Character Studies

Adam & Eve – Creation

Genesis means “beginnings” and the book of Genesis is God’s account of the beginning of the world, human sin and redemption.

The first chapter of Genesis gives the account of creation:

Day One – God created light (energy) and darkness

Day Two – The firmament (sky) was created

Day Three – Dry land is separated from the waters and grass, plants and trees were created

Day Four – Sun, moon and stars created

Day Five – The waters and sky were filled with fish and birds

Day Six – The beasts of the earth were made after their kind

God’s final creation was also on day six and He created man (male and female) in His image.

Genesis 1:26-31

26 And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth.

27 So God created man in his own image, in the image of God created he him; male and female created he them.

28 And God blessed them, and God said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth, and subdue it: and have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over every living thing that moveth upon the earth.

29 And God said, Behold, I have given you every herb bearing seed, which is upon the face of all the earth, and every tree, in the which is the fruit of a tree yielding seed; to you it shall be for meat.

30 And to every beast of the earth, and to every fowl of the air, and to every thing that creepeth upon the earth, wherein there is life, I have given every green herb for meat: and it was so.

31 And God saw every thing that he had made, and, behold, it was very good. And the evening and the morning were the sixth day.

Genesis 2:7-14

7 And the Lord God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living soul.

8 And the Lord God planted a garden eastward in Eden; and there he put the man whom he had formed.

9 And out of the ground made the Lord God to grow every tree that is pleasant to the sight, and good for food; the tree of life also in the midst of the garden, and the tree of knowledge of good and evil.

10 And a river went out of Eden to water the garden; and from thence it was parted, and became into four heads.

11 The name of the first is Pison: that is it which compasseth the whole land of Havilah, where there is gold;

12 And the gold of that land is good: there is bdellium and the onyx stone.

13 And the name of the second river is Gihon: the same is it that compasseth the whole land of Ethiopia.

14 And the name of the third river is Hiddekel: that is it which goeth toward the east of Assyria. And the fourth river is Euphrates.

In the 26th verse, God gives two of the reasons mankind was created.  First, he was created in the image of God and, second, he was to have dominion over everything on earth.  In the 26th and 27th verses of the first chapter, God states four times that man was made by a distinct creation.  It is also stated four times man was made in the image of God (cf. Genesis 5:1; 9:6).  Scientists have performed tests and found that the DNA of chimpanzees is remarkably similar to that of humans.  For years there was said to be a 98% similarity between chimps and humans.  That figure has recently been lowered to 95%.  If the physical constitution of man sometimes resembles that of animals, his personality is entirely another thing.  God has given man:
A spirit that can have fellowship with Him
A mind that can understand His working and His revelation
A moral conscience which guides him in the good way

A will that permits him to use his liberty

A heart which is capable of loving His creator
When God breathed the breath of life into Adam, he became a living soul.  That breath was important because Adam was given something that nothing else in creation had.  Man was a God-breathed creation uniquely related to the Creator.  Man was a living soul endowed with a body, soul and spirit that separated him from all other creation.
The Body—can be physically seen, heard and touched

The Soul—inside our bodies is our nature which can neither be seen, heard nor touched but is the source of all we are.

The Spirit—we are known to others by our personality which is also unseen and intangible.  The spirit is the highest part of our being, that which can communicate with God.  This spirit is dead in the unconverted sinner.

The 26th verse of the first chapter tells what we are, “And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness.”  We are a reflection of God.  Many people try to pin this down to a specific image but it is a combination of the things mentioned above.  We have a body, soul and spirit; we have a mind, a moral conscience, a will and a heart.  All those things and more make up man and give us the ability to have fellowship with God.
Adam was placed in a garden that God had planted eastward in Eden.  The plants in this garden were placed there not only for food but also for beauty, they were, “. . . pleasant to the sight” (2:9).  We cannot imagine how beautiful this garden must have been.  The animals could not appreciate this beauty but Adam could and the place was made especially for him.  The garden in Eden was not a fantasy, though it may seem like that to us, it was a real place intended for mankind to dwell in.  We have lost that for the time being but Christ has gone to prepare a place for us that is just as pleasant as the garden was.

Genesis 2:15-25

15 And the Lord God took the man, and put him into the garden of Eden to dress it and to keep it.

16 And the Lord God commanded the man, saying, Of every tree of the garden thou mayest freely eat:

17 But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.

18 And the Lord God said, It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him an help meet for him.

19 And out of the ground the Lord God formed every beast of the field, and every fowl of the air; and brought them unto Adam to see what he would call them: and whatsoever Adam called every living creature, that was the name thereof.

20 And Adam gave names to all cattle, and to the fowl of the air, and to every beast of the field; but for Adam there was not found an help meet for him.

21 And the Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall upon Adam and he slept: and he took one of his ribs, and closed up the flesh instead thereof;

22 And the rib, which the Lord God had taken from man, made he a woman, and brought her unto the man.

23 And Adam said, This is now bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh: she shall be called Woman, because she was taken out of Man.

24 Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife: and they shall be one flesh.

25 And they were both naked, the man and his wife, and were not ashamed.

The name Adam is derived from the Hebrew for man that is pronounced aw-dawm.  That word is related to another Hebrew word aw-dawm-ah that means red earth or red clay suggesting the elements that composed Adam’s body.

Eve’s name was originally woman which meant a female rather than a male.  Since they were the only two people on earth at the time, he called her woman and she called him man.  The name Eve came later because she would become the mother of all living (Genesis 3:20).  The name Eve is derived from a word meaning life-giver.
Adam was placed in the garden to dress and to keep it.  From the beginning, the plan was not for man to lead an idle life.  From the first (1:26), Adam was given dominion over all the plants, fish and animals.  The message to Adam concerning the earth was to, “. . . subdue it: and have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over every living thing that moveth upon the earth” (1:28).

  All the resources on earth were given so mankind may benefit from them.  Today there is much debate over how these resources should be used.  One group would destroy everything in sight because God has placed us in charge of using these things.  Another group thinks that almost nothing should be touched because our responsibility is to save these resources rather than use them.  As in most cases, the answer is somewhere in the middle.  We certainly are to have dominion over these things but common sense should tell us that we also have a responsibility to replace, to the best of our ability, what has been used.
Also in the first chapter, another instruction was given to Adam and Eve; they were to, “. . . Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth” (1:28).  This statement was made just before the statement to subdue the earth and have dominion over all living things on the earth.  Adam and Eve were given the garden to work in and they were to have children that could replenish (fill) the earth and subdue it.

The issue of the direct creation of Adam and Eve by God has been under intense scrutiny since the publishing of Charles Darwin’s “On the Origin of Species” in 1859 and “The Descent of Man” in 1871.  In a recently published book, “The Language of Science and Faith,” the authors state that “unfortunately” the concepts of Adam and Eve as the literal first couple and the ancestors of all humans simply “do not fit the evidence.”  The theory of evolution challenges the idea of the direct creation of Adam and Eve and in the process disputes mankind’s unique status as bearing the “image of God” along with many other doctrines of the Bible including original sin and the fall of man.
At one time the challenge to the authenticity of Adam and Eve came only from secular scientists and philosophers.  Now the religious community is trying to combine the Biblical account with the theory of evolution with such concepts as theistic evolution (God created all things through the method of evolution).  Even scientists who believe in intelligent design say there had to be an intelligent force to create everything but they don’t know who or what that force is (really, who else could it be?).
A Gallup Poll taken in 2005 reveals that 40% of Americans think the various competing concepts of human origins matter “a great deal.”  Whereas some religious scientists such as the American Scientific Affiliation say they “affirm the Bible’s divine inspiration, trustworthiness and authority on faith and conduct . . . though not on scientific concepts.”  Denis Lamoureux, in his book “Evolutionary Creation,” says that “Adam never existed, and this fact has no impact whatsoever on the foundational beliefs of Christianity.”
Can the Bible be correct on matters of faith and conduct and be wrong on the Creation account?

Adam is mentioned eight times in the New Testament and each reference is to an actual historical figure.  In 1 Corinthians 15:45, the apostle Paul calls Adam the first man, was Paul deceived?
The genealogy of Christ given in Luke 3 goes all the way back to Adam.   If only some of these men were literal historical figures and the rest were mythical—where does the dividing line come?
Speaking of the resurrection of Christ, the Bible says, “And if Christ be not risen, then is our preaching vain, and your faith is also vain” (1 Corinthians 15:14).  In the same chapter, Adam is mentioned by name three times so by the same token—if Adam is not a real person, our faith is vain.
