New Testaments were given by Inspiration of God, and are our infallible rule of faith and practice.
CHAPTER I (The Faith of the Free Will Baptists) 
The Holy Scriptures 
These are the Old and the New Testaments; they were written by holy men, inspired by the Holy Spirit, and are God's revealed word to man. They are a sufficient and infallible rule and guide to salvation and all Christian worship and service.

Since the Bible is the Word of God, it is without error in all matters upon which it speaks, whether history, geography, matters relating to science or any other subject.

Hebrews 4:12 “For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.”
The Faith of the Free Will Baptists states the Scriptures “are a sufficient and infallible rule and guide to salvation and all Christian worship and service.”  The word “sufficient” means the Bible is the only guide we need; it is our source of authority.  The Merriam-Webster Dictionary defines authority as “power to influence or command thought, opinion or behavior.”  Free Will Baptists believe the Bible is our “rule of faith and practice,” meaning the Scriptures are our guide in all spiritual matters and in our daily living.

According to Grudem’s Systematic Theology, authority of Scripture means, “The idea that all the words in Scripture are God's words in such a way that to disbelieve or disobey any word of Scripture is to disbelieve or disobey God.”

There are people and groups who make other books or ideas equal with the Bible.  For instance, the Pharisees and Sadducees during the time of Christ’s ministry on earth made their traditions on a par with (and sometimes superior to) the Scriptures.  Jesus declared to them, they were, “Making the word of God of none effect through your tradition, which ye have delivered: and many such like things do ye” (Mark 7:13).

Proverbs 30:5-6 states, “Every word of God is pure: he is a shield unto them that put their trust in him.  [6] Add thou not unto his words, lest he reprove thee, and thou be found a liar.”  The Bible alone is the inspired Word of God and is the only source of authority we have for our faith.

The word Bible comes from the Latin word “biblia.”  The original word came from a Greek term used to describe the paper or scrolls from Egypt (Byblos).  The Greek Jews used the phrase “ta biblia” (the books) to refer to the Septuagint (a translation of the Old Testament from Hebrew to Greek).  As early as the second century A.D. the Christian scriptures were referred to as “ta biblia ta hagia” meaning the holy books.  The Latin term was derived from the Greek but was singular, the book as opposed to the books.  The Latin phrase “biblia sacra” (holy book) was then transferred to the English as Holy Bible.

The Bible consists of 66 different books by some 40 different authors written over a period of more than 1,500 years in three different languages on 3 continents.  Concerning the age of the Book, it is known that Moses began his writings approximately 1,500 B.C.; John finished his writings around 90 A.D. which would place the complete writings from 1,500 to 1,600 years.

Jeremiah and probably Moses wrote from Egypt (Africa), Paul wrote from a prison in Rome as well as from the city of Corinth both in Europe and remainder of the books were written in Asia.  The three languages used were Hebrew and Aramaic (Old Testament) and Greek (New Testament).
The writers of the Bible came from different occupations with different educational levels.  Moses was educated in Egypt, Solomon was a King, Peter was a fisherman, Luke a physician, Amos a shepherd, and yet its spiritual teachings are consistent and there are no contradictions between the books.  The entire Bible points to one person, Jesus Christ and to one subject redemption from sin.

The terms Old Testament and New Testament are used to distinguish the Jewish and the Christian Scriptures.  The Old Testament has thirty-nine books.  These are divided into five categories:  the Pentateuch (the five books of Moses) includes the account of the creation of the world as well as the early history of Israel; the books of history include the works from Joshua through Esther; the books of poetry include Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes and Song of Solomon; the four major prophets including the Lamentations of Jeremiah and the twelve minor prophets.

The New Testament has twenty-seven books divided into the four gospels; the history of the early church (Acts); the fourteen epistles of Paul; the seven general epistles and one book of prophecy (Revelation).
The process of putting the different books of Scripture into one complete whole is referred to as forming the canon of Scripture.  The word canon means a rod or rule so the word applied to the Bible means these are the books that are divinely inspired and belong in the Bible.  The Old Testament canon was assembled by the Jews and was completed before 132 B.C. when the Septuagint was completed.  Some of the New Testament books were recognized as inspired early on; for instance, Paul considered Luke’s writings to have the same authority as the Old Testament (1 Timothy 5:18, cp. Deuteronomy 25:4 and Luke 10:7).  Peter recognized Paul’s writings as Scripture (2 Peter 3:15-16).  The early church fathers such as Ignatius, Polycarp and Irenaeus mentioned certain books as inspired.  The first canon of the Bible was the Muratorian Canon that was compiled between A.D. 170 and 210.  That canon included all the New Testament books except Hebrews, James and 3 John.  By A.D. 363 all twenty-seven books of the New Testament were included in the canon of the Council of Laodicea.

There have been many translations of the Bible.  The first one was the translation of the Old Testament from the Hebrew and Aramaic to Greek around B.C. 270 to 150 called the Septuagint.  In A.D. 382 St. Jerome was commissioned to translate the Bible into Latin (the language of the Roman Empire), this was completed around 405 and was known as the Vulgate.  In the thirteenth century Archbishop Stephen Langton is credited with dividing the Bible into the chapter sections we have today.  In 1382 John Wycliffe translated the Vulgate version (Latin) into English; this was the first English version of the Bible.  Gutenberg invented the printing press in 1455 and then the Bible could be mass printed rather than individually hand written.  Between 1526 and 1530 William Tyndale had his translations of the New Testament and the five books of Moses printed.  In 1535 Miles Coverdale’s translation was the first complete Bible to be printed in English.  In 1551 Robert Stephens made the division of the Bible into the verses we have today.  The Geneva Bible was the first English Bible to add verses to the chapters and was printed in 1560.  In 1611 the King James Version was printed and originally contained the books of the Apocrypha but those were removed in 1782.  The first major revision in English of the King James Bible was released in 1885 and was called the Revised Version.  The second major revision was printed in 1901 and was called the American Standard Version.  There have been numerous “versions” of the Bible printed in recent years, from the Revised Standard Version in 1952 to the New International Version (NIV) in 1973 to the New King James Version (NKJV) in 1982.  I have searched for an exact number of present day English versions but have not been able to come up with even an estimate, suffice it to say there are many.

APPENDIX TO CHAPTER I (The Faith of the Free Will Baptists)

Adopted July, 1979 

Free Will Baptists believe in the plenary, verbal inspiration of the Bible. By plenary we mean "full and complete." We hold that all parts of the Bible are inspired and that inspiration extends to all its subjects.  By verbal we mean that inspiration extends to the very words of the Scriptures, not just to the thoughts and ideas expressed by human authors.

We believe the Scriptures are infallible and inerrant.  The Bible is without error and trustworthy in all its teachings, including cosmogony, geology, astronomy, anthropology, history, chronology, etc., as well as in matters of faith and practice.  Being the very Word of God, it is God's final revelation and our absolute authority.

A person's view of inspiration of the Bible (inspired of God) is the foundation of his interpretation of the Bible.  Francis Schaeffer has written, "God is there and He is not silent.”  It is reasonable to conclude that an infinite God would seek to reveal Himself to His creatures.  It is also necessary that God reveal Himself to fulfill His purpose in creation.  God has chosen three ways to reveal Himself:

1. Revelation by Creation: Romans 1:19,20  "Because that which may be known of God is manifest in them; for God hath showed it unto them. For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so that they are without excuse."

In creation itself God has revealed Himself through that creation (vs.20) and through our God-given abilities to understand and interpret this revelation (vs. 19), that we can be held accountable for knowing that God exists.  The word in vs. 20 for "Godhead” means “divinity, that which shows God to be God.”  So, we are accountable for knowing not only that there is a God, but also we are accountable for knowing who God is (i.e. that He is divine and is to be worshipped).

While this revelation is sufficient to hold the world accountable for worshipping God, it does not reveal a way in which fallen man can be reconciled to God.

2. Revelation by Christ: John 14:9, “. . He that hath seen me hath seen the Father.”  Paul wrote to Timothy “. . .God was manifest in the flesh” (1 Tim. 3:16).  The incarnation (the act of the Son of God assuming a human body and human nature) of Jesus was the fullest discourse of the love of God, His holiness and His grace to mankind.  Jesus came to reveal God to us in terms we could understand.

3. Revelation by the Scriptures: The written word of God reveals to us God's purposes for mankind.  From the Bible we can understand all we need to know concerning ourselves, our relationship to God, and the way we can be reconciled to God.

A person's concept of God and of the authority of the Scriptures will stand or fall together.  The smaller a person's concept of God, the less will be their view of the divine inspiration of the Bible.  A person who sees God as being a remote personality or being will tend to view the Scriptures as less than the infallible word of God because they see Him as being too disinterested to give much of a revelation of Himself to us.  On the other hand, a person who views God as a personal, loving God who would have us know Him see the Scriptures as more of a direct message from God.

The question of the extent of inspiration is an important issue in religious circles today.  Until approximately one hundred years ago the Christian Church had always viewed the Bible as the written word of God.  In ever increasing numbers preachers and churches, even in mainstream evangelical denominations are questioning the inspiration of the Bible.

There are several false views of the inspiration of the Bible being taught in today’s world.  Some say the writer’s of the Bible were no more than other human authors, they were just very intelligent on spiritual matters and made good suggestions.  Others say that God gave an idea or concept to the writers and they wrote this concept in their own words, thus, again, the Bible could contain errors.  The Apostle Paul rebuked this theory, 1 Thessalonians 2:13, “For this cause also thank we God without ceasing, because, when ye received the word of God which ye heard of us, ye received it not as the word of men, but as it is in truth, the word of God, which effectually worketh also in you that believe.”
A common misconception being taught is called “partial or dynamic inspiration.”  This view teaches that the parts of the Bible that deal with spiritual matters are correct while the areas covering science, history and chronology may contain errors.  Free Will Baptists obviously reject this theory because the Appendix to Chapter 1 says, “The Bible is without error and trustworthy in all its teachings, including cosmogony, geology, astronomy, anthropology, history, chronology, etc., as well as in matters of faith and practice.”  Some people defend the theory of partial inspiration by saying the Bible is not a science textbook or a history textbook and so forth.  While it is true that the main subjects of the Bible are not science, history, astronomy, etc. the Bible is always correct when it touches upon any subject.

The next lesson will continue with the inspiration of the Bible.
