Character Studies

Adam & Eve

The Fall

Genesis 3

Genesis 3 is a very important chapter in the Bible.  It records the entrance of sin into the human race.  It tells the consequences of sin not only for Adam and Eve but for their descendants as well.  It also gives the first indication of God’s remedy for sin with a glimpse of the future Messiah.

The Fall
1 Now the serpent was more subtil than any beast of the field which the Lord God had made. And he said unto the woman, Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden?

2 And the woman said unto the serpent, We may eat of the fruit of the trees of the garden:

3 But of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God hath said, Ye shall not eat of it, neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die.

4 And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely die:

5 For God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil.

6 And when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be desired to make one wise, she took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave also unto her husband with her; and he did eat.

7 And the eyes of them both were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together, and made themselves aprons.

There is no doubt as to the identity of the serpent because the last book of the Bible clearly reveals him in two places.
Revelation 12:9, “And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the whole world: he was cast out into the earth, and his angels were cast out with him.”

Revelation 20:1-2, “And I saw an angel come down from heaven, having the key of the bottomless pit and a great chain in his hand.

2 And he laid hold on the dragon, that old serpent, which is the Devil, and Satan, and bound him a thousand years,”

Satan’s initial contact with Eve was to question her knowledge of God’s word, “Yea, hath God said.”  As we soon find out, it is essential to know exactly what God has said.  A person’s knowledge of the Word of God should not be second hand.  Each person should read the Bible themselves and then listen to preachers, teachers, commentators, etc. for further insight.  Don’t let the only contact you have with the Bible be listening to someone else.
In the second and third verses we see that the woman mishandles the word of God.  The instruction concerning the tree of the knowledge of good and evil was given in the second chapter:
Genesis 2:16-17, “And the Lord God commanded the man, saying, Of every tree of the garden thou mayest freely eat:
17 But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.”
That instruction said nothing about touching the tree.  It is possible that God could have given that instruction to the couple and it just wasn’t recorded but it seems more likely that Eve was the first to add something to the Word of God.  Perhaps she thought that since they were not to eat of the fruit of the tree it would be best to avoid it entirely.  This is something akin to the Jews who took the commandment of not taking the name of the Lord God in vain so seriously they wouldn’t say the name at all.  At times it may be best for us if we entirely avoid something that could lead us to sin—but we shouldn’t make it the command of the Lord for ourselves and others if the Bible doesn’t say so.
The fourth and fifth verses give the serpent’s answer to the woman.  “Ye shall not surely die” is a direct contradiction of God’s word “. . . thou shalt surely die.”  This is the first outright lie recorded in the Bible and came from the source of lies, “Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye will do. He was a murderer from the beginning, and abode not in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and the father of it” (John 8 44).
Satan then goes on to promise the woman something that is prevalent in today’s world, “. . . Ye shall be as gods.”  He has deceived people down through the ages with the very same lie he told himself:
Isaiah 14:13-14, “For thou hast said in thine heart, I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of God: I will sit also upon the mount of the congregation, in the sides of the north:
14 I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will be like the most High.”
The word to Satan was, “Yet thou shalt be brought down to hell, to the sides of the pit” (Isaiah 14:15).  That is the same message given to those who will not accept Christ as their Savior.

The serpent did make one statement to the woman that was true, she would know good and evil.  Again she was deceived because that knowledge was promised as a good thing and it turned out to be bad.
The sixth verse follows closely to John’s description of the world, “For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world” (1 John 2:16).
“And when the woman saw that the tree was good for food,” – Lust of the flesh
“And that it was pleasant to the eyes,” – Lust of the eyes
“And a tree to be desired to make one wise,” – Pride of life
The world’s system of ungodliness, sin and disobedience is based on self and had it’s beginning in the garden in Eden.
Eve was deceived into eating the fruit but Adam was not, “And Adam was not deceived, but the woman being deceived was in the transgression” (1 Timothy 2:14).  The blame for the fall was placed on Adam, “For as in Adam all die . . .” (1 Corinthians 15:22), because he willingly took the fruit knowing what he was doing.
(vs. 7) “And the eyes of them both were opened . . .”
The Hebrew word for eyes is “ayin” and means the “eye” but also is translated in the KJV as “knowledge.”  The word for opened is “paqach” and means “to be observant” meaning to open the senses.  Whereas they were naked and not ashamed during their innocence, now this nakedness brought a sense of shame and embarrassment.  Like many today, they tried their own means to cover their guilt.
8 And they heard the voice of the Lord God walking in the garden in the cool of the day: and Adam and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God amongst the trees of the garden.

9 And the Lord God called unto Adam, and said unto him, Where art thou?

10 And he said, I heard thy voice in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself.

11 And he said, Who told thee that thou wast naked? Hast thou eaten of the tree, whereof I commanded thee that thou shouldest not eat?

12 And the man said, The woman whom thou gavest to be with me, she gave me of the tree, and I did eat.

13 And the Lord God said unto the woman, What is this that thou hast done? And the woman said, The serpent beguiled me, and I did eat.

Although Adam and Eve didn’t die physically when they ate of the fruit, they died spiritually.  Their fellowship with God was ruined because they didn’t want to face Him to answer for what they had done.  Before this, man had complete fellowship with God and now it was broken.  Mankind has never regained that complete relationship with God, but it will happen one day, “And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and he will dwell with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, and be their God” (Revelation 21:3).

The Lord God called and asked Adam where he was.  This obviously wasn’t because God couldn’t find them because they were so well hidden, “Can any hide himself in secret places that I shall not see him? saith the Lord. Do not I fill heaven and earth? saith the Lord” (Jeremiah 23:24).  He was asking this to give Adam the chance to come forward and admit his sin.
Adam said he was afraid because he was naked.  That knowledge of good and evil was showing because no one had to tell them they were naked and to be ashamed.  No one had to tell Adam to be afraid and to hide because God asked “Who told thee that thou wast naked?”  Then God asked if he had eaten of the tree.
Another thing Adam didn’t have to be taught was how to blame someone else for his failure.  In the same sentence, Adam blamed Eve “. . . she gave me” and also pointed a finger at God “The woman whom thou gavest to be with me.”
The woman learned quickly and passed the blame on to Satan, “The serpent beguiled (deceived) me.”  It seems this quickly became part of the sin nature because even children will attempt to blame someone else for their actions if someone is handy.

The Results of the Fall
14 And the Lord God said unto the serpent, Because thou hast done this, thou art cursed above all cattle, and above every beast of the field; upon thy belly shalt thou go, and dust shalt thou eat all the days of thy life:

15 And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel.

16 Unto the woman he said, I will greatly multiply thy sorrow and thy conception; in sorrow thou shalt bring forth children; and thy desire shall be to thy husband, and he shall rule over thee.

17 And unto Adam he said, Because thou hast hearkened unto the voice of thy wife, and hast eaten of the tree, of which I commanded thee, saying, Thou shalt not eat of it: cursed is the ground for thy sake; in sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the days of thy life;

18 Thorns also and thistles shall it bring forth to thee; and thou shalt eat the herb of the field;

19 In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou return unto the ground; for out of it wast thou taken: for dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return.

20 And Adam called his wife's name Eve; because she was the mother of all living.

21 Unto Adam also and to his wife did the Lord God make coats of skins, and clothed them.

22 And the Lord God said, Behold, the man is become as one of us, to know good and evil: and now, lest he put forth his hand, and take also of the tree of life, and eat, and live for ever:

23 Therefore the Lord God sent him forth from the garden of Eden, to till the ground from whence he was taken.

24 So he drove out the man; and he placed at the east of the garden of Eden Cherubims, and a flaming sword which turned every way, to keep the way of the tree of life.

Because of the fall, curses were pronounced on the serpent, the woman, the man and the ground itself.

The serpent was used as a method for Satan to tempt the woman but a curse was pronounced upon the serpent.  It was made to slither upon its belly from that point forward.  It seems as if the serpent somehow stood upright before these events.
Included in this curse was one upon Satan.  Enmity would be placed between him and the woman.  The word for enmity is “eybah” and means “hostility or hatred.”  Satan had hoped to have Adam and Eve as allies with him in his rebellion against God.  Now, rather than those two entities pitted against the Lord, there are three separate parties with Satan being at enmity against both man and God.
The first prophetic mention of God’s plan of redemption is given.  From the very first, when Adam sinned, the Lord already had a plan of reconciliation.  The seed of the woman is Christ.  All people are descendants of Adam and Eve and all are born with a sin nature (Psalm 51:5).  Because Christ was conceived of the Holy Ghost (seed of the woman not the seed of the man), He was sinless because only a sinless Savior could offer the perfect sacrifice for our sins.
The serpent would bruise the heel of the seed of the woman.  That happened when Jesus died on the cross.  A bruise to the heel is a temporary setback but a bruised head is fatal.  The seed of the woman bruised the head of Satan when Jesus rose from the grave, “Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, he also himself likewise took part of the same; that through death he might destroy him that had the power of death, that is, the devil” (Hebrews 2:14).
The curse on the woman concerned childbirth.  The two words for sorrow in the sixteenth verse are from the same root word and mean labor or pain.  Before the fall, childbearing would have been easy for the woman but after the fall pain would accompany it.
The second portion of the sixteenth verse, “. . . and thy desire shall be to thy husband, and he shall rule over thee” has been widely misunderstood.  I’m not saying that I have the correct interpretation but the Lord spoke similar words to Cain concerning sin, “. . . And unto thee shall be his desire, and thou shalt rule over him” (Genesis 4:7).  This certainly didn’t mean that Cain would rule over sin because the next verse (4:8) records him killing his brother Abel.  The message to Cain was that sin desired to rule over him but Cain wasn’t to let it.  The message to the woman seems to be that she would desire to rule over her husband but the man wasn’t to let her do it.
Unto Adam, the Lord said, “. . . cursed is the ground for thy sake.”  The word for ground is the same word used for earth so the curse extended to the whole earth.  Thorns and thistles would now come out of the ground to make cultivating and harvesting food more difficult.  This curse also extended to the animal kingdom because now many animals would become predators and carnivores where beforehand they were peaceful.
This was for Adam’s sake.  The curse of death benefited mankind because by that curse Christ could take death upon Himself and pay the penalty for sin for us, “For Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, that he might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh, but quickened by the Spirit” (1 Peter 3:18).  When Christ was crucified, a crown of thorns was placed on His head (Matthew 27:29; Mark 15:17; John 19:2, 5).  Those thorns represented the curse placed on the earth that Christ was paying the redemption for.
Adam was to exist by the sweat of his face trying to put bread in the mouths of his family.  This was to be the case until he returned to the ground.  On the day Adam ate of the fruit of the tree spiritual death occurred.  Adam and Eve were created to physically live forever but on that day their bodies began the slow deterioration process that led to physical death.  Mankind would now live for a short time on earth and then return to the dust of the earth.
Adam then called his wife’s name Eve which means “life or life-giver” because she was the mother of all living.  Eve is mentioned by that name only four times in the Bible (Genesis 3:20; 4:1; 2 Corinthians 11:3; 1 Timothy 2:13).
The first mention of innocent blood shed to cover sin occurs in the twenty-first verse.  The Lord made coats of skins to cloth the couple.  In the Old Testament system, there were numerous sheep, oxen and other animals sacrificed at the altars of the tabernacle and the temple as sacrifices for the sins of the people.  In the New Testament, the Lamb of God was slain as the ultimate sacrifice for sin.  The animals were always a temporary covering for sin but the blood of Christ is a full and complete redemption for those who accept it.
The Lord then drove the couple from the garden in Eden lest they eat of the tree of life and live forever.  Had they eaten of the tree they would have lived on but they still had the curse of sin on them.  Their bodies would still have broken down and eternal life wouldn’t have been a blessing for them.  God had already planned a better way for mankind in which man could be redeemed and given an eternal life that would be a blessing.
The account given in this chapter is very important to the Christian faith.  As stated in the last lesson, there are people who say this account is fiction but that doesn’t affect the spiritual aspects of the Bible.  The New Testament doesn’t agree with that view at all.  Twice in the epistles Adam is contrasted with Jesus and both directly apply to spiritual issues.
1 Corinthians 15:20-22, “But now is Christ risen from the dead, and become the firstfruits of them that slept.
21 For since by man came death, by man came also the resurrection of the dead.
22 For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive.”
The death brought by Adam is contrasted here with the resurrection brought by Christ.  The resurrection of Jesus was a literal rising from death, “Mary Magdalene came and told the disciples that she had seen the Lord, and that he had spoken these things unto her.  [19] Then the same day at evening, being the first day of the week, when the doors were shut where the disciples were assembled for fear of the Jews, came Jesus and stood in the midst, and saith unto them, Peace be unto you” (John 20:18-19).  The death brought by Adam was also seen as literal, “For as in Adam all die.”  There is nothing in the passage to suggest Adam’s death was figurative and Christ’s resurrection was literal—both are spoken of in the same manner.

Romans 5:12, “Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned:”
Romans 5:17-19, “For if by one man's offence death reigned by one; much more they which receive abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness shall reign in life by one, Jesus Christ.)

18 Therefore as by the offence of one judgment came upon all men to condemnation; even so by the righteousness of one the free gift came upon all men unto justification of life.
19 For as by one man's disobedience many were made sinners, so by the obedience of one shall many be made righteous.”
These verses clearly state that by Adam’s disobedience we were made sinners (all have sinned) and that by Christ’s obedience shall many be made righteous (those who believe).  In Christian belief these two cannot be separated, you cannot have one without the other.

Genesis states Adam was made in the image of God (1:27).  When he and Eve were created they were perfect and were a reflection of the Creator.  After the fall in the garden, the children of Adam were made in his image (sinful nature), “And Adam lived an hundred and thirty years, and begat a son in his own likeness, after his image; and called his name Seth” (Genesis 5:3).  That is why mankind is born into sin, “Therefore as by the offence of one judgment came upon all men to condemnation . . .” (Romans 5:18).  Death and sin were brought by the offense of Adam and all were condemned.  Because of the obedience of Christ all who believe can be freed of both sin and death.
Richard Phillips, a pastor in South Carolina asks, “Can the Bible’s theology be true if the historical event on which the theology is based is false?”  The answer has to be “no.”  Another way of saying this is “if you can’t believe the Bible account on whence you came, how can you trust it to tell you where you are going?”
